10 Unbelievable Cricket Matches That Will
Leave You Speechless!

Cricket is a sport that has witnessed its fair share of unique and bizarre matches
throughout its history. From unusual weather conditions to surprising interruptions
and unconventional occurrences, these matches have captivated audiences and
left both players and spectators in disbelief. In this article, we will delve into some

of the strangest cricket matches that have ever taken place.



Extraordinary but true stories

Andrew Ward

1. The Match That Ended in Two Minutes

Imagine a cricket match ending in just two minutes! This unprecedented
occurrence took place in 1955 when Zimbabwe played against England.
Zimbabwe was dismissed for only 35 runs, and England effortlessly sealed
victory by chasing down the target without losing a single wicket. As a result, this

match holds the record for being the shortest Test match in cricket history.
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2. The Battle of the Highest Scores

In 2016, Australia and South Africa faced off in a One Day International that will
forever be remembered in cricket folklore. Both teams managed to score a

remarkable 434 runs in their respective innings, leading to a stunning tie. It was
the highest ever total in an ODI match at the time and showcased the power of

batting in modern cricket.

3. The Match Played Over 19 Days

While cricket matches typically last for several hours or days, in 1939, an
extraordinary match took place between England and South Africa. Due to rain
and wet conditions, the match spanned over 19 days, making it the longest Test
match ever. As a result, England's own Harold "George" Newsome scored a

century on debut and still holds the record for the longest innings in Test cricket.

4. The Match Washed Away in a Flood
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In 1971, Australia and England were involved in a captivating Test match in
Sydney. However, halfway through the match, a colossal downpour flooded the
outfield, leading to its abandonment. The pitch was submerged, making it one of

the few cricket matches to be washed away entirely by a flood.

5. The Bizarre Case of the Disappearing Ball

During a Test match between West Indies and England in 2000, the ball went
missing! The players, umpires, and crowd frantically searched for the ball, even
inspecting the sightscreen and surrounding areas. After a long delay, a
replacement ball was finally found, and the match continued under rather strange

circumstances.

6. The Match Played on a Frozen Lake

In 2002, an exhibition match between Finland and Argentina took place on a
frozen lake in Helsinki. With the players wearing ice skates, this unique cricket
match showcased the adaptability of the sport. It attracted worldwide attention,

highlighting the global reach cricket has achieved.

7. The Cricket Match Interrupted by Monkeys

During an One Day International match between Sri Lanka and India in 2020, a
group of mischievous monkeys invaded the field and interrupted play. As the
players and officials tried to shoo them away, the match provided some

unexpected entertainment and laughs for the crowd.

8. The Match That Witnessed 27 Extras in One Over

In a local league cricket match in India, an astonishing incident took place when a
bowler delivered 23 wides and four no-balls in a single over. The match became a

farce as extras piled up, leaving players and spectators bewildered.



9. The Match with a Record 435 Extras

In 2009, a district cricket match in Pakistan set a peculiar record by accumulating
a staggering 435 extras, including 423 wides. Due to a lack of bowling accuracy
and several misjudgments by the umpires, the match became a nightmare for

both teams involved.

10. The Match Resumed after 55 Years

In 2006, the Eastern Railways and Mohun Bagan teams in India were involved in
a match that lasted for six months, spread across 55 years! The match had
initially begun in 1952 but was suspended due to a riot. It eventually resumed in
2006 to complete the remaining 9.5 overs, making it the longest hiatus between

overs in cricket history.

Cricket is undoubtedly a sport known for its ability to produce unexpected results
and memorable moments. The matches mentioned above have etched their way
into history due to their extraordinary circumstances and peculiar events. From
brief two-minute encounters to matches spanning over several decades, cricket
continues to surprise and bewilder fans around the world. These matches are a

testament to the enduring fascination and allure of this remarkable sport.
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Cricket’s Strangest Tales is a fascinating collection of cricketing weirdness — and
there’s a lot of it to choose from! Within these pages you’ll find a game that was
played on ice, meet a plague of flying ants who failed to dampen players’
enthusiasm, and examples of the grand old tradition of one-armed teams versus
one-legged teams. The stories in this book are bizarre, fascinating, hilarious, and,

most importantly, true.

Fully revised, redesigned and updated with a selection of new material for 2016,

this book is the perfect gift for the cricket fanatic in your life.

Word count: 45,000 words
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