
Discover How the UN Security
Council Uses Statecraft Strategies
to Navigate the Complexities of Iraq
The United Nations Security Council (UNSC) plays a vital role in maintaining

peace and security, especially in regions ravaged by conflicts such as Iraq.

Throughout history, the UNSC has employed various statecraft strategies to

address the multifaceted challenges faced by the Iraqi nation. In this article, we

delve into the evolving landscape of Iraq, examining the role of the UNSC and

how it employs statecraft to foster stability and promote resolution. Let us embark

on a journey of understanding the delicate balance between power, diplomacy,

and security!

1. Historical Context: Iraq's Troubled Past

To comprehend the significance of the UNSC's involvement in Iraq, it is crucial to

analyze the historical context. From the political turmoil under Saddam Hussein's

regime to the aftermath of the US-led invasion in 2003, Iraq has seen immense

suffering and socio-political instability. By understanding this backdrop, we can

better appreciate the challenges that the UNSC faces in navigating the intricacies

of the nation.

2. The UNSC's Mandate and Decision-Making Process

The UNSC operates under a mandate to maintain international peace and

security. The Council consists of five permanent members with veto powers

(China, France, Russia, the United Kingdom, and the United States), along with

ten non-permanent members elected by the General Assembly. Decisions taken

by the UNSC can range from imposing sanctions on nations to authorizing



military interventions. Understanding the structure and decision-making process

of the UNSC is crucial to comprehend its role in handling Iraq's challenges.
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3. UNSC's Response to Iraq's Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD)

Crisis

The presence of Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD) in Iraq was a significant

concern that led to the US-led invasion in 2003. While no substantial evidence of

WMDs was found, the UNSC played a crucial role in this crisis. It imposed

sanctions on Iraq, established inspection regimes, and authorized the use of force

against the regime. Following the invasion, the UNSC, through Resolution 1546,

played a vital role in the political transition and ensuring Iraq's stability during a

challenging period.

4. Resolving Sectarian Conflicts: UNSC's Diplomatic Engagements

Iraq has faced severe sectarian conflicts, especially after the fall of Saddam

Hussein's regime. The UNSC has dedicated efforts to mitigate tensions and

promote reconciliation among Iraq's diverse ethnic and religious groups.
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Diplomatic initiatives, such as establishing dialogue between key stakeholders

and supporting national unity governments, have been part of the UNSC's

statecraft approach to fostering peace and stability.

5. Addressing Terrorism and the Rise of ISIS

The emergence of the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) posed a significant

threat to Iraq's security. The UNSC swiftly responded by adopting Resolution

2170, which urged member states to combat ISIS and prevent its financing.

Additionally, the UNSC established an arms embargo and designated individuals

and entities linked to ISIS for sanctions. These measures exemplify the UNSC's

statecraft in countering terrorism and securing Iraq's borders.

6. Humanitarian and Development Assistance

In times of crisis, the UNSC recognizes the importance of providing humanitarian

assistance to the affected populations. Iraq has faced numerous challenges in

terms of displacement, refugee crises, and the destruction of crucial

infrastructure. Through its statecraft approach, the UNSC has worked to mobilize

resources, encourage international cooperation, and establish frameworks for

long-term development. These efforts aim to alleviate the suffering and rebuild

Iraq's social fabric.

The UN Security Council's involvement in Iraq reflects its commitment to global

peace and security. Through statecraft strategies such as diplomacy, sanctions,

and military interventions, the UNSC has navigated the complexities of Iraq,

seeking to establish stability and promote resolution. As Iraq moves forward into

an uncertain future, the UNSC's engagement and adaptability will continue to play

a crucial role in shaping a prosperous and secure nation.
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When President George W. Bush launched an invasion of Iraq in March of 2003,

he did so without the explicit approval of the Security Council. His father's

administration, by contrast, carefully funneled statecraft through the United

Nations and achieved Council authorization for the U.S.-led Gulf War in 1991. The

history of American policy toward Iraq displays considerable variation in the

extent to which policies were conducted through the UN and other international

organizations.In Channels of Power, Alexander Thompson surveys U.S. policy

toward Iraq, starting with the Gulf War, continuing through the interwar years of

sanctions and coercive disarmament, and concluding with the 2003 invasion and

its long aftermath. He offers a framework for understanding why powerful states

often work through international organizations when conducting coercive policies-

and why they sometimes choose instead to work alone or with ad hoc coalitions.

The conventional wisdom holds that because having legitimacy for their actions is
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important for normative reasons, states seek multilateral approval.Channels of

Power offers a rationalist alternative to these standard legitimation arguments,

one based on the notion of strategic information transmission: When state actions

are endorsed by an independent organization, this sends politically crucial

information to the world community, both leaders and their publics, and results in

greater international support.
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