
10 Surprising Alternate Outcomes
You Never Knew Existed from the
Second World War
The Second World War was one of the most defining moments in human history,

with its immense impact felt even today. While we are familiar with the actual

outcome of the war, it is intriguing to ponder upon the alternate paths history

could have taken. In this article, we explore ten surprising alternate outcomes that

you may have never known, revealing a different course of events that could have

drastically changed the world we live in today.

1. The Invasion of Japan

Many anticipate a catastrophic invasion of Japan had the war continued.

However, an alternative outcome suggests that the use of the atomic bombs on

Hiroshima and Nagasaki was not necessary. In this scenario, the United States

opts for a blockade instead of an invasion, leading to Japan slowly surrendering

due to the lack of essential supplies.

2. Soviet Union's Defeat

Contrary to the historical outcome, imagine a world where the Soviet Union

surrenders to Germany. This would have resulted in a divided Europe, with

Germany taking control of many Eastern European countries while leaving the

Western countries under Allied influence.
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3. The Battle of Britain

In an alternate scenario, the German Luftwaffe successfully defeats the Royal Air

Force in the Battle of Britain. With the British air defenses weakened, Germany

gains air superiority over the British Isles, making a German invasion more likely

and potentially changing the course of the war.

4. The D-Day Invasion Failure

Although the D-Day invasion is hailed as a turning point in the war, consider a

world where the Allied forces face a devastating failure. With the failure of the

largest amphibious invasion in history, the war could have taken an even more

prolonged and unpredictable course.

5. A German Atomic Bomb

While the Manhattan Project resulted in the creation of the atomic bombs dropped

on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, an alternate outcome envisions Germany

successfully developing this devastating weapon. This could have shifted the

balance of power and ultimately altered the outcome of the war.

6. A Pacific Theater Standstill
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In this scenario, the war in Europe concludes before any major developments

occur in the Pacific theater. As a result, Japan maintains control over several

Pacific islands, prompting a tense standoff between Japan and the other Allied

powers.

7. United Axis Powers

Instead of fighting against each other, an alternate outcome explores a world

where Germany, Italy, and Japan form a united front against the Allied forces.

With their combined resources and military might, the world would have faced a

much stronger Axis power.

8. The Nuclear Option

What if the United States decides against using atomic bombs on Japan

altogether? This alternative outcome could have led to a lengthy and more

conventional ground invasion, resulting in greater casualties on both sides.

9. The Holocaust Exposed Earlier

Suppose the world became aware of the severity of the Holocaust much earlier in

the war. The international community's response could have been swift and

impactful, potentially saving the lives of millions of innocent victims.

10. Early Withdrawal

In this alternate scenario, a peace treaty is reached earlier in the war, leading to

an early withdrawal of all major combatants. The world would have experienced a

significantly shorter war, with potentially long-lasting diplomatic implications.

Exploring alternate outcomes and what-ifs from the Second World War allows us

to appreciate the magnitude of events that unfolded. While we cannot alter

history, it is fascinating to contemplate the different directions the world could



have taken. These alternative outcomes shed light on the complexity and

uncertainty of history, reminding us of the importance of reflecting on the past to

shape a better future.
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Following on from the successful ‘Other Roads’ in 20 chapters, this book looks at

a further range of scenarios that would have altered the outcome of the Second

World War as we know it. Starting with the the overthrow of the Austrian

government in 1932 or in 1936 it goes on to discuss the impact of a the

consequences of a failed German invasion of Britain; more effective combat by

the Allies in Belgium; a stronger Soviet response to Operation Barbarossa and

what would have happened if the USSR had developed the atomic bomb first. It

analyses other options for Italy from not becoming an ally of Germany to

successfully conquering Greece and for France from entering a union with Britain.

The book also considers the outcomes of Japanese victory in the Pacific and the

assassination of Hitler.
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NOTE: 'Other Roads II' DOES NOT contain stories. It has chapters analysing

different potential outcomes in history. It is closest in style to the ‘what if?’

collections edited by Peter Tsouras, Robert Crowley, Duncan Brack, Niall

Ferguson and Andrew Roberts. It is suggested that you check them out if you are

uncertain whether this one is the sort of book you are looking for.

The book draws on Alexander Rooksmoor’s two decades researching and

teaching history and uses years of analysis and debate into counterfactuals. It

looks at both the detailed changes that could have occurred as well as much

broader potential outcomes. This is a book that will fascinate anyone with an

interest in why a central event of modern history unfolded the way it did. Fans of

alternate history will find in ‘Other Roads II’ much to intrigue and provoke them.
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