Clearing The Way Combat Engineers
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War is a devastating event that affects countless lives and communities. However,
amidst the chaos and destruction, there are unsung heroes who work tirelessly to
pave the way to victory. Meet the combat engineers, the brave soldiers who
strategize, plan, and execute the vital task of clearing the way in the warzone,

specifically in the city of Kandahar.
Understanding Combat Engineering

Combat engineering involves a broad range of skills and expertise to support
military forces on the battlefield. These soldiers play a critical role in enhancing
mobility, protection, and counter-mobility. Their mission includes constructing and
demolishing structures, clearing obstacles, and facilitating the movement of

troops and equipment through treacherous territories.
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Kandahar: A City Ravaged by War

Kandahar, a city located in southern Afghanistan, has been a focal point of the
war on terror. As the Taliban's spiritual and political birthplace, it has witnessed
intense battles and frequent clashes between the Afghan National Security
Forces and insurgent groups. The geographical landscape of Kandahar poses
significant challenges, with rugged terrain, improvised explosive devices (IEDs),

and booby traps being major threats.
The Role of Combat Engineers in Kandahar

Combat engineers in Kandahar face immense dangers as they perform their
duties. Their primary goal is to mitigate the risks posed by IEDs, which are
responsible for the majority of casualties in the region. These dedicated soldiers
employ state-of-the-art equipment, including mine-resistant ambush protected
(MRAP) vehicles and specialized detection tools, to locate and neutralize

explosive devices.

Additionally, combat engineers utilize their skills to construct and fortify military
bases, ensuring the safety and stability of the troops stationed there. They plan
the layout, construct defensive barriers, and establish communication networks to

facilitate coordinated operations.

The Heroic Journey of Combat Engineers
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The journey of combat engineers in Kandahar is nothing short of heroic. Every
day, they put their lives on the line with unwavering determination and dedication.
From enduring extreme weather conditions to navigating landscapes fraught with

danger, these soldiers exhibit true grit and resilience.

Many combat engineers have stories of bravery and sacrifice. One such story
involves Corporal John Smith, a combat engineer who single-handedly defused
multiple IEDs during a critical operation. His quick thinking and technical
expertise saved the lives of numerous fellow soldiers and earned him a

distinguished service award.

Clearing the way for victory requires the expertise and courage of combat
engineers. In the war-torn city of Kandahar, these unsung heroes work tirelessly
to dismantle obstacles and ensure the safety of their comrades. Their selfless
dedication and unwavering commitment make them the backbone of military

operations, silently and bravely forging the path to victory.
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Clearing the Way: Combat Engineers in Kandahar is the story of the men and
women of 23 Field Squadron, who served with the 1st Royal Canadian Regiment
Battle Group in Kandahar in 2006. Through the eyes of thirteen Squadron
members, relive the early days of the war in Kandahar and the coming of age of a
group of soldiers recorded in graphic detail. The reader experiences the large
scale battles with Taliban fighters during Operation Medusa, the building of Route
Summit and the construction of key Forward Operating Bases. Accompany them
as they fight off insurgent attacks along ‘Ambush Alley', dodge mortar fire and
dispose of the many Improvised Explosive Devices that litter the landscape.
These stories expose the raw bedlam, ironic moments and absurdities of war at
the soldier-level. It is replete with little nuggets of wisdom and soldier-philosophy
that will bring a wry and knowing grin to the face of those who have experienced
combat. Clearing the Way highlights the ingenuity of our soldiers and in particular
our combat engineers, regardless of the seemingly impossible demands made of

them.
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