
Discover the Diverse Flora of Mauritius and
Indian Ocean Islands through this
Comprehensive Guide!

The mesmerizing beauty of Mauritius and the surrounding Indian Ocean Islands
extends beyond their pristine beaches and crystal-clear waters. These tropical
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paradises are also home to an impressive variety of plant life that has captivated
botanists and nature enthusiasts for centuries.

1. Flora of Mauritius
Mauritius, a lush volcanic island situated in the Indian Ocean, boasts a rich and
diverse flora. The island's unique climate, abundant rainfall, and volcanic soil
have given rise to an impressive array of plants and trees found nowhere else on
earth.
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1.1. Rare Orchids
One of the highlights of the Mauritian flora is its rare orchids. These delicate and
beautiful flowers are known for their vibrant colors and intricate designs. The
Angraecum sesquipedale, also known as Darwin's orchid, is particularly
fascinating due to its long nectar tubes that can only be pollinated by a specific
species of moth with an extraordinary proboscis length.

1.2. Flame Trees
The Flamboyant, or Flame Tree, is another iconic plant species found in
Mauritius. With its striking red or orange flowers and umbrella-shaped canopy, the
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Flamboyant tree adds a burst of color to the island's landscapes. It is often
referred to as the "Christmas Tree" due to its blooming season coinciding with the
holiday season.

2. Indian Ocean Islands Flora
The captivating plant life of the Indian Ocean Islands stretches beyond Mauritius
to other picturesque destinations such as Seychelles, Comoros, and the
Maldives. Each island group has its own unique flora, influenced by factors such
as location, climate, and geological history.

2.1. Coco de Mer Palm
The Coco de Mer Palm, found in the Seychelles, holds the distinction of
producing the largest seeds of any plant in the world. The seeds, shaped like a
female pelvis, have gained a reputation for their suggestive appearance and are
considered a symbol of fertility. The Coco de Mer Palm is an iconic and protected
species in the Seychelles.

2.2. Ylang-Ylang Trees
The perfume industry owes much to the Ylang-Ylang trees of the Comoros. The
highly fragrant yellow flowers of these trees produce essential oil used in
perfumes and aromatherapy. The sweet and exotic scent of Ylang-Ylang is often
associated with relaxation and tranquility.

3. Conservation efforts
Given the unique and fragile nature of the flora in these islands, conservation
efforts are of paramount importance. Several organizations and institutions are
actively involved in initiatives aiming to protect and preserve the native plant
species.



Exploring the flora of Mauritius and the Indian Ocean Islands is a captivating
journey through some of the world's most biodiverse regions. From rare orchids
to majestic palm trees, these islands offer a botanical treasure trove waiting to be
discovered and protected for generations to come.
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The Republic of Mauritius and the Indian Ocean Islands are home to plants with
ornamental, medicinal and other properties. Among them are endemic as well as
exotic plants and yet these plants growing in our midst are generally unknown.

This guide, with appropriate illustrations, will help plant enthusiasts to better
identify and learn about this magnificent and unique flora. Several species have
been listed. The different headings give the botanical names, common names, a
description, the origins and distribution, the etymology of the names and
additional information.

The book includes 550 colour photos showcasing 400 plants from 96 different
families.

Ameenah Gurib-Fakim, PhD, DSc, scientist, entrepreneur and former President
of the Republic of Mauritius, has always been interested in plants from Indian
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Ocean countries. She documented traditional information on the use of local
plants and has undertaken research to validate their ethnobotanical information.

She is the author of several books on the plant biodiversity of Mauritius and the
Indian Ocean and her work has been published nationally and internationally.
Member of several scientific academies, she has been the recipient of several
awards including: L'Oréal-UNESCO Prize for Women and Science (2007); and
the African Union Special Prize for Women and Science (2009), the American
Botanical Council Norman Farnsworth Excellence in Botanical Research Award
(2015) among others.

Unlock the Secrets of Biological
Microtechnique: Discover Everything You Need
to Know | Microscopy Handbooks 28
Are you fascinated by the microscopic world and the intricate details it
holds? Are you keen on exploring the wonders of living organisms at a
cellular level? If so,...

