
Arsenic In Plants: Discover the
Surprising Methods of Extraction
And Speciation That Will Shock You!

In recent years, concerns about the presence of arsenic in various food sources

have grown significantly. Arsenic is a toxic element that can be found in the
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environment, including soil and water. Unfortunately, this poisonous substance

can also accumulate in plants, potentially posing health risks to animals and

humans consuming them.

Methods of Extraction

Several methods are used to extract arsenic from plants, allowing scientists to

analyze its concentration and understand the extent of contamination. The most

commonly employed techniques include:
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1. Acid Digestion

This method involves treating plants with a strong acid solution (such as nitric or

hydrochloric acid) to dissolve the organic matter. The resulting solution is then

analyzed to determine the arsenic concentration. Acid digestion is a widely used

technique due to its simplicity and efficiency.

2. Microwave-Assisted Extraction
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In recent years, microwave-assisted extraction has gained popularity due to its

ability to extract arsenic from plants more rapidly compared to traditional

methods. This technique involves subjecting the plant samples to microwave

radiation in a mixture of acid and water, allowing for efficient extraction of arsenic.

3. Ultrasound-Assisted Extraction

Ultrasound-assisted extraction utilizes high-frequency sound waves to break down

plant cells and release the arsenic compounds. This method is known for its

efficiency and has been successfully applied to various plant species.

Speciation of Arsenic

Arsenic exists in various chemical forms, known as species, which differ in their

toxicity and behavior. Analyzing the speciation of arsenic in plants is crucial for

understanding its potential health effects. Common techniques used for arsenic

speciation include:

1. High-Performance Liquid Chromatography (HPLC)

HPLC is a powerful analytical technique that separates and quantifies different

chemical species. By using different mobile phases and detectors, researchers

can identify and measure the concentration of specific arsenic species in plant

samples.

2. Hydride Generation Atomic Absorption Spectrometry (HGAAS)

HGAAS is a sensitive method used for the determination of arsenic species. It

involves the conversion of different arsenic species into volatile hydrides, which

are then measured using atomic absorption spectrometry. This technique enables

the identification and quantification of inorganic arsenic species.

3. X-ray Absorption Spectroscopy (XAS)



XAS is an advanced technique that provides detailed information about the

chemical structure and bonding of arsenic compounds. It allows scientists to

determine the oxidation states and coordination environments of arsenic species

in plant samples.

The Implications

The detection and speciation of arsenic in plants have significant implications for

food safety and human health. By understanding the level and forms of arsenic

present in plants, scientists can develop strategies to minimize contamination and

ensure the consumption of safe and healthy crops.

Arsenic in plants is a concerning issue that requires careful monitoring and

analysis. The methods of extraction and speciation discussed in this article play a

vital role in identifying and understanding the presence of arsenic in plant

samples. Ongoing research and advancements in analytical techniques will

continue to enhance our knowledge of this toxic element, ultimately leading to

effective ways of mitigating risks and ensuring food safety.
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The work presents the results of doctoral research for arsenic in plants grown on

arsenic contaminated soils. Detail descriptions of the methods of extraction and

speciation of arsenic are reported. Many plant samples were collected over a

number of growing seasons from the abandoned gold mining areas located at a

place called Deloro in Ontario, Canada. Collected plant samples were processed,

prepared, extracted, and analyzed using state of art analytical instruments.

Interesting results were observed regarding the extractability of arsenic from

plants depending on the chemical states of arsenic (As-III, As-V) and plant

species. Various solvents were evaluated for their extraction efficiencies (EE's)

and a sequential extraction method for the complete extraction of arsenic was

developed.
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