
10 Surprising Facts about the Middle
East Peace Process and Israeli Arab
Relations
In today's global political landscape, one of the most contentious and long-

standing conflicts is found in the Middle East, specifically regarding the Israeli-

Arab relations. The ongoing Middle East peace process has been a topic of

discussion and negotiation for several decades. In this article, we will explore ten

surprising facts about the current state of the Middle East peace process and

Israeli Arab relations.

1. Lengthy Negotiations

The Middle East peace process has been ongoing for over seventy years since

the establishment of the Israeli state in 1948. It involves negotiations between

Israel and various Arab states, aiming to resolve territorial disputes, establish

diplomatic relations, and ensure peace in the region.

2. Constantly Evolving Dynamics

While the peace process remains a consistent topic, the dynamics and players

involved have changed over time. Initially focused on border disputes between

Israel and its neighboring Arab countries, the process now includes various

factions and organizations representing the Palestinian territories.
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3. Oslo Accords

In 1993, the Oslo Accords were signed between Israel and the Palestine

Liberation Organization (PLO). These agreements aimed to establish peace,

leading to the creation of the Palestinian Authority, a governing body for the West

Bank and Gaza Strip. However, the peace process faced significant challenges,

resulting in limited progress over the years.

4. Peace Treaties with Arab Countries

Despite ongoing conflicts, Israel has successfully signed peace treaties with two

Arab countries – Egypt in 1979 and Jordan in 1994. These treaties are essential

milestones in establishing normalized relations, illustrating that peace is

achievable in the region.

5. Settler Movement and Expansion

One of the major obstacles to peace is the Israeli settler movement, where Jewish

communities have been established in occupied Palestinian territories. The

expansion of these settlements is a contentious issue, creating tensions and

disputes between Israelis and Palestinians.
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6. The Role of External Powers

Various external powers, including the United States, European Union, and

Russia, have played significant roles in facilitating and mediating the Middle East

peace process. Superpowers often utilize their influence to bring the conflicting

parties to the negotiation table and broker possible solutions.

7. Jerusalem as the Capital

The status of Jerusalem remains a major point of contention in Israeli-Arab

relations. Both Israelis and Palestinians claim Jerusalem as their capital, which

has led to intense debates and disagreements. The city's religious and political

significance adds complexity to any potential resolution.

8. Prolonged Violence and Human Rights Concerns

The Middle East peace process has unfortunately been marred by prolonged

violence, including terrorist attacks, military confrontations, and human rights

violations. These acts of violence significantly impact the trust and stability

required for successful negotiations and peaceful coexistence.

9. Regional Challenges

The geopolitical situation in the Middle East presents additional challenges to the

peace process. Conflicts in neighboring countries, such as Syria and Iraq, have

direct consequences on the negotiations and relationships between Israel and the

Arab states.

10. Potential for Positive Change

Despite the complexities and difficulties surrounding the peace process, there is

always potential for positive change. Through continued dialogue, understanding,



and investments in diplomacy and trust-building measures, a lasting peace in the

Middle East remains an attainable goal.

Studying the Middle East peace process and Israeli-Arab relations provides a

glimpse into one of the world's most challenging conflicts. By acknowledging the

complexities, understanding historical agreements, and focusing on the potential

for positive change, we can contribute to a better future in this region.
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A foreign policy expert provides a fresh and accessible analysis of the Israeli-

Palestinian peace process, its complex obstacles, and possible solutions.

Luis Fleischman is a sociologist and Middle East policy expert who has served as

a senior advisor to government officials and members of congress. In The Middle

East Riddle, he examines obstacles to achieving peace that transcend the

negotiations process, mostly relying on a broad sociological analysis.
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Over the years, the conflict between Israelis and Palestinians has seemed like an

intractable conflict of opposing narratives. Some argue that the Palestinians want

to put an end to the State of Israel, while others believe Israelis want to impose

their sovereignty via settlement expansion. However, the history shows that the

two sides have been very close to an agreement.

Fleischman examines a variety of nuanced solutions towards progress. He

analyzes the idea of a Palestinian/Jordanian confederacy, as well as a proposed

Israeli unilateral withdrawal from most of the West Bank. The book also explores

the chances that the Palestinian security establishment, that has worked together

with the Israeli security establishment for years, could generate the leadership

necessary to restore order.
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