
10 Powerful Ways We Can Confront the
Lasting Legacy of Lynching in the 21st
Century!

Lynching, a dark chapter in American history, continues to cast its long shadows
well into the twenty-first century. While this abhorrent act of mob violence
predominantly targeted African Americans during the late 19th and early 20th
centuries, its repercussions are still felt today. In this article, we delve into the
legacy of lynching, its lasting impacts on society, and explore ten powerful ways
we can confront and address this haunting legacy in the present day.

1. Acknowledge the Past

The first step towards confronting the legacy of lynching is acknowledging its
existence and the immense harm it caused. By recognizing the past, we lay a
foundation for reflection, understanding, and ultimately, healing.
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2. Educate Ourselves

Learning about the history of lynching, its victims, and its systemic nature is
crucial in dismantling its legacy. By educating ourselves, we gain the knowledge
needed to challenge misconceptions and work towards building a more inclusive
society.

3. Preserve Historical Sites

Preserving the physical sites associated with lynching, such as memorial sites,
lynching trees, or former courthouse locations, serves as a constant reminder of
the atrocities committed and the importance of acknowledging them. These sites
also provide spaces for reflection, commemoration, and learning.

4. Engage in Dialogues

Meaningful dialogues about lynching and its legacy can help bridge divides, foster
empathy, and promote healing. By engaging in open and honest conversations,
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we can work towards reconciliation and understand the interconnectedness of our
histories.

5. Support Truth and Reconciliation Efforts

Supporting truth and reconciliation efforts, such as community-based initiatives or
truth commissions, is crucial in addressing the legacy of lynching. These
initiatives aim to uncover hidden truths, provide a platform for healing, and
encourage accountability.

6. Advocate for Policy Changes

Confronting the legacy of lynching requires systemic changes. By advocating for
policies that promote equality, justice, and anti-discrimination measures, we can
create an environment where the occurrences of the past are less likely to be
repeated.

7. Foster Inclusive Education

Inclusive education systems that teach the history of lynching and its impact on
society are essential in confronting its legacy. By ensuring that this important
history is incorporated into curricula, we can nurture empathy, critical thinking,
and an awareness of the consequences of hate.

8. Support Victims' Families

The families of lynching victims often carry the weight of this traumatic history.
Offering support to these families, acknowledging their pain, and amplifying their
voices contributes to healing and justice.

9. Encourage Community Healing Initiatives

Community healing initiatives, such as memorial events, art projects, or
storytelling sessions, offer spaces for collective healing and reflection. By actively



participating and supporting these initiatives, we promote solidarity and a sense
of belonging.

10. Commit to Anti-Racism

Lastly, truly confronting the legacy of lynching requires a commitment to anti-
racism. By actively challenging and dismantling racist structures, biases, and
stereotypes, we can create a society that values and respects all individuals,
regardless of their race or ethnicity.

The legacy of lynching continues to cast a long shadow in the twenty-first century.
By acknowledging the past, educating ourselves, and actively engaging in
confronting this legacy, we can work towards healing, justice, and a future free
from the specter of racial violence. Let us join hands and commit to building
bridges, fostering understanding, and creating a more inclusive society for all.
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This exploration of the effects of lynching in the U.S. speaks powerfully to us in
these times that have witnessed the creation of the Legacy Museum and the
National Memorial for Peace and Justice.

Nearly five thousand black Americans were lynched between 1890 and 1960, and
the effects of this racial trauma continue to resound. Inspired by South Africa's
Truth and Reconciliation Commission, and drawing on techniques of restorative
justice, Sherrilyn Ifill, president and director-counsel of the NAACP Legal Defense
and Educational Fund, offers concrete ways for communities to heal. She also
issues a clarion call for communities with histories of racial violence to be
proactive in facing this legacy.

This revised edition speaks powerfully to us in these times that have witnessed
the creation of the Legacy Museum and the National Memorial for Peace and
Justice in Montgomery, Alabama. e new foreword from Bryan Stevenson helps
readers to better understand contemporary struggles and come to terms with the
legacy of racial terror in the United States. In a new afterword, Ifill reflects on the
recent strides made throughout the country to break the silence surrounding
lynching and to recognize the victims of violence.Th
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