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Living on the margin in early New England was a challenging feat that required
immense strength, resourcefulness, and endurance. The early American studies
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unveil a captivating history of settlers who faced numerous hardships while
carving out a new life in the wilderness.

1. The Harsh Environment

Early New England, in the 17th century, presented settlers with a harsh and often
unforgiving environment. The long, cold winters and sporadic harvests made
survival incredibly difficult. The settlers had to adapt to the unpredictable weather
and limited resources in order to survive.
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2. The Perils of Disease

Disease was a constant threat in early New England. The settlers faced
outbreaks of smallpox, typhoid fever, and other illnesses that could wipe out
entire communities. Lack of medical knowledge and limited resources made it
challenging to combat these diseases effectively.

3. The Importance of Agriculture
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Agriculture played a crucial role in the survival of early New England settlers.
They relied heavily on farming as a means of sustenance. The settlers had to
learn about the local soil, the best crops to grow, and effective farming techniques
to ensure a successful harvest.

4. The Hunt for Food and Resources

In addition to agriculture, hunting and gathering were essential for survival. The
settlers had to rely on their hunting skills to supplement their food supply. The
forests provided animals such as deer, rabbits, and birds that could be hunted.
Gathering resources from nature, such as firewood, was also crucial.

5. The Struggle for Shelter

Early New England settlers faced immense challenges in building their shelters.
With limited tools and resources, constructing sturdy and durable homes was a
daunting task. Many settlers lived in simple, one-room cottages made of timber,
mud, and thatched roofs.

6. The Role of Women

Women played a vital role in early New England society. They were responsible
for tasks such as cooking, cleaning, tending to gardens, and caring for children.
Women also had to be resourceful in making clothing and other necessary items
for their families.

7. Community Support and Cooperation

Living on the margin in early New England required a strong sense of community.
Settlers often relied on each other for support and cooperation. They shared
resources, knowledge, and labor to ensure the survival and progress of their
community.



8. Spiritual Beliefs and Kinship

Religion played a significant role in the lives of early New England settlers. Most
settlers were Puritans who viewed their colonization as a religious mission. Their
strong faith provided them with a sense of purpose and resilience.

9. Education and Enlightenment

Despite the challenges of early New England life, education was highly valued.
Schools were established to provide children with basic reading and writing skills.
This emphasis on education set the foundation for future intellectual and cultural
progress in the region.

10. The Legacy of Early New England Settlers

The struggles and resilience of early New England settlers shaped the future of
the region. Their determination, resourcefulness, and strong sense of community
laid the groundwork for the development of prosperous towns and cities that
thrive to this day.

Living on the margin in early New England was a formidable task that demanded
strength, adaptability, and perseverance. The challenges faced by these settlers
remind us of the incredible human spirit and the capacity to overcome adversity.

As we delve deeper into early American studies, we gain a profound appreciation
for the struggles and accomplishments of those who came before us. The story of
living on the margin in early New England serves as a reminder of the remarkable
resilience and tenacity of the human spirit.
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In eighteenth-century America, no centralized system of welfare existed to assist
people who found themselves without food, medical care, or shelter. Any poor
relief available was provided through local taxes, and these funds were quickly
exhausted. By the end of the century, state and national taxes levied to help pay
for the Revolutionary War further strained municipal budgets. In order to control
homelessness, vagrancy, and poverty, New England towns relied heavily on the
"warning out" system inherited from English law. This was a process in which
community leaders determined the legitimate hometown of unwanted persons or
families in order to force them to leave, ostensibly to return to where they could
receive care. The warning-out system alleviated the expense and responsibility
for the general welfare of the poor in any community, and placed the burden on
each town to look after its own.

But homelessness and poverty were problems as onerous in early America as
they are today, and the system of warning out did little to address the
fundamental causes of social disorder. Ultimately the warning-out system gave
way to the establishment of general poorhouses and other charities. But the
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documents that recorded details about the lives of those who were warned out
provide an extraordinary—and until now forgotten—history of people on the
margin.

Unwelcome Americans puts a human face on poverty in early America by
recovering the stories of forty New Englanders who were forced to leave various
communities in Rhode Island. Rhode Island towns kept better and more complete
warning-out records than other areas in New England, and because the official
records include those who had migrated to Rhode Island from other places, these
documents can be relied upon to describe the experiences of poor people across
the region.

The stories are organized from birth to death, beginning with the lives of poor
children and young adults, followed by families and single adults, and ending with
the testimonies of the elderly and dying. Through meticulous research of
historical records, Herndon has managed to recover voices that have not been
heard for more than two hundred years, in the process painting a dramatically
different picture of family and community life in early New England. These life
stories tell us that those who were warned out were predominantly unmarried
women with or without children, Native Americans, African Americans, and
destitute families. Through this remarkable reconstruction, Herndon provides a
corrective to the narratives of the privileged that have dominated the conversation
in this crucial period of American history, and the lives she chronicles give greater
depth and a richer dimension to our understanding of the growth of American
social responsibility.
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