10 Unbelievable Seaplanes That Flew From
Ships Without Flight Decks - Prepare to Be
Amazed!

Throughout aviation history, seaplanes have played a crucial role in connecting
remote areas, transporting goods, and performing search and rescue missions.
However, the ability of seaplanes to take off and land on water has not always
been limited to dedicated flight decks on ships. In this article, we will delve into
the intriguing world of seaplanes that defied conventional wisdom by flying from
ships without flight decks. Prepare to be amazed by these incredible feats of

aviation engineering!

1. Vought OS2U Kingfisher

The Vought OS2U Kingfisher was one of the most successful seaplanes of World
War Il. What made this aircraft even more remarkable was its ability to take off
from and land on battleships without flight decks. This was made possible with
the help of a catapult for takeoff and the use of a crane to hoist the seaplane back
onto the ship's deck. The Kingfisher's versatility and reliability made it a crucial

asset for reconnaissance and artillery spotting.

2. Curtiss SO3C Seamew

The Curtiss SO3C Seamew was another remarkable seaplane that operated
without a flight deck. It was designed to replace the Kingfisher but had limited
success due to its poor performance. Despite this, the Seamew's ability to
operate from ships without flight decks opened up new possibilities for seaplane-
based operations, especially in remote areas where the construction of flight

decks was not feasible.
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3. Blackburn Shark

The Blackburn Shark was a torpedo spotter reconnaissance aircraft that served
with the British Royal Navy during the 1930s. Despite being designed for
operations from seaplane tenders, the Blackburn Shark was occasionally
deployed from ships without flight decks, relying on a launching trolley to get off
the water. This flexibility allowed the aircraft to be used in a wide range of

maritime operations.

4. Short Sunderland

The Short Sunderland was a legendary flying boat that served extensively during
World War Il. While it primarily operated from dedicated bases and seaplane
tenders, the Sunderland also demonstrated its ability to take off and land on calm
waters without the need for a flight deck. This feature proved vital in situations
where immediate air support was required or when traditional infrastructure was

unavailable.

5. Consolidated PBY Catalina
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The Consolidated PBY Catalina, one of the most famous seaplanes in history,
was designed for long-range reconnaissance and patrol missions. Its ability to
operate from primitive or improvised locations, including ships without flight
decks, made it an invaluable asset during World War Il. The Catalina's versatility
and endurance allowed it to perform a wide range of missions, including

submarine hunting, search and rescue, and even aerial ambulance duties.

6. Grumman J2F Duck

The Grumman J2F Duck, originally designed as a utility aircraft for the US Navy,
also demonstrated its ability to operate from ships without flight decks. This
rugged and versatile seaplane was utilized in various roles, from search and
rescue operations to reconnaissance and light transport. Its amphibious
capabilities combined with its flexibility to operate from ships made it a valuable

asset in both naval and coastal operations.

7. Arado Ar 196

The Arado Ar 196, a German seaplane employed during World War Il, showcased
its remarkable takeoff and landing capabilities in unconventional locations. This
included flying from ships without traditional flight decks, using cranes or
launching ramps. Despite its limited speed and altitude performance, the Arado Ar

196 was widely used for reconnaissance missions over both land and sea.

8. Supermarine Walrus

The Supermarine Walrus was a British single-engine amphibious aircraft that
operated with the Royal Navy and Royal Air Force during World War l. lts
versatility to perform reconnaissance missions, air-sea rescue operations, and
anti-submarine patrols made it an invaluable asset. Additionally, the Walrus could
be launched and retrieved from ships without dedicated flight decks, ensuring its

usability in various maritime environments.



9. Savoia-Marchetti S.55

The ltalian Savoia-Marchetti S.55 was a remarkable aircraft, known for its
distinctive twin-hulled design and versatility. Despite not being specifically
designed for ship operations, this seaplane could take off and land on water,
allowing it to operate from ships without flight decks or even lakes and rivers. The
S.55 achieved several long-distance flights and set numerous records during the

interwar period.

10. Dornier Do 18

The Dornier Do 18, a German seaplane used during the 1930s, showcased its
ability to operate from ships without flight decks. This impressive aircraft was
primarily employed in reconnaissance and maritime patrol duties. While it did not
gain as much recognition as its successors, the Do 18 played an important role in
the evolution of seaplanes and demonstrated the feasibility of ship-based

operations.

Seaplanes have proven their versatility and adaptability throughout history, and
these incredible aircraft that flew from ships without flight decks are a testament
to human ingenuity and engineering capabilities. From the Vought OS2U
Kingfisher to the Dornier Do 18, each of these seaplanes served unique roles and
pushed the boundaries of what was believed possible. Their remarkable
achievements continue to inspire aviators and engineers to this day, ensuring the

legacy of seaplanes lives on.
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During World War |, the navies of the opposing forces discovered the value of
aerial reconnaissance and many experiments were made to allow larger warships
to carry one or sometimes two aircraft aboard. In the early days these were float
planes that were lowered by crane into the sea and then lifted back aboard upon
their return. This was a lengthy affair and when a speedy departure was
necessary, time was of the essence. A new system was devised so that a
powerful catapult system and a short ramp could, with the added speed of the
ship, get an aircraft airborne in a fraction of the time previously required. Thus
was born a highly specialised type of aircraft. This book includes all the major
designs that went to war in the First and Second World Wars and includes aircraft
used by all the combatants. It looks at how the aircraft evolved and how the
warships were modified to accommodate the aircraft and the catapult system.
The use of these fixed-wing aircraft was abandoned when the invention of the

helicopter was made in the early post WW Il years.
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