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The story of Anna Schaeffer, often referred to as "Just One Thing Anna
Schaeffer," is a remarkable tale of faith, resilience, and the transformative power
of God's love. Anna, a simple German woman, experienced a life-altering event
that changed her trajectory forever. This article dives into the various aspects of
her life, exploring her early years, spiritual journey, calling to be a nun, paralysis,
suffering, veneration, and beatification. Prepare to be inspired by the incredible
journey of Anna Schaeffer.

Early Life

Anna Schaeffer was born on February 18, 1882, in Mindelstetten, Bavaria,
Germany. She grew up in a humble family, experiencing the joys and challenges
of a typical rural upbringing. From a young age, Anna displayed a deep sense of
faith and devotion to God, spending hours in prayer and attending Mass regularly.

Despite limited opportunities for education, Anna had a keen intellect and a thirst
for knowledge. She immersed herself in books, learning about saints, spirituality,



and the teachings of the Catholic Church. Her faith remained central to her life,
shaping her actions and interactions with others.
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Spiritual Journey

Anna's spiritual journey took a significant turn when she encountered the writings
of Saint Thérèse of Lisieux, also known as the Little Flower. Saint Thérèse's
emphasis on doing small acts of love for God and others resonated deeply with
Anna, igniting a fire within her to live a life of selfless service.

Anna longed to join a religious community and devote her life entirely to God.
However, due to financial constraints, she was unable to fulfill her desire.
Undeterred, Anna resolved to dedicate herself to serving God within her own
village by assisting the local priest, caring for the sick, and offering spiritual
guidance to those in need.

Call to be a Nun
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Anna's life took a remarkable turn when, at the age of 35, she received a
powerful vision during Mass. In this profound experience, Anna heard the voice of
Jesus beckoning her to become a nun, despite her previous obstacles.
Overwhelmed by the certainty of this calling, Anna pursued her vocation with
unwavering determination.

After obtaining a sponsorship, Anna joined the Sisters of Saint Dorothy, a
religious community in Bavaria. She embraced the religious life wholeheartedly,
diving into her spiritual and communal responsibilities with fervor. Anna's sincerity
and deep devotion to God inspired those around her, leaving a lasting impact on
the community.

Paralysis and Suffering

However, Anna's journey took an unexpected turn when she contracted typhoid
fever, leading to a debilitating paralysis that confined her to bed. Despite her
physical limitations, Anna remained steadfast in her faith, seeing her suffering as
an opportunity to unite herself with the suffering of Christ for the salvation of
souls.

Anna's room quickly became a place of pilgrimage, as people from near and far
sought her guidance and prayers. Even in the midst of excruciating pain, Anna
offered words of comfort, hope, and consolation to those who sought her out. Her
ability to see beauty and purpose in suffering inspired countless individuals to
persevere in their own trials.

Veneration and Beatification

As news of Anna's holiness spread, she became widely recognized as a person
of remarkable sanctity. After her death on October 5, 1925, Anna's tomb in the
chapel of the Sisters of Saint Dorothy became a place of veneration and prayer.



Numerous miracles were attributed to her intercession, further solidifying her
reputation as a holy woman.

Her cause for beatification was introduced in 1973, and on January 21, 1999,
Pope John Paul II declared Anna Schaeffer "Blessed." She is now known as
Blessed Anna Schaeffer, commemorated for her unwavering faith, incredible
patience, and loving service to others.

Legacy

Blessed Anna Schaeffer's legacy continues to inspire millions of people
worldwide. Her life teaches us valuable lessons about perseverance, faith, and
the power of offering one's suffering for the good of others. Anna serves as a
beacon of hope, reminding us that even in the face of great physical and
emotional pain, we can find meaning, purpose, and the love of God.

The extraordinary story of Anna Schaeffer, known as "Just One Thing Anna
Schaeffer," captivates our hearts and encourages us to embrace our own
callings, no matter how difficult they may seem. Anna's unwavering faith,
selflessness, and willingness to endure suffering for the sake of others are
powerful reminders of the profound impact one person can have on the world.
May the story of Blessed Anna Schaeffer inspire us to live lives of love,
compassion, and unwavering faith.
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Sadie Franklin wants to move on, but first she must return to everything she
wants to forget. 

Senior year in Seattle is the perfect chance for a former party girl to start over,
right? All she has to do is build a relationship with her detached father, make
decent grades, and avoid her ex-friends. Oh, and convince everyone she really
has changed. Easy peasy.

The first chance she gets, she wants to hop on the next flight back to Pecan
Creek, Georgia.

Although the tea there is sweet enough to give her cavities, at least the people
love her and

believe she has a purpose bigger than her painful past. 

Sadie meets a new friend looking for her own fresh start, who shows Sadie the
value of true

friendship and reminds her there’s always more to a person’s story than what’s on
display.

But figuring out the next step is messy, and it’s hard to change a reputation. An
after-school job, constant arguments with her dad, and an undefined relationship
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with the wonderfully annoying Georgia guy who won her heart only add to the
crazy.

When tragedy collides with Sadie’s carefully re-built life, she learns that trusting in
a God she can’t see is more difficult than she ever imagined.

Is starting over worth the cost?
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