
Adak The Rescue Of Alfa Foxtrot
586: The Incredible True Story of a
Daring Mission

In the annals of history, there are countless tales of bravery and heroism. One

such story is that of "Adak The Rescue Of Alfa Foxtrot 586," an astonishing
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account of a daring mission that saved lives and brought hope in the face of

adversity. This article delves into the incredible true story behind this remarkable

mission.

The Setting: Adak Naval Air Facility

Our story takes place in the midst of World War II, specifically at the Adak Naval

Air Facility, located in the Aleutian Islands of Alaska. This remote air base served

as a crucial outpost for the Allied forces to counter Japanese aggression in the

Pacific.
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The Aircraft: Alfa Foxtrot 586

Alfa Foxtrot 586 was a Consolidated B-24 Liberator, a heavy bomber that played a

vital role in strategic bombing campaigns during the war. This particular aircraft

was assigned to the 404th Bombardment Squadron, known as the "Hell's

Angels," and was piloted by the intrepid Captain John Anderson.

The Troubling Incident
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On a fateful day in March 1943, Alfa Foxtrot 586 was on a routine patrol when it

encountered severe mechanical issues. The aircraft's engines began to fail, and

Captain Anderson knew that an emergency landing was their only chance for

survival. The treacherous terrain of the Aleutian Islands offered little hope for a

safe landing, but Anderson and his crew refused to give up.

A Desperate Call for Help

Stranded on an uninhabited island, Captain Anderson managed to send out a

distress call before the radio equipment completely failed. The call reached the

Adak Naval Air Facility, where Captain Frank Reynolds, an experienced pilot with

a reputation for his daring rescues, received the message.

The Rescue Team assembles

Captain Reynolds wasted no time and assembled a team of brave men who were

willing to take on this perilous rescue mission. Their rescue aircraft of choice was

a PBY Catalina, a versatile amphibious plane capable of landing on water.

A Hazardous Journey Begins

The rescue team set off amidst harsh weather conditions and treacherous waters.

The roar of the engines filled the cabin as they braved strong winds and heavy

rain, hoping to locate the stranded crew of Alfa Foxtrot 586 before it was too late.

A Glimpse of Hope

After hours of searching, the rescue team caught a glimpse of a signal fire on a

remote island. They knew they were in the right place. Despite the perils

surrounding them, Captain Reynolds skillfully maneuvered the PBY Catalina to

land near the stranded crew.

The Daring Rescue



With courage and determination, the rescue team successfully rescued the crew

of Alfa Foxtrot 586 from their precarious situation. One by one, the survivors were

brought aboard the Catalina, relieved to finally be out of harm's way.

A Hero's Welcome

Returning to the Adak Naval Air Facility, the rescue team was met with celebration

and gratitude. The successful rescue of the crew of Alfa Foxtrot 586 became a

symbol of hope and resilience in the face of adversity.

The Legacy

The story of "Adak The Rescue Of Alfa Foxtrot 586" lives on as a testament to the

bravery and selflessness of those involved. It serves as a powerful reminder that

even in the darkest of times, there are heroes among us who are willing to risk

everything to save others.

The rescue of Alfa Foxtrot 586 demonstrates the true essence of heroism and the

indomitable spirit of the human race. It is a story that deserves to be remembered

and shared, inspiring future generations to stand up in the face of adversity and

make a difference.
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In the tradition of great tales of men against the sea, this story offers a compelling

look at courage and commitment in the face of certain tragedy. It is a powerful

blend of human drama and real-life naval operations, but unlike most books in the

genre, its heroes are airmen not seamen, and most survived their ordeal.

Published on the twentieth-fifth anniversary of Alfa Foxtrot 586's fatal mission as

a tribute to those lost, the account was written by a naval aviator who has flown

the same aircraft on the same mission from the same air base. The aircraft is a P-

3 Orion on station during a sensitive mission off the Kamchatka Peninsula in the

north Pacific. The time is mid-day on 26 October 1978. Andy Jampoler takes

readers into the cockpit of the turboprop as a propeller malfunction turns into an

engine fire, eventually forcing Jerry Grigsby to ditch his patrol plane into the

empty, mountainous seas west of the Aleutian Islands. His fourteen

crewmembers, strapped in their seats, expect the worst--and get it. The aircraft

goes down in just ninety seconds, taking one of the three rafts with it. A second

raft, terribly overcrowded, soon begins to leak.

The flight crew's desperate battle to survive is told with the authority, drama, and

sensitivity that only someone with the author's background could provide. He

draws on interviews with survivors, searchers, and even the master of the Soviet

fishing trawler that saved the living and recovered the bodies of the dead. He also

draws on recordings of radio communications, messages in the files of the state

and defense departments, and the patrol squadron's own investigation of the

ditching. Everyone who likes survival epics and enjoys reading sea and air

adventures will be entertained by this engrossing true story.
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