
7 Ways The Crusades In The Modern
World Are Still Impacting Our Lives
Today
The Crusades were a series of religious wars fought between Christians and

Muslims in the Middle Ages. Though they took place centuries ago, their impact

can still be felt in our modern world, shaping various aspects of our lives. In this

article, we will explore seven ways in which the Crusades continue to influence

and impact us today.

1. Cultural Connections

The Crusades led to increased cultural exchanges between the East and the

West. They sparked a curiosity for Eastern art, literature, and knowledge in

Europe, resulting in the of new ideas and technologies. These cultural

connections laid the foundation for the Renaissance and helped shape modern

European culture.

2. Religious Tensions

The religious tensions that existed during the Crusades still resonate today. The

conflicts between Christians, Muslims, and Jews that occurred during this time

have left a lasting impact on interfaith relations. The Crusades are often invoked

in contemporary discussions surrounding religion, highlighting the ongoing

struggle for religious tolerance and understanding.
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3. Trade and Commerce

The Crusades played a significant role in the development of trade and

commerce. The need to supply armies and sustain long-distance travel led to

advancements in navigation and trade routes. As a result, trade networks

expanded, facilitating the exchange of goods, ideas, and cultures between

different regions. The impact of these trade routes can still be seen in today's

global economy.

4. Architecture and Urban Planning

The influence of the Crusades can be seen in the architecture and urban planning

of many cities. The Crusaders brought back architectural styles and techniques

from the Middle East, influencing the construction of castles, churches, and

cathedrals in Europe. Additionally, the Crusades spurred the development of

fortified cities, leading to advancements in urban planning and defense strategies.

5. Linguistic and Literary Influences

The Crusades brought Europeans into contact with new languages and

literatures. Soldiers and pilgrims returning from the Holy Land introduced Arabic

words and translations of Eastern texts. This cross-pollination of languages and
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ideas enriched European literary traditions and influenced the development of

new literary genres such as travelogues and epic poems.

6. Imagery and Symbolism

The Crusades left a lasting impact on imagery and symbolism used in art and

iconography throughout history. The Knight Templar, the Holy Grail, and other

Crusader motifs became popular subjects in literature, paintings, and

contemporary media. These symbols continue to be recognized and referenced in

popular culture, movies, and novels.

7. Political and Geopolitical Effects

The Crusades played a crucial role in shaping political and geopolitical

landscapes. They influenced the establishment of new states, alliances, and

power dynamics in the Middle East and Europe. The repercussions of these

changes continue to be felt today, shaping international relations and conflicts in

the region.

The Crusades were a transformative period in history, and their impact on the

modern world cannot be overlooked. From cultural connections to religious

tensions, trade and commerce to architecture and urban planning, linguistic

influences to imagery and symbolism, and political effects to geopolitical

changes, the Crusades continue to resonate in various aspects of our lives.

Understanding this historical context allows us to grasp the complexities of our

present-day world and fosters a deeper appreciation for the interconnectedness

of societies across time.
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Engaging the Crusades is a series of volumes which offer windows into a newly-

emerging field of historical study: the memory and legacy of the crusades.

Together these volumes examine the reasons behind the enduring resonance of

the crusades and present the memory of crusading in the modern period as a

productive, exciting and much needed area of investigation.

The Crusades in the Modern World evaluates a broad range of contemporary

uses of the crusades and crusading to answer key questions about crusading

today and how the crusades are understood. Each chapter demonstrates how

perceptions of the crusades are deployed in causes and conflicts which mark the

present, exploring the ways in which those perceptions are constructed and

received. Throughout the book there is a focus on the use of crusading rhetoric

and imagery to frame and justify violence, including crusading discourses

employed by both Islamic fundamentalists and far-right terrorists, and the related

deployment of ‘Reconquista’ rhetoric by populist movements in Europe. The use

of the crusades for building national identity is also a recurring theme, while

chapters on academic engagement with the crusades and on the ways in which
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Wikipedia articles on the crusades are created and contested highlight the

ongoing production of knowledge about crusading.

The Crusades in the Modern World is ideal for scholars of the crusades as well as

for military historians and historians of memory.
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