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What is Choral Counting?

Choral counting involves creating a collaborative environment where students
recite and build on number sequences as a group. Through this activity, learners
develop their understanding of number patterns, skip counting, and one-to-one
correspondence. In addition, choral counting fosters a sense of community and
teamwork in the classroom. It allows every voice to be heard and valued,

regardless of individual skill levels.

What are Counting Collections?
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Counting collections refer to the act of counting and organizing a variety of
objects, such as buttons, coins, or even natural materials like shells or pebbles.
This hands-on activity encourages students to explore and apply mathematical
concepts in a real-world context. Through counting collections, learners develop
their ability to count accurately, recognize number patterns, and practice
subitizing — the skill of visually recognizing the quantity of a set without counting

each individual item.
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The Benefits of Choral Counting Counting Collections

Engaging students in choral counting and counting collections brings forth an

array of benefits that extend beyond mathematical competence:

1. Deepens Number Sense:

Choral counting develops students' understanding of numbers and their
relationships, as they actively participate in constructing number sequences.

Counting collections allow learners to visualize and manipulate objects, thereby
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making connections between concrete representations and abstract

mathematical ideas.

2. Builds Mathematical Fluency:

Regular practice of choral counting and counting collections helps students gain
fluency in number recognition, skip counting, and basic arithmetic operations. The
repetitive nature of these activities enhances automaticity and strengthens

students' ability to perform mental calculations effortlessly.

3. Encourages Critical Thinking:

Choral counting and counting collections stimulate critical thinking skills as
students seek patterns, make predictions, and solve problems independently or
collaboratively. This promotes a growth mindset and cultivates a sense of

curiosity and inquiry.

4. Enhances Communication and Listening Skills:

By engaging in choral counting, students improve their ability to effectively
communicate mathematical ideas and listen attentively to their peers. This
promotes clarity of thought, articulation of reasoning, and the development of
strong communication skills — essential for academic success and future

workplaces.

5. Fosters a Sense of Belonging and Inclusion:

Choral counting and counting collections create an inclusive classroom
environment. Every student's voice is represented and valued, fostering a sense
of belonging and building positive self-esteem by acknowledging each student's

unique contribution to the mathematical community.



Effective Strategies for Implementing Choral Counting Counting
Collections

Here are some effective strategies you can employ to successfully implement

choral counting and counting collections in your classroom:

1. Start with a Simple Pattern:

Begin choral counting with simple patterns, such as counting by ones or twos. As
students develop confidence, gradually introduce more complex patterns and skip
counting sequences. This allows learners to build a strong foundation and

progressively challenge themselves.

2. Provide Visual Representations:

Display visual representations, such as number lines or ten frames, to reinforce
number concepts and sequences during choral counting. These visuals support
students' understanding of the relationship between numbers and aid in

internalizing mathematical concepts.

3. Engage in Reflective Discussions:

After choral counting or counting collections, engage students in reflective
discussions to deepen their understanding and reinforce the discovered patterns
and relationships. Encourage students to share their thoughts, ideas, and

strategies with their peers.

4. Integrate Technology:

Utilize technology to enhance engagement and facilitate choral counting and
counting collections. Interactive apps and online tools allow students to explore
mathematical concepts independently and practice their skills in an interactive

and engaging manner.



5. Celebrate Student Contributions:

Recognize and celebrate students' contributions during choral counting and
counting collections sessions. Highlight noteworthy strategies, creative thinking,
and collaborative efforts. This reinforces motivation and builds a positive learning

community.

6. Differentiate Instruction:

Adapt choral counting and counting collections activities to meet the diverse
needs of your students. Provide support and extensions based on individual skill
levels to ensure every learner can actively participate and be appropriately

challenged.

7. Integrate Cross-Curricular Connections:

Connect choral counting and counting collections to other subject areas, such as
science or art. For example, count and categorize natural objects collected during
a nature walk in science class. This integration enhances student engagement

and provides richer learning experiences.

Choral Counting Counting Collections in Action

Let's delve into two captivating examples to witness the transformative power of

choral counting and counting collections:

Example 1: Buttons Everywhere

In this activity, students bring their button collections to the classroom. As a
group, they count the total number of buttons, identifying patterns and
relationships along the way. Students then collaboratively sort the buttons based
on attributes like color, size, and shape, and count the subsets to practice

subitizing.



Example 2: Nature's Bounty

Take your students on a nature walk, allowing them to collect a variety of natural
objects like leaves, pebbles, or twigs. Back in the classroom, engage in choral
counting of different objects, categorize them, and explore patterns and
mathematical relationships. This activity simultaneously enhances mathematical

concepts and connects with the natural world.

Unlocking Mathematical Excellence through Choral Counting
Counting Collections

Choral counting and counting collections are invaluable tools that unlock
mathematical excellence and build a solid foundation of number sense among
students. When integrated effectively into the classroom, these strategies foster a
love for mathematics, develop critical thinking skills, and create an inclusive and

vibrant learning community.

Now that you're equipped with the ultimate guide to choral counting and counting
collections, it's time to ignite the spark of mathematical curiosity and witness the

transformative power of these engaging activities in your classroom.
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“This book is about the counting that you already do with your students and about
counting in ways you have not yet

imagined.” —from the

How to make counting count!

This influential book inspires preschool and elementary teachers to experience
the joys and rewards of using two activities—Choral Counting and Counting
Collections—regularly in their classrooms and in their partnerships with families.
It paints a vision for how deeply and creatively children can engage with ideas of
number and operations and mathematical sense-making through counting.
Megan L. Franke, Elham Kazemi, and Angela Chan Turrou have collected the
wisdom of mathematics teachers and researchers across the country who
explore activities that are at once playful and intentional, simple and
sophisticated. For teachers who want to jumpstart student participation and
deepen mathematical understanding, this can be your go-to guide.

In six clear, engaging chapters, accompanied by an online Choral Counting tool,

you will learn:
» How to facilitate open-ended counting activities to deepen children’s number
sense
= How counting activities can produce both social and academic benefits

» How teachers can engage with families to build on students’ mathematical

thinking

» How to facilitate collaborative activities with multiple entry points and multiple

ways to be successful
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Teachers will see that while the activities stay the same, the mathematics
deepens over time and students’ learning evolves. Let counting be a gateway into

your students’ mathematical insights. You might be surprised at what you learn!
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