
10 Fascinating Facts About Making Nation
1848-1877 from the Longman History of
America
Have you ever wondered how the United States transformed from a collection of
territories into a unified nation? The period of 1848-1877, known as the Making of
a Nation, played a crucial role in shaping modern America. In this article, we will
delve into this exciting era, exploring its key events, influential figures, and the
long-lasting impacts it had on the nation's history. Join us on this journey through
time as we unlock the mysteries of America's formative years.

1. The California Gold Rush (1848-1855)

One of the defining moments of the Making of a Nation was the California Gold
Rush. In 1848, gold was discovered at Sutter's Mill, triggering a massive influx of
prospectors from all over the world. The rush not only fueled California's
population explosion but also stimulated the economy and contributed to the
rapid expansion of the nation.

2. The Mexican-American War (1846-1848)

To secure new territories and fulfill the doctrine of Manifest Destiny, the United
States engaged in the Mexican-American War. The conflict ended with the
signing of the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo in 1848, which awarded the U.S. vast
territories in present-day California, Nevada, Utah, and parts of Arizona, New
Mexico, Colorado, and Wyoming.

Civil War America: Making a Nation, 1848-1877
(Longman History of America)
by Robert Cook (1st Edition, Kindle Edition)

http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/wjkK/OPMw/BgAra/Civil-War-America-Making-a-Nation-1848-1877-Longman-History-of-America.pdf


4.2 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 2290 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 526 pages

3. The Compromise of 1850

A delicate balance between preserving the Union and addressing the issue of
slavery was achieved through the Compromise of 1850. Texas was admitted as a
slave state while California entered as a free state. Additionally, the Fugitive
Slave Act was passed, requiring the return of escaped slaves to their owners,
causing further tensions between the North and the South.

4. The Dred Scott Decision (1857)

The infamous Dred Scott v. Sandford Supreme Court ruling in 1857 declared that
African Americans, whether enslaved or free, were not citizens and had no rights
under the Constitution. This decision further divided the nation along pro-slavery
and anti-slavery lines, intensifying the debates over the future of slavery.

5. The Emancipation Proclamation (1863)

Amidst the chaos of the Civil War, President Abraham Lincoln issued the
Emancipation Proclamation in 1863. Although it did not immediately free all
slaves, it declared that all slaves in Confederate territory were to be set free. This
proclamation shifted the focus of the war from preserving the Union to ending
slavery and became a significant turning point in the fight for abolition.
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6. The Reconstruction Era (1865-1877)

After the Civil War, the United States faced the monumental task of rebuilding its
shattered nation. The period of Reconstruction aimed to restore the Southern
states to the Union, protect the rights of newly freed slaves, and transition the
country into a truly equal society. However, it was met with resistance from white
supremacists and ultimately ended without fully achieving these goals.

7. The Assassination of President Abraham Lincoln (1865)

In a tragic turn of events, President Abraham Lincoln, the leader who guided the
nation through the Civil War and issued the Emancipation Proclamation, was
assassinated in 1865. His death sent shockwaves through the country and further
complicated the challenging process of Reconstruction.

8. The Transcontinental Railroad (1863-1869)

Symbolizing the unstoppable progress of a unified nation, the construction of the
Transcontinental Railroad connected the East and West coasts of the United
States. Completed in 1869, this massive engineering feat revolutionized
transportation, commerce, and communication, facilitating further expansion and
development across the country.

9. The 15th Amendment (1870)

In an effort to secure the rights of African American men, the 15th Amendment to
the Constitution was ratified in 1870. This amendment prohibited the denial of
voting rights based on race, color, or previous condition of servitude. Though
significant progress, voting discrimination persisted through various means, such
as literacy tests and poll taxes.

10. The Battle of Little Bighorn (1876)



An iconic clash between Native American tribes, led by Sitting Bull and Crazy
Horse, and the U.S. Army under General Custer, the Battle of Little Bighorn
became a symbol of resistance against encroachment on Native lands. While the
Native American victory was short-lived, it highlighted the brutality of western
expansion and the impact on indigenous communities.

The Making of a Nation from 1848-1877 left an indelible mark on the United
States. From the gold rush and territorial expansions to the fight against slavery
and the challenges of Reconstruction, this era shaped the nation we know today.
By understanding and appreciating the struggles and triumphs of this period, we
gain valuable insights into our shared history and the ongoing quest for justice
and equality.
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The American Civil War was without doubt the defining event in the history of the
United States. This up-to-date analyisis of a critical period goes beyond the
origins, course and consequences of the Civil War to bring in other important
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themes such as racial conflict, gender relations, religion, the popular memory and
state formation.
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