An Unbelievable True Story Revealed: An
Attempt At An Accurate Account Of The
Dalton Gang And Coffeyville

The Infamous Dalton Gang: A Tale of Bandits, Betrayal, and Bloody
Redemption

They were the stuff legends are made of. The Dalton Gang, a group of notorious
outlaws, captured the imagination of the Old West with their audacious bank
robberies and daring escapades. Forever etched in history, their fateful encounter
in Coffeyville, Kansas, would become a defining moment in the annals of
American crime. Get ready to delve into the gripping tale of the Dalton Gang and

their ill-fated expedition to Coffeyville.

The Rise of the Dalton Gang: From Lawmen to Outlaws

Long before they became public enemies, the Dalton brothers were upholders of
the law. Bob, Grat, Emmett, and Bill Dalton were respected lawmen who turned
their backs on justice, captivated by the allure of easy money and a life of
adventure. Their transformation from respected lawmen to feared outlaws was
fueled by frustration, ambition, and the temptation of the vast fortunes held within

bank vaults.

The Dalton Gang adopted a distinctive modus operandi, targeting banks and
trains across the Midwest. Their reign of terror began in 1890, with a series of
successful robberies that left law enforcement agencies and the public
dumbstruck. The gang's brazen tactics and uncanny ability to evade capture

made them an enigma that captured the imagination of the American people.
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The Raid on Coffeyville: A Desperate Gamble

October 5, 1892, would forever etch Coffeyville onto the historical maps. The
Dalton Gang, now six members strong, descended upon the small Kansas town
with the intention of robbing two banks simultaneously. However, unbeknownst to
them, the townsfolk were prepared and resolute. As the gang members galloped
through the streets, Coffeyville's citizens stood firm, ready to defend their town at

all costs.

What ensued was a brutal and chaotic firefight that saw the town marshaling its
forces. Armed citizens, local lawmen, and even the town matriarch took up arms,
defending their community against the ruthless outlaws. By the end of the day,

four members of the Dalton Gang lay dead, along with eight townspeople.

The Aftermath and Legacy of the Dalton Gang

The disastrous raid in Coffeyville marked the beginning of the end for the Dalton

Gang. The surviving members were hunted relentlessly by law enforcement
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agencies, ultimately leading to their capture or demise. The tale of the Dalton
Gang's daring escapades and their ultimate downfall became a symbol of hope
for towns across America, emphasizing the power of unity and the indomitable

spirit of ordinary citizens.

The story of the Dalton Gang captivated the nation, inspiring countless books,
films, and songs that immortalized their exploits. To this day, their tale continues
to resonate, highlighting the allure and dangers of rebellion, the allure of the

outlaw, and the eternal quest for redemption.

So, now you have gained a glimpse into the captivating and dramatic account of
the Dalton Gang and the infamous raid on Coffeyville. The story of these

notorious outlaws serves as a reminder of the enduring fascination with the Wild
West and the indelible legacy left by those who dared to challenge authority and

carve their names into history.
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This is an illustrated account of the Dalton Gang's unsuccessful raid on two

banks in Coffeyville, Kansas on October 5, 1892. Originally published by the

Coffeyville Historical Society, this reprint includes an updated foreword by the

author. Included in the book are brief histories of the area, the Dalton family, the

brothers (Bob, Grat, and Emmett) both as lawmen and as outlaws, and a detailed

account of the raid and its aftermath, including information about the citizens who

rose to the defense of their town. The author, Lue Diver Barndollar, has appeared

on the History Channel as an expert on the Dalton Gang and Coffeyville, Kansas.
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