
American Football Forgotten Kings:
Unearthing the Untold Stories of Legendary
Players
American football has a long and storied history, filled with unforgettable
moments and iconic figures. While some players have etched their names in the
annals of American sports history, there are a few who have been overshadowed
by time, slipping into the forgotten realms of the sport. In this article, we dive into
the forgotten kings of American football, unearthing their incredible stories and
accomplishments that deserve to be remembered.

The Forgotten Pioneers

Before the dawn of the National Football League (NFL), there were remarkable
players who paved the way for the sport's glory. George Halas, often known as
"Papa Bear," was not only a key figure in the establishment of the NFL but also a
talented player himself. Halas' contributions to the game extend far beyond his
playing career, as he went on to become one of the most influential coaches and
team owners in football history.

Another forgotten pioneer is Jim Thorpe, an extraordinary athlete who excelled in
various sports. Thorpe's football career began in the early 1900s, and he quickly
made a name for himself with his exceptional speed, agility, and strength. Despite
facing discrimination as a Native American, Thorpe persisted and became one of
the first-ever superstars of American football.
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Unsung Heroes of the Trenches

While quarterbacks and running backs often steal the spotlight, the linemen toil in
the trenches, forgotten by many. However, their contribution is crucial, as they are
the backbone of every successful team. Dwight Stephenson, a center for the
Miami Dolphins in the 1980s, is a prime example of an unsung hero.
Stephenson's remarkable blocking abilities and consistency were instrumental in
the Dolphins' success during that era. Unfortunately, his career was cut short due
to injury, causing him to fade into obscurity.

Another forgotten king of the trenches is Alan Page, a dominant defensive tackle
for the Minnesota Vikings in the 1970s. Page's relentless pursuit of quarterbacks
and exceptional skills made him a defensive force to be reckoned with.
Remarkably, Page achieved even greater heights off the field, becoming the first
African-American justice of the Minnesota Supreme Court after retiring from
football.

Tragic Tales and Lost Careers

American football is no stranger to tragedy and lost potential. One such example
is that of Ernie Davis, a talented running back from Syracuse University. Davis
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showed immense promise during his college career, winning the prestigious
Heisman Trophy in 1961. However, his dreams of a professional career were
shattered when he was diagnosed with leukemia. Davis passed away at the
young age of 23, robbing the sport of a potentially legendary figure.

Another tragic tale is that of Bubba Smith, a defensive end who played for the
Baltimore Colts and the Oakland Raiders in the 1960s and 1970s. Smith's
dominance on the field earned him accolades, but his struggles with injuries and
post-career health issues ultimately led to a lesser-known retirement. Smith later
found success as an actor, starring in popular films like the "Police Academy"
series.

Remembering the Forgotten Kings

While some players may have faded from our collective memory, their impact on
the game remains everlasting. It is essential to remember and celebrate these
forgotten kings of American football, whose contributions shaped the sport we
love today. Their stories serve as a reminder that greatness can come from
unexpected places and that the journey to success is often paved with sacrifice
and perseverance.

Next time you watch a game, take a moment to appreciate the linemen battling in
the trenches or research the pioneers who laid the foundations for American
football. Let's keep the legacy of these forgotten kings alive and ensure that their
remarkable stories continue to inspire future generations of players and fans
alike.
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In 1991, their first year of existence, the London Monarchs won the first World
Bowl title at Wembley. Just seven years later the team had folded and swiftly
disappeared from the public consciousness. This book recounts the true story of
the only professional American football team to ever exist in England. It details
each of the Monarchs' seasons, both statistically regarding on-field performance
and culturally with the American players' stories of their experience in London. It
also delves into the history of the NFL's European experiments, the World
League of American Football, and NFL Europe. Chronicling the Monarchs'
surprising rise and shocking decline, Alex Cassidy has interviewed players,
coaches, and fans to pinpoint the successes and failures of the flagship
European franchise.
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