
Did Hitler and the Allies Fail to Understand
World War II's Strategic Realities? Find Out
How!

The Second World War is one of the most significant events in human history,
reshaping the world as we know it. Adolf Hitler and his Axis Powers faced off
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against the Allied forces in a brutal and devastating conflict. However, despite
their ideologies and ambitions, both Hitler and the Allies made critical strategic
mistakes that shaped the outcome of the war. In this article, we will explore how
they misread the strategic realities of World War II.

The Hubris of Hitler's Blitzkrieg

Adolf Hitler's military doctrine relied heavily on the concept of blitzkrieg, or
lightning war. The German forces, characterized by their speed and firepower,
aimed to conquer territories swiftly before the Allies could react. This strategic
approach worked well initially, as Germany quickly overran several European
countries. However, Hitler's ambition and overconfidence led him to
underestimate the resilience and determination of the Allied forces.
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The Fallacy of Focusing on Stalingrad

Hitler's obsession with capturing Stalingrad, a symbolic Soviet city, diverted
crucial resources and attention from other strategic objectives. The battle of
Stalingrad became a protracted and deadly conflict, resulting in heavy casualties
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for both sides. This strategic blunder weakened the German military and allowed
the Soviets to hold their ground, ultimately leading to the turning point of the war.

The Allies' Intelligence Failures

The Allied forces, on the other hand, also misread the strategic realities of World
War II. Despite having vast resources and superior intelligence networks, they
failed to recognize the full extent of Hitler's war machine. They underestimated
the capabilities of the German military and were ill-prepared for the initial stages
of the war, suffering major setbacks in the early years.

The Ardennes Offensive and the Battle of the Bulge

One of the most significant failures of the Allies was their inability to predict and
prevent the Ardennes Offensive, commonly known as the Battle of the Bulge. The
German surprise attack caught the Allied forces off-guard, resulting in heavy
casualties and momentary disarray. It highlighted the flawed intelligence and lack
of communication within the Allied command structure.

Turning the Tide: D-Day and the Normandy Invasion

Despite their misreadings, the Allies eventually managed to turn the tide of the
war through a bold and calculated move. The Normandy Invasion, commonly
referred to as D-Day, was a colossal amphibious assault that marked the
beginning of the end for Hitler's regime. The successful invasion allowed the
Allies to gain a foothold in occupied Europe, weakening the German forces and
paving the way for their ultimate defeat.

World War II was a conflict fraught with strategic miscalculations on both sides.
Hitler's fixation on quick victories and the Allies' intelligence failures shaped the
course of the war. Nevertheless, it was ultimately the Allies' ability to adapt and
learn from their mistakes that led to their victory. Understanding the strategic



realities of any conflict is crucial for success, and World War II remains a stark
reminder of the consequences of misreading those realities.
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A bold reinterpretation of some of the most decisive battles of World War II,
showing that the outcomes had less to do with popular new technology than old–
fashioned, on–the–ground warfare.

The military myths of World War II were based on the assumption that the new
technology of the airplane and the tank would cause rapid and massive
breakthroughs on the battlefield, or demoralization of the enemy by intensive
bombing resulting in destruction, or surrender in a matter of weeks. The two
apostles for these new theories were the Englishman J.C.F. Fuller for armoured
warfare, and the Italian Emilio Drouhet for airpower. Hitler, Rommel, von
Manstein, Montgomery and Patton were all seduced by the breakthrough myth or
blitzkrieg as the decisive way to victory.
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Mosier shows how the Polish campaign in fall 1939 and the fall of France in
spring 1940 were not the blitzkrieg victories as proclaimed. He also reinterprets
Rommel's North African campaigns, D–Day and the Normandy campaign,
Patton's attempted breakthrough into the Saar and Germany, Montgomery's
flawed breakthrough at Arnhem, and Hitler's last desperate breakthrough effort to
Antwerp in the Battle of the Bulge in December 1944. All of these actions saw the
clash of the breakthrough theories with the realities of conventional military
tactics, and Mosier's novel analysis of these campaigns, the failure of airpower,
and the military leaders on both sides, is a challenging reassessment of the
military history of World War II. The book includes maps and photos.
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