
Battle of Surigao Strait: The Epic Twentieth
Century Naval Clash You've Never Heard Of!

The Battle of Surigao Strait remains one of the most significant and epic naval
clashes of the twentieth century. In the dark hours of October 25, 1944, under the
cover of night, the final and decisive battle between the Allied and Japanese
forces in the Pacific unfolded. This battle proves that heroes can emerge from the
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depths when hope seems lost. Join us as we delve into the remarkable story of
the Battle of Surigao Strait and the immense sacrifices made by those who fought
for victory.

Background: The Pacific Theater in World War II

Before diving into the details of the Battle of Surigao Strait, it's essential to
understand the broader context of the Pacific Theater during World War II. The
war had been raging for years, and Allied forces were determined to liberate the
Philippines, which had fallen into Japanese hands. The strategic Surigao Strait,
located in the Philippines, was a crucial route that needed to be secured for the
success of the Allied operations.
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The Japanese Plan of Attack

The Japanese, aware of the strategic importance of Surigao Strait, devised a plan
to disrupt the Allied forces and maintain control over the area. However, the
skilled Allied commanders were not to be outsmarted easily. They deployed
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various tactics and used their superior intelligence to prepare for the inevitable
clash.

The Battle Unfolds

In the early hours of October 25, 1944, the Battle of Surigao Strait began. The
Allied forces, consisting of the US Seventh Fleet under Rear Admiral Jesse
Oldendorf, were strategically positioned and ready to face the Japanese
onslaught. The Japanese, facing a cunning trap, found themselves caught
between devastating gunfire from American battleships.

Heroes Emerge in the Darkness

As the battle intensified, brave individuals on both sides emerged as heroes.
Lieutenant Commander Ernest E. Evans of the USS Johnston heroically
commanded his destroyer, engaging Japanese cruisers and battleships
fearlessly, despite being gravely outnumbered. His valiant actions in the face of
overwhelming odds set an example of exceptional leadership to all who
witnessed his unwavering determination.

The Aftermath and Legacy

The Battle of Surigao Strait resulted in a resounding victory for the Allied forces.
Several Japanese warships were sunk or severely damaged, effectively disabling
the Japanese fleet's ability to control the Surigao Strait and posing a significant
setback for their operations in the Pacific. The battle's impact was far-reaching
and played a critical role in the overall outcome of World War II.

Remembering the Heroes

The Battle of Surigao Strait stands as a testament to the bravery, skill, and
sacrifice exhibited by those who fought on both sides. It is essential to remember
and honor their memories, ensuring that their extraordinary efforts are never



forgotten. By revisiting their stories, we can truly grasp the significance of this
remarkable twentieth-century naval clash.

The Battle of Surigao Strait was a turning point in World War II, illustrating the
power of strategic planning, relentless bravery, and united determination. The
sacrifices made by those involved in this historic clash should serve as a constant
reminder of the courage and resilience displayed during the darkest days of the
twentieth century. Let us pay homage to these heroes and strive for a future
where conflicts can be resolved diplomatically, and the world can move forward in
peace.
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“[Tully] paints Admiral Nishimura's high-speed run into history with an entirely
fresh palette of detail.” —James D. Hornfischer, New York Times–bestselling
author of Neptune’s Inferno
 
Surigao Strait in the Philippine Islands was the scene of a major battleship duel
during the Battle of Leyte Gulf. Because the battle was fought at night and had
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few survivors on the Japanese side, the events of that naval engagement have
been passed down in garbled accounts.
 
Anthony P. Tully pulls together all of the existing documentary material, including
newly discovered accounts and a careful analysis of US Navy action reports, to
create a new and more detailed description of the action. In several respects,
Tully's narrative differs radically from the received versions and represents an
important historical corrective. Also included in the book are a number of
previously unpublished photographs and charts that bring a fresh perspective to
the battle.
 
“By giving a fuller view of the Japanese side, Tully's work forces a substantial
revision of the traditional picture of the battle. Battle of Surigao Strait is not only
military history based on scrupulous use of a plethora of new source materials,
but is a spanking good read. Highly recommended.” —War in History
 
“Tully has managed to trace the complicated flow of and reason for events on the
nights of 24-25 October with a skill and aplomb that forces one to reconsider
previously held views.” —Naval History
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