
10 Engaging English for Academic
Research Writing Exercises to Boost
Your Skills

Writing is an essential skill for academic researchers, helping them effectively

communicate their findings. However, mastering the art of research writing can be
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challenging. To improve your writing skills and polish your academic papers, we

have compiled a list of ten engaging exercises designed to enhance your English

for academic research writing. From grammar exercises to critical thinking tasks,

these exercises will boost your skills and make your writing more compelling and

impactful.

1. Grammar Drills

Start with the basics! Grammar drills are an excellent way to strengthen your

understanding of English grammar rules. Focus on areas that commonly cause

confusion, such as verb tenses, subject-verb agreement, and punctuation.

Practice exercises can be found in grammar books or online resources like

Grammarly or the Purdue Online Writing Lab (OWL).
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2. Vocabulary Expansion

Enhance your academic writing by expanding your vocabulary. Learn new words

related to your research area, as well as general academic and formal writing
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vocabulary. Use flashcards or vocabulary-building apps like Quizlet to memorize

and practice using new terms effectively in your writing.

3. Reading Comprehension

Improve your understanding of academic texts by regularly engaging in reading

comprehension exercises. Choose research articles from your field and critically

analyze their content, identifying and summarizing the main arguments and key

findings. This exercise will not only enhance your reading skills but also provide

valuable insights for structuring your own papers.

4. Abstract Writing

Abstracts are concise summaries of research papers. Sharpen your research

writing skills by practicing writing abstracts for different articles. Focus on

capturing the essence of the study, including key objectives, methodology,

findings, and significance. Compare your abstracts with the original ones to

identify areas for improvement.

5. Critical Thinking Tasks

Develop critical thinking skills to strengthen your academic writing. Engage in

activities that require analyzing arguments, identifying logical fallacies, and

evaluating evidence. Participate in debates or join online forums to practice

defending your arguments with solid reasoning and supporting evidence.

6. Paraphrasing Exercises

Paraphrasing is a crucial skill to avoid plagiarism and express ideas in your own

words. Practice paraphrasing by selecting paragraphs from academic papers and

rewriting them without changing the original meaning. Compare your version with

the original to assess accuracy and effectiveness.



7. Citations and Referencing

Master the art of citations and referencing by practicing different citation styles

commonly used in academic writing. Review guidelines provided by your

institution or consult manuals like the APA or MLA Handbook. Make sure to

understand the proper citation format and practice citing sources accurately while

maintaining consistency throughout your writing.

8. Peer Editing

Engage in peer editing exercises to receive and provide constructive feedback on

writing. Join writing groups or exchange papers with fellow researchers. Pay

attention to grammar, clarity, organization, and overall coherence. Discuss and

implement suggestions to improve your work and enhance your research writing

skills.

9. Sentencve Structure Practice

Write sentence structures exercises focusing on varying sentence lengths and

types. Experiment with simple, compound, and complex sentences to improve the

flow and readability of your writing. Play with sentence order, use transitional

phrases, and incorporate rhetorical devices to make your writing more engaging

and efficient.

10. Academic Writing Workshops

Join academic writing workshops or courses that provide comprehensive training

on research writing. These workshops cover various aspects, including paper

organization, argument development, and effective use of language. Participating

in such workshops will provide hands-on practice and valuable feedback from

experienced professionals.



Mastering English for academic research writing requires practice, determination,

and continuous learning. By engaging in these ten exercises, you can enhance

your skills, strengthen your research writing, and effectively communicate your

ideas. Stay consistent, be open to feedback, and don't shy away from seeking

professional guidance when needed. Let your writing shine and make a lasting

impact in the academic world!
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This book is based on a study of referees' reports and letters from journal editors

on reasons why papers written by non-native researchers are rejected due to

problems with English (long sentences, redundancy, poor structure etc). It draws

on English-related errors from around 5000 papers written by non-native authors,

around 3000 emails, 500 abstracts by PhD students, and over 1000 hours of

teaching researchers how to write and present research papers.

The exercises are organized into ten chapters on:
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punctuation and spelling

word order

writing short sentences and paragraphs

link words - connecting phrases and sentences together

being concise and removing redundancy

ambiguity and political correctness

paraphrasing and avoiding plagiarism

defining, comparing, evaluating and highlighting

anticipating possible objections, indicating level of certainty, discussion

limitations, hedging, future work

writing each section of a paper

Some exercises require no actual writing but simply choosing between various

options, thus facilitating self-study, e-reading and rapid progress. In those

exercises where extended writing is required, model answers are given. Exercise

types are repeated for different contexts, for example the importance of being

concise is tested for use in papers, referees' reports, and emails of various types.

Such repetition of similar types of exercises is design

ed to facilitate revision.

The exercises can also be integrated into English for Academic Purposes (EAP)

and English for Special Purposes (ESP) courses at universities and research

institutes.



The book can be used in conjunction with the other exercise books in the series

andis cross-referenced to:

English for Research: Usage, Style, and Grammar
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