
An Exciting Journey: Embark on an
Unforgettable Adventure of Boating on the
North America Great Loop!
Imagine being surrounded by breathtaking landscapes, cruising along
picturesque rivers, canals, and lakes, and exploring vibrant coastal cities - all
while aboard a boat. The North America Great Loop offers precisely that, and
more. This epic boating adventure takes you on a journey through stunning
natural wonders and vibrant cities, allowing you to immerse yourself in the beauty
and diversity of this continent like never before.

The North America Great Loop: A Quick Overview

The North America Great Loop is a 6,000-mile-long route that connects the inland
waterways of the eastern United States and Canada, including the Atlantic
Intracoastal Waterway, the Great Lakes, the inland rivers, and the Gulf of Mexico.
It is a fantastic adventure route that offers an unparalleled experience for boating
enthusiasts.

Heading South: Intracoastal Waterway, Florida Keys, and the Gulf of
Mexico

The journey begins by heading south along the Intracoastal Waterway, a
protected route that stretches from Norfolk, Virginia, to Miami, Florida. This
section of the loop offers breathtaking views of sandy beaches, picturesque
coastal towns, and lush marshlands. Boating enthusiasts can explore iconic
destinations such as the historic city of Charleston, the vibrant nightlife of Miami,
and the stunning Florida Keys, with their crystal-clear turquoise waters.
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As you continue south, you'll reach the Gulf of Mexico, where you can experience
the thrill of sailing on open waters. From enjoying the serene beauty of the Barrier
Islands to witnessing stunning sunsets over the Gulf, this leg of the journey
promises unforgettable moments and breathtaking natural scenery.

Looping through the Mighty Rivers: Mississippi, Ohio, and
Tennessee

Leaving the Gulf of Mexico, the journey takes a new direction as you navigate
through the mighty rivers that connect the heart of America. The Mississippi
River, Ohio River, and Tennessee River offer a completely different experience,
immersing you in the rich history and natural beauty of the region. As you cruise
along these rivers, you'll encounter charming small towns, rolling hills, and scenic
landscapes, all while indulging in the peace and tranquility of the surroundings.

Exploring the Great Lakes: A Sailor's Paradise
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After completing the river section, you'll be greeted by the magnificent Great
Lakes. These vast bodies of water offer an endless playground for boating
enthusiasts, with countless opportunities for sailing, fishing, and simply enjoying
the incredible beauty that surrounds you. From Lake Michigan's stunning sand
dunes to the charming waterfront towns of Wisconsin, exploring the Great Lakes
will truly be a sailor's paradise.

Heading North: The St. Lawrence River and the Eastern Waterways

As the journey nears its end, the route takes you through the St. Lawrence River,
where you'll witness a dramatic change in scenery. Majestic cliffs, deep forests,
and historic riverside towns will captivate your senses as you make your way
towards the Atlantic Ocean. The final leg of the North America Great Loop, along
the Eastern Waterways, allows you to explore iconic cities such as New York,
Boston, and Washington D.C., before completing the loop and returning to your
starting point.

Planning Your Adventure

Embarking on the North America Great Loop is a dream come true for many
boating enthusiasts. However, careful planning is essential to ensure a smooth
and enjoyable journey. Here are some tips to help you get started:

Choosing the Right Vessel

Deciding on the type and size of the boat is one of the most crucial aspects of
planning your adventure. Depending on your preferences and budget, you can
choose from sailboats, powerboats, or trawlers. It's important to consider the
comfort, fuel efficiency, and maneuverability of the vessel as you'll be spending a
significant amount of time onboard.

Obtaining the Appropriate Licenses and Permits



Before embarking on the North America Great Loop, ensure you have the
necessary licenses and permits. Familiarize yourself with the boating regulations
in each region and obtain the required documentation to avoid any legal issues
during your journey.

Planning Your Stops and Itinerary

With such a vast route, planning your stops and itinerary becomes essential.
Research the different destinations, marinas, and attractions along the way to
determine where you'd like to spend time exploring. Consider the weather, tides,
and available facilities at each stop to ensure a smooth and enjoyable journey.

Stocking Up on Supplies

As you'll be spending long periods on your boat, it's crucial to stock up on
essential supplies. From food and water to spare parts and safety equipment,
make a thorough checklist to ensure you have everything you need to stay safe
and comfortable throughout your adventure.

An adventure of boating on the North America Great Loop offers an unparalleled
experience to immerse yourself in the natural beauty and diverse cultures of this
continent. From the sunny Florida Keys to the mighty Mississippi River, the
serene Great Lakes to vibrant coastal cities, each leg of the journey promises
breathtaking sights and unforgettable memories. So, prepare your vessel, chart
your course, and embark on this extraordinary adventure that will leave you with
stories to share for a lifetime.
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The Great Loop is North America's premier boating adventure for the recreational
boater. This 6,000 to 8,000 mile route connects the Southeast to the Northeast
and the East Coast to the Midwest. Though easily accessible, more people climb
Mt. Everest than complete the Great Loop. The route is mostly on protected
waters of rivers, lakes, sounds, bays behind barrier islands, and canals. The
Great Loop is an adventure of seeing America's backyard, going through cities
and small towns, experiencing culture and history and boating with like-minded
people where some will become life-long friends. Travel with the author as their
lives were changed and experience the people, the history, and the geography in
an easy to read adventure that takes you there. Boaters will feel the nudge to do
this adventure.
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