
America and Britain's Covert Mission in Iran:
Unveiling the Untold Story behind Their Soft
Power Strategies in the Period of 1953-1960
In the tumultuous years of 1953-1960, the world witnessed a remarkable chapter
in the history of international relations, as America and Britain strategically
deployed their soft power in Iran. This period wove a complex tapestry of covert
missions, political maneuvers, and cultural interventions that ultimately shaped
the trajectory of Iran's socio-political landscape.

The Coup of 1953: Unraveling Iran's Democratic Experiment

The story begins in 1953, when Iran's democratically elected Prime Minister,
Mohammad Mossadegh, sought to nationalize Iran's oil industry, thus threatening
the interests of Western powers. Fearing the loss of their economic leverage, the
United States and Britain orchestrated a covert mission to topple Mossadegh's
government, leading to the infamous coup that overthrew him and reinstated
Shah Mohammad Reza Pahlavi.
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Soft Power through Intelligence Operations

Following the successful coup, America and Britain intensified their efforts to
cement their influence in Iran through a plethora of intelligence operations
conducted by the CIA and MI6. These covert endeavors aimed to manipulate key
actors, such as political figures and military leaders, to ensure their unwavering
loyalty to the Western powers.

Cultural Interventions: Exporting Western Ideals

Recognizing the significance of cultural influence, America and Britain embarked
on a mission to export Western ideals, fostering an environment conducive to
their soft power objectives. Through the likes of American libraries, educational
programs, and radio broadcasts, they sought to shape the Iranian public's
perceptions, leading them to view Western values as desirable and aligning them
with the interests of the United States and Britain.

Overarching Economic Dominance: The Foundation of Soft Power

While covert operations and cultural interventions were pivotal, the economic
dominance of America and Britain lay at the heart of their soft power strategies.
Taking advantage of Iran's vast oil reserves, they established economic
structures that heavily favored Western corporations, enabling them to maintain a
dominant role in Iran's economic affairs and perpetuate their influence over the
nation.

The Backlash and the Seeds of Resistance

However, this tide of American and British soft power in Iran was not without its
consequences. As Iranians became increasingly disillusioned with the imposed
Western influence, dissent brewed beneath the surface. This discontent
eventually spurred the rise of political movements that sought to challenge the



dominance of the United States and Britain, ultimately leading to the Iranian
Revolution in 1979.

The era of 1953-1960 remains a poignant reminder of America and Britain's
covert mission in Iran, where soft power was leveraged to manipulate political
dynamics and maintain economic dominance. This historical account sheds light
on the intricacies of soft power strategies employed by major global players,
ultimately offering a sobering reflection on the lasting consequences of such
interventions in the realm of international relations.
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This book offers a distinctive approach to understanding Anglo-American
relations with Iran in the early Cold War. It establishes how the United Kingdom
and United States used soft power between 1953 and 1960 to combat
communism and promote their respective ways of life in Iran. It identifies their
motives, the types of initiatives employed, and the extent to which they perceived
their policies to be a success. It is a historical case study through which wider s
regarding UK and US foreign policy can be drawn. As well as illustrating the
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competitive tensions within the Anglo-American 'special relationship', it highlights
the role of individuals in the making and shaping of diplomatic endeavours. More
broadly, the analysis of UK and US interactions in Iran through the prism of soft
power underlines that there was more to both countries’ Cold War foreign policies
than the containment of communism.
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