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About Earthscan Food And Agriculture

Earthscan Food And Agriculture is a groundbreaking initiative that aims to

reshape the way we produce and consume food in order to tackle the challenges

of the future. With the world population growing steadily, it is becoming

increasingly crucial to find sustainable and innovative solutions that can ensure

food security for all while minimizing environmental impacts. Earthscan Food And

Agriculture seeks to do just that by fostering research, collaboration, and the

implementation of new paradigms in the food and agricultural sectors.

The Need for a New Paradigm

The existing agricultural system is facing multiple challenges that threaten its

long-term viability. Issues such as climate change, loss of biodiversity, soil

degradation, water scarcity, and the increasing demand for food in a globalized

world call for a new approach to food and agriculture. By building a new

paradigm, Earthscan Food And Agriculture aims to address these challenges and

create a more sustainable and resilient system that can ensure food security

while preserving our planet's resources for future generations.

Key Principles of the New Paradigm

1. Regenerative Agriculture



Regenerative agriculture is at the core of Earthscan Food And Agriculture's new

paradigm. This approach focuses on rebuilding and enhancing soil health,

promoting biodiversity, conserving water, and reducing the use of synthetic inputs.

By adopting regenerative practices, farmers can improve the overall productivity

and resilience of their land while also contributing to mitigating climate change

and reversing environmental degradation. Regenerative agriculture provides a

sustainable and organic alternative to conventional farming methods.
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2. Circular Economy

The circular economy is another key principle promoted by Earthscan Food And

Agriculture. This concept aims to eliminate waste and ensure the efficient use of

resources throughout the entire food system. By closing the nutrient loop,

reducing food waste, and implementing innovative recycling and reuse practices,

the circular economy can minimize environmental impacts and create a more

sustainable and resilient food and agricultural system.

3. Technology and Innovation
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Embracing technology and fostering innovation is crucial for building the new

paradigm in food and agriculture. By leveraging cutting-edge technologies such

as precision agriculture, vertical farming, genetic engineering, and data analytics,

we can optimize resource use, increase productivity, and improve the efficiency of

our food production systems. These innovations can play a pivotal role in meeting

the increasing food demand while minimizing environmental footprints.

The Benefits of the New Paradigm

The new paradigm proposed by Earthscan Food And Agriculture offers numerous

benefits that can revolutionize our approach to feeding the world. Some of the key

advantages include:

- Food Security:

By adopting sustainable and regenerative practices, the new paradigm can

ensure food security for all, even in the face of climate change and population

growth.

- Environmental Sustainability:

The new paradigm focuses on reducing environmental impacts, preserving

biodiversity, and mitigating climate change, creating a more sustainable and

resilient food system.

- Health and Nutrition:

The new paradigm promotes the production of nutritious and wholesome food,

free from harmful chemicals and pesticides, contributing to improved public health

and well-being.

- Economic Opportunities:



The transition to the new paradigm can create new economic opportunities, such

as the development of sustainable farming practices, technological innovation,

and the growth of a green and circular economy.

- Social Equity:

By promoting sustainable and inclusive agriculture, the new paradigm aims to

reduce inequality and ensure fair access to food, land, and resources for all

people, regardless of their socio-economic background.

Earthscan Food And Agriculture's new paradigm represents a transformative shift

in how we approach food and agriculture. By embracing regenerative practices,

circular economy principles, and technological innovation, we can revolutionize

our food system and overcome the challenges posed by a growing world

population and environmental degradation. The new paradigm offers a promising

path towards a more sustainable, resilient, and equitable future for food and

agriculture.
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In response to the challenges of a growing population and food security, there is

an urgent need to construct a new agri-food sustainability paradigm. This book

brings together an integrated range of key social science insights exploring the

contributions and interventions necessary to build this framework. Building on

over ten years of ESRC funded theoretical and empirical research centered at

BRASS, it focuses upon the key social, economic and political drivers for creating

a more sustainable food system.

Themes include:

regulation and governance 

sustainable supply chains 

public procurement 

sustainable spatial strategies associated with rural restructuring and re-

calibrated urbanised food systems 

minimising bio-security risk and animal welfare burdens.

The book critically explores the linkages between social science research and the

evolving food security problems facing the world at a critical juncture in the

debates associated with not only food quality, but also its provenance,

vulnerability and the inherent unsustainability of current systems of production

and consumption. Each chapter examines how the links between research,

practice and policy can begin to contribute to more sustainable, resilient and justly

distributive food systems which would be better equipped to ‘feed the world’ by

2050.
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