
10 Astonishing Memoirs Of General De
Caulaincourt The Russian Campaign That You
Won't Believe!
Are you a history enthusiast looking to delve deeper into the intriguing details of
one of the most significant moments in military history? Look no further! In this
article, we present you with an in-depth exploration of the memoirs of General De
Caulaincourt during the Russian Campaign. Get ready to uncover shocking
revelations, incredible feats, and profound insights that will leave you in awe.

1. The Grand Strategy Unveiled

In his memoirs, General De Caulaincourt unravels the grand strategy employed
during the Russian Campaign. Discover the intricate details of the planning,
decision-making, and execution that shaped the course of this epic conflict.

2. Personal Anecdotes From The Frontlines

Join General De Caulaincourt as he takes you on a journey through the harsh
realities of warfare. From daring escapades to heart-wrenching moments, his
personal anecdotes offer a firsthand account of life on the frontlines.
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3. The Surprising Role of Weather

Did you know that weather played a decisive role in the Russian Campaign?
General De Caulaincourt sheds light on how extreme cold, blistering heat, and
treacherous terrain severely impacted the French forces, ultimately influencing
the outcome of the war.

4. Inside the Minds of the Commanders

Explore the thoughts and motivations of the leading figures in this historical
drama. General De Caulaincourt's memoirs provide invaluable insights into the
minds of Napoleon Bonaparte and other prominent commanders, offering a new
perspective on their strategies and decisions.

5. Unveiling the Russian Military Tactics

General De Caulaincourt's memoirs provide an unparalleled glimpse into the
Russian military tactics employed during the campaign. Discover how the
Russian army utilized unique strategies, adapted to the harsh conditions, and
capitalized on their vast landscape to resist the French invasion.

6. Tales of Victory and Defeat

From triumphant victories to devastating defeats, General De Caulaincourt
recounts the pivotal battles fought during the Russian Campaign. Experience the
adrenaline, the fear, and the elation as he paints a vivid picture of the ebb and
flow of warfare.

7. The Cost of War
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War comes at a great cost, and General De Caulaincourt doesn't shy away from
detailing the human suffering and sacrifices witnessed during the Russian
Campaign. Prepare yourself for emotionally charged accounts of bravery, tragedy,
and resilience.

8. Diplomatic Maneuvers Behind the Scenes

The Russian Campaign was not only fought on the battlefield but also in the
realm of diplomacy. General De Caulaincourt's memoirs shed light on the intricate
political maneuverings, alliances, and negotiations that unfolded during this
tumultuous period in history.

9. An Intimate Portrait of Napoleon

Step into the private life of the legendary French Emperor, Napoleon Bonaparte.
General De Caulaincourt shares personal moments, conversations, and insights
that offer a glimpse into the enigmatic figure behind the military genius.

10. Lessons From History

What can we learn from the Russian Campaign and General De Caulaincourt's
memoirs? Discover timeless lessons about leadership, strategy, and the
consequences of overextending an empire. Gain a deeper understanding of the
historical significance of this epic clash between two great powers.

Get ready to embark on an unforgettable journey through history with the
memoirs of General De Caulaincourt. Brace yourself for astonishing revelations
and captivating storytelling that will leave you craving more. Don't miss out on this
opportunity to deepen your knowledge about the Russian Campaign and its
lasting impact on the world.
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Recognized as the most important Napoleonic source discovered in the last
hundred years, the three volume memoirs of Napoleon’s Master of Horse are also
exceptionally well written, and vividly portray Napoleon during his disastrous last
years of power. The memoirs of one Napoleon’s most senior ministers and
closest advisors, with whom he was often very candid, remained unpublished for
over a century since they were left by Armand de Caulaincourt, unearthed with by
Jean Hanoteau who was eminently familiar with the period, and on part of the
French ministry of War’s historical section. The notes and annotations of
Capitaine Hanoteau illuminate the text for both the enthusiast of the period and
the general reader.
The title of “Master of Horse’ perhaps in modern light does not quite reflect the
position that Caulaincourt held within Napoleon’s inner circle. He was responsible
for all of the transportation for Napoleon’s headquarters, the messengers that
provided the eyes and ears of the campaign and furthermore he was ambassador
to Russia for a number of years before hostilities commenced. A highly decorated
cavalry officer before his tenure as ambassador, his advice should have been
invaluable to the Emperor in assessing the huge undertaking of attacking the
Russian empire, and Caulaincourt along with many others were ignored as
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Napoleon embarked his last invasion. Caulaincourt had much reason to be bitter
as the Emperor was quite cruel to him personally, but his narrative maintains
balance and although critical of Napoleon’s decisions he does not descend into
recriminations.
The first volume of the memoirs includes an excellent to Caulaincourt and his
history outside of the time-frame of the memoirs; it covers the period 1811-1812
to the point of the Grand Armée’s retreat from Moscow. Sketches of many of
Napoleon’s entourage including Berthier, Duroc, Murat et. al. feature, as do the
battle for Smolensk, Borodino and the great fire of Moscow.
Not to be confused with the Charlotte de Sor penned “Recollections of
Caulaincourt”, which are apocryphal and according to Tulard of little or no value.
This edition is superior to the translated and heavily editted Libraire edition.
Author – Armand Augustin Louis, marquis de Caulaincourt, Duc de Vincence (9th
December 1773– 19th February 1827)
Translator – Hamish Miles (????- 27th December 1937)
Editor – Jean Hanoteau (17th December 1869 - 24th December 1939)
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