Discover the Diverse Flora of Mauritius and
Indian Ocean Islands through this
Comprehensive Guide!
The mesmerizing beauty of Mauritius and the surrounding Indian Ocean
Islands extends beyond their pristine beaches and crystal-clear waters.
These...

https://bookquester.com/Unlock%20the%20Secrets%20of%20Biological%20Microtechnique%20Discover%20Everything%20You%20Need%20to%20Know%20%20Microscopy%20Handbooks%2028.pdf
https://bookquester.com/Unlock%20the%20Secrets%20of%20Biological%20Microtechnique%20Discover%20Everything%20You%20Need%20to%20Know%20%20Microscopy%20Handbooks%2028.pdf
https://bookquester.com/read/illustrated-guide-to-the-flora-of-mauritius-and-indian-ocean-islands.html
https://bookquester.com/read/illustrated-guide-to-the-flora-of-mauritius-and-indian-ocean-islands.html


Discover the Hidden Secret of the Conservative
Betting System for Higher Payout Propositions!
Do you find yourself constantly losing money with risky betting
strategies? Are you tired of chasing big wins and ending up with empty
pockets? We have the perfect solution...

The Revolutionary Role of Applied Mathematics
and Omics in Assessing Crop Genetic
Resources for Climate Adaptation
Climate change poses a significant threat to global food security, making
it imperative to identify and utilize crop genetic resources that are better
adapted to...

Discover the Enthralling World of "Play Me
Backwards" by Adam Selzer
Unlocking Secrets and Challenging Stereotypes Are you ready for a
mind-bending journey through the queer adolescent experience? Look no
further than "Play Me Backwards," a...

From Obscurity to Notorious: The Untold Story
of Hoolifan 30 Years Of Hurt Mainstream Sport
For three decades, Hoolifan has captured the attention and infamy of
sports enthusiasts worldwide. From its humble beginnings to its dominant
presence in mainstream sport,...

https://bookquester.com/Discover%20the%20Hidden%20Secret%20of%20the%20Conservative%20Betting%20System%20for%20Higher%20Payout%20Propositions%21.pdf
https://bookquester.com/Discover%20the%20Hidden%20Secret%20of%20the%20Conservative%20Betting%20System%20for%20Higher%20Payout%20Propositions%21.pdf
https://bookquester.com/The%20Revolutionary%20Role%20of%20Applied%20Mathematics%20and%20Omics%20in%20Assessing%20Crop%20Genetic%20Resources%20for%20Climate%20Adaptation.pdf
https://bookquester.com/The%20Revolutionary%20Role%20of%20Applied%20Mathematics%20and%20Omics%20in%20Assessing%20Crop%20Genetic%20Resources%20for%20Climate%20Adaptation.pdf
https://bookquester.com/Discover%20the%20Enthralling%20World%20of%20Play%20Me%20Backwards%20by%20Adam%20Selzer.pdf
https://bookquester.com/Discover%20the%20Enthralling%20World%20of%20Play%20Me%20Backwards%20by%20Adam%20Selzer.pdf
https://bookquester.com/From%20Obscurity%20to%20Notorious%20The%20Untold%20Story%20of%20Hoolifan%2030%20Years%20Of%20Hurt%20Mainstream%20Sport.pdf
https://bookquester.com/From%20Obscurity%20to%20Notorious%20The%20Untold%20Story%20of%20Hoolifan%2030%20Years%20Of%20Hurt%20Mainstream%20Sport.pdf


Unveiling the Mysteries: Discover The Ancient
Secrets Of Norse Mythology Vikings Viking
Mythology Gods
The Enchanting World of Norse Mythology Imagine yourself immersed in
a realm of gods, heroes, and mythical creatures - the world of Norse
mythology. These captivating tales...

Soccer Practice Games For 4 to 8 Year Olds -
Fun and Effective Drills!
If you have a young child who is interested in playing soccer, engaging
them in practice games can be an excellent way to develop their skills,
keep them active, and nurture...

illustrated field guide to the flora of georgia

illustrated field guide to the flora of georgia (south caucasus)

https://bookquester.com/Unveiling%20the%20Mysteries%20Discover%20The%20Ancient%20Secrets%20Of%20Norse%20Mythology%20Vikings%20Viking%20Mythology%20Gods.pdf
https://bookquester.com/Unveiling%20the%20Mysteries%20Discover%20The%20Ancient%20Secrets%20Of%20Norse%20Mythology%20Vikings%20Viking%20Mythology%20Gods.pdf
https://bookquester.com/Soccer%20Practice%20Games%20For%204%20to%208%20Year%20Olds%20-%20Fun%20and%20Effective%20Drills%21.pdf
https://bookquester.com/Soccer%20Practice%20Games%20For%204%20to%208%20Year%20Olds%20-%20Fun%20and%20Effective%20Drills%21.pdf

