
A Deep Dive Into the Intriguing
Lives of Cornish Seafarers:
Smuggling, Wrecking, and the
Thriving Fishing Industry in
Cornwall
About the Cornish Seafarers

From the golden sandy beaches and rugged cliffs of Cornwall to the turquoise

waters of the Celtic Sea, this enchanting coastal region in southwest England has

been home to a rich seafaring tradition for centuries. The lives of the Cornish

seafarers have been filled with adventure, danger, and a deep connection to the

sea.

The Era of Smuggling

During the 18th and 19th centuries, smuggling thrived along the Cornish coasts.

With its proximity to the European mainland and secluded coves, Cornwall

became a haven for smugglers who evaded the high taxes imposed on imported

goods. The rugged landscape and vast network of secret tunnels and caves

provided the perfect hiding spots for smuggled goods, including tobacco, alcohol,

and luxury items.

These daring seafarers operated under the cover of darkness, using their intimate

knowledge of the treacherous coastline to navigate safely. They would unload the

contraband from their ships onto smaller vessels known as "smuggling luggers"

and deliver them to waiting locals who would distribute the goods across the

county.
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Smuggling not only became a means of economic survival for many in Cornwall

but also a way to defy oppressive taxes imposed by the government. The

smugglers were revered by the local community, and their exploits became the

stuff of legends.

The Perils of Wrecking

Another aspect of Cornish seafarers' lives was wrecker activity. Wrecking refers to

the practice of luring ships onto treacherous rocks during stormy weather and

then plundering the wreckage. This dark and dangerous trade was a desperate

attempt to salvage valuable cargo and materials from the sea.

Corrupt and ruthless wreckers used various methods to deceive and lure

unsuspecting ships to their doom. They would tie lanterns around their horses'

necks, imitating the lights of a safe harbor, leading ships astray and causing them

to crash onto the rocks.
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While not all Cornish seafarers engaged in wrecking, the trade brought

considerable wealth to those involved. However, it came at a great cost, as many

lives were lost during these treacherous operations. The activity eventually

declined as improved navigational aids and rescues services emerged, rendering

wrecking less profitable.

The Thriving Fishing Industry

Despite the shadow cast by smuggling and wrecking, the fishing industry has

always been an integral part of Cornwall's seafaring heritage. The county's long

and diverse coastline is teeming with an abundance of fish species, offering a

plentiful source of sustenance and economic prosperity.

For generations, Cornish fishermen have been setting sail aboard their sturdy

boats, pursuing the catch of the day. To this day, fishing villages like Newlyn,

Padstow, and St. Ives are bustling with activity as fishermen bring in their fresh

hauls of mackerel, crab, lobster, and more.

The fishing industry in Cornwall has witnessed its own ups and downs, with

changing regulations and the impact of industrialization. However, it remains an

essential part of the local economy and culture, contributing to the region's

renowned seafood cuisine and attracting visitors seeking authentic maritime

experiences.

The Legacy of Cornish Seafarers

The lives of Cornish seafarers have shaped the culture, folklore, and identity of

Cornwall. Their tales of smugglers' cunning, wreckers' treachery, and fishermen's

bravery are woven into the fabric of local legends and traditions.



Today, these stories continue to captivate visitors who come to explore the

breathtaking coastal landscapes and immerse themselves in the rich maritime

history of Cornwall. Museums, historic sites, and maritime festivals pay homage to

the exploits of these intrepid seafarers, ensuring that their legacy lives on for

future generations to cherish.

So, whether you're drawn to the intrigue of smuggling, the thrill of wrecking, or the

timeless allure of fishing, Cornwall offers a fascinating glimpse into the

extraordinary lives of its seafaring adventurers.
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This fascinating book contains a detailed account of the seafaring lifestyle

intrinsic to Cornish culture, covering a wide range of topics from smuggling and

wrecking to fishing and general boating. A delightful book sure to appeal to

anyone with a keen interest in Cornish culture, Cornish Seafarers is a must-have

addition to collections of antiquarian nautical literature and well deserves a place

atop any bookshelf. Alfred Kenneth Hamilton Jenkin (29 October 1900 - 20

August 1980) was best known as a historian, who had a keen interest in Cornish
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mining and published the classic text The Cornish Miner (1927). This rare text has

been elected for modern republication due to its historical value, and is proudly

republished here with a new to the subject.
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