10 Shocking Facts About Econocide
British Slavery In The Era Of
Abolition That Will Leave You
Speechless

Slavery has been one of the darkest chapters in human history, and the abolition
of slavery is often hailed as a triumph of human rights. However, the history of
British slavery during the era of abolition is a complex and often overlooked
aspect. In this article, we will explore the term "econocide," which refers to the
economic destruction that followed the abolition of slavery in Britain, and reveal

ten shocking facts that will leave you speechless.

1. Slavery's Economic Impact

Slavery played a vital role in the British economy for centuries, particularly during
the colonial era. The triangular trade between Britain, Africa, and the Americas
brought massive wealth and prosperity to the nation. With the abolition of slavery,
the economy faced a severe blow, leading to what some scholars refer to as

"econocide."

2. Job Losses and Economic Decline

As slavery was abolished, many industries that heavily relied on slave labor faced
a significant decline. The cotton, tobacco, and sugar industries, which were the
backbone of the British economy, suffered major setbacks and faced job losses.
Numerous workers found themselves unemployed, leading to a general economic

decline.
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3. Wealth Redistribution

The abolition of slavery resulted in a redistribution of wealth, particularly among
the enslaved individuals who were freed. While this was a step towards justice
and equality, it also led to economic struggles for the British upper class, who had
profited immensely from slavery. This redistribution disrupted the established

economic order, causing further economic instability.

4. Indentured Labor

After the abolition of slavery, many British landowners turned to indentured labor,
which was a system where workers were bound by contracts to work for a certain
period. This system, though not as brutal as slavery, still exploited vulnerable

individuals and fueled economic inequality.

5. Colonization and Deindustrialization

When slavery was abolished, Britain turned to colonizing new territories to
compensate for its economic losses. This led to the deindustrialization of many

colonies as Britain focused on exploiting their resources rather than building
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robust local industries. This cycle of economic exploitation perpetuated the

struggles faced by former slaves and perpetuated the econocide.

6. Reparation Debates

The legacy of British slavery and the era of abolition has sparked ongoing
debates about reparations. Many argue that the economic destruction caused by
the abolition of slavery warrants reparations to rectify the injustices faced by
descendants of enslaved individuals. These debates highlight the lasting

economic impact of slavery on both individuals and nations.

7. Economic Inequalities Today

The econocide caused by the abolition of slavery has led to long-lasting economic
inequalities that persist to this day. The economic disparities between racial and
ethnic groups, as well as the impact felt by countries once under British colonial

rule, can be traced back to this dark era of British history.

8. Cultural Erasure

Alongside the economic destruction, the era of abolition also led to cultural
erasure. The rich cultural heritage of enslaved individuals, their languages,
traditions, and knowledge, were suppressed and often lost. This loss of cultural

diversity further deepened the wounds caused by the econocide.

9. Ignoring the True Cost

The true cost of the econocide British slavery caused during the era of abolition is
often ignored or downplayed. By uncovering these shocking facts, we can shed
light on the tremendous human suffering and economic devastation that occurred,

ensuring that this dark history is never forgotten.

10. Lessons for the Future



The era of econocide caused by British slavery should serve as a reminder of the
catastrophic consequences of exploiting and dehumanizing others for economic
gain. By learning from our past, we can build a future that values equality, justice,

and freedom for all.

The econocide caused by British slavery during the era of abolition has had far-
reaching consequences that continue to impact societies and economies around
the world. Acknowledging this hidden chapter in history is crucial for
understanding the roots of economic disparities and working towards a more

equal and just future.
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In this classic analysis and refutation of Eric Williams's 1944 thesis, Seymour
Drescher argues that Britain's abolition of the slave trade in 1807 resulted not
from the diminishing value of slavery for Great Britain but instead from the British
public's mobilization against the slave trade, which forced London to commit what
Drescher terms "econocide." This action, he argues, was detrimental to Britain's
economic interests at a time when British slavery was actually at the height of its

potential.
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Originally published in 1977, Drescher's work was instrumental in undermining
the economic determinist interpretation of abolitionism that had dominated
historical discourse for decades following World War Il. For this second edition,
which includes a foreword by David Brion Davis, Drescher has written a new
preface, reflecting on the historiography of the British slave trade since this book's

original publication.
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