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The birth of a nation is often the result of the collective efforts of numerous
individuals who dare to challenge the status quo. Among these remarkable
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individuals, there are few whose ideas and contributions have left an indelible
mark on history. In the case of the United States, one man stands out for his
revolutionary ideas and tireless efforts in shaping the nation's foundations -
Thomas Jefferson.

The Early Life and Political Awakening

Born on April 13, 1743, in Shadwell, Virginia, Thomas Jefferson was always
destined for greatness. Through his education and exposure to influential figures
of the time, such as George Wythe, a prominent lawyer and member of the
Virginia