
5 Unbelievable Ways Terrorism Is Fueling the
Flames of Civil War - Are We Doomed?
Today's world is plagued by various challenges, and perhaps one of the most
daunting ones is the dangerous nexus between terrorism and civil war. The
intertwining of these two phenomena is a recipe for disaster, as it undermines
national security, hampers development, and threatens global peace. In this
article, we will dive deep into the complex dynamics and consequences arising
from this deadly combination.

The Historical Background

The link between terrorism and civil war can be traced back to various historical
events. From the Spanish Civil War in the 1930s to the Ethiopian Civil War in the
1970s, these conflicts have witnessed the emergence of terrorist groups,
exploiting the chaos and power vacuums created during times of internal strife.

Understanding the Nexus

The nexus between terrorism and civil war can be multi-fold, ranging from
ideological alignment, weapon and resource acquisition, territorial control, and
recruitment of disillusioned individuals. Terrorist organizations often exploit civil
wars to further their agenda, utilizing chaos and instability to gain a foothold and
spread their influence.
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Consequences and Implications

The consequences of the symbiotic relationship between terrorism and civil war
are dire. Firstly, it prolongs and intensifies ongoing conflicts, causing immense
suffering to civilian populations. Secondly, it leads to the radicalization of
individuals who might have otherwise never been involved in extremist activities.
Thirdly, the proliferation of arms and funding channels fuels terrorism beyond the
borders of the original civil war.

Case Studies: Unveiling the Complex Nexus

Syria: A Battlefield Infested with Terrorism

Syria, torn apart by a brutal civil war, has become a hotbed for terrorist
organizations such as ISIS and Al-Qaeda. The conflict has attracted foreign
fighters, drawn to the opportunity for jihad and the power vacuum created by the
civil war. These terrorist groups exploit the chaos to establish their caliphate and
spread fear and violence far beyond Syria's borders.

Afghanistan: A Graveyard of Empires and Terrorism
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Afghanistan's history is marred by prolonged civil war and the subsequent rise of
groups like the Taliban. Terrorist organizations such as Al-Qaeda also found
sanctuary in the country. The continuous cycle of civil war and terrorism has not
only devastated the Afghan people but also made it a breeding ground for global
terrorism, impacting regional and international security.

Nigeria: Boko Haram's Reign of Terror

In Nigeria, the extremist group Boko Haram emerged amidst ongoing conflicts
and tensions. With the Boko Haram insurgency deeply intertwined with the
country's internal conflicts and struggles for power, the group has caused
widespread devastation and posed significant challenges in terms of
counterterrorism efforts. The cycle of terrorism and civil conflict in Nigeria
continues to threaten stability and development.

The Global Response

Addressing the lethal nexus between terrorism and civil war requires a
comprehensive and coordinated global response. This involves addressing root
causes of civil conflict, strengthening governance structures, supporting
peacebuilding initiatives, disrupting terrorist networks, and engaging in cross-
border collaboration to combat the spread of extremist ideologies.

The entanglement of terrorism and civil war represents a formidable challenge for
the international community. However, it is crucial to recognize the complex
dynamics at play in order to effectively mitigate the consequences. The battle
against terrorism and civil war requires a multifaceted approach, rooted in
diplomacy, development, and security measures. Only by addressing the root
causes and breaking this vicious cycle can we hope to build a safer and more
peaceful world.
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This volume seeks to explore whether the current violence, its origins and
dynamics can best be understood as a manifestation of civil war. In so doing, it
considers how the use of violence by all parties has been conditioned and/or
constrained by the domestic factors pertaining to their societies, how external
actors have dealt with the violence internally, and how this has impacted on their
relations with Israel and the Palestinians, and what does the conduct and scope
of the al-Aqsa Intifada suggest about the broader issue of state boundaries and
state legitimacy in the contemporary Middle East?

This volume was previously published as a special issue of the journal Civil Wars.
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