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For history enthusiasts and scholars alike, the name Sulla carries immense
significance. Gaius Cornelius Sulla Felix, known as Sulla, was a prominent
Roman general and politician who lived during the late Roman Republic era. Born
in 138 BC, this influential figure left a lasting impact on Roman history and laid
the groundwork for the transition of the Republic into an autocratic system.

Sulla's Rise to Power

Sulla's political career began in the military, where his tactical prowess and
leadership skills swiftly earned him a distinguished reputation. He was known for
being a fierce and ruthless general, winning crucial battles against foreign
enemies and effectively expanding Rome's territories.
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However, it was the civil war between Sulla and his bitter rival, Gaius Marius, that
truly shaped his destiny. Sulla emerged triumphant after numerous conflicts,
ultimately assuming dictatorship in 82 BC. This marked a turning point in Roman
history, as Sulla became the first Roman to hold the title of "dictator" since the
early days of the Republic.
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The Reign of Sulla and its Impact

During his dictatorship, Sulla implemented numerous reforms and reshaped the
political landscape of Rome. His reforms aimed at strengthening the power of the
Senate, limiting the influence of popular assemblies, and reducing the authority of
the tribunes. While some of these reforms were intended to restore stability,
others were driven by personal vendettas, resulting in purges and political
persecutions.

Sulla's reign also witnessed significant changes in military organization and
governance. He reformed the Roman army, introducing professional legions and
new methods of recruitment. Sulla also focused on enacting laws to regulate
conduct and uphold moral values, reflecting his conservative approach to
governance.

Legacy and Controversies

After resigning from his dictatorship in 79 BC, Sulla lived a short retired life,
passing away in 78 BC. However, his actions and policies continued to
reverberate through Roman history. Some hailed Sulla as a savior of the
Republic, while others condemned his dictatorial rule and the bloodshed caused
during his purges.

Arthur Keaveney, an esteemed historian and authority on ancient Rome,
meticulously explores these complexities in his book "Sulla The Last Republican."
Keaveney delves into Sulla's motivations, tactics, and the far-reaching
consequences of his reign, providing readers with a comprehensive
understanding of this pivotal period in Roman history.

Unveiling the Triumphs and Tragedies



Keaveney's captivating narrative brings Sulla's life and times to life, highlighting
the triumphs, tragedies, and personal struggles that shaped this enigmatic figure.
From his ambitious rise to power to the political and societal changes he
imposed, Keaveney's work invites readers to explore the complex web of events
that unfolded during Sulla's reign.

Through careful analysis of historical sources, Keaveney sheds light on the
motivations behind Sulla's actions, painting a nuanced portrait of a man torn
between his desire for personal power and his commitment to the ideals of the
Republic. Keaveney's thought-provoking analysis offers readers an opportunity to
delve into the mind of a leader whose legacy continues to spark debate amongst
historians.

Don't Miss the Extraordinary Tale of Sulla The Last Republican

Whether you are a history enthusiast, a fan of biographies, or simply curious
about the captivating stories of ancient Rome, Arthur Keaveney's "Sulla The Last
Republican" is a must-read. This meticulously researched and engagingly written
book provides an unparalleled exploration of the life and legacy of Sulla, offering
readers a fascinating journey into the last days of the Roman Republic.

Discover the triumphs, tragedies, and controversies surrounding Sulla through
the meticulous research and captivating storytelling of Arthur Keaveney. Unveil
the secrets of one of Rome's last republican leaders and gain a profound
understanding of the political and social transformations that laid the groundwork
for the Roman Empire.
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In this second edition of Arthur Keaveney's classic biography, a fresh generation
of students, scholars and readers are introduced to one of the most pivotal
figures in the outgoing Roman Empire.

A definitive book in its field, this second edition is a must read. Completely
rewritten and updated to include the further discoveries of the last two decades, it
challenges traditional views of Sulla as a tyrant and harsh military dictator and
instead delivers a compellingly complex portrait of a man obsessed with the belief
that he was blessed with divine favour.
Written by a leading authority on the classical world, this lively and entertaining
book transports us through Sulla's rise from poverty and obscurity to his
dictatorship of Rome, highlighting his dedication and achievements in better
ordering the Republic before his decline a generation later.
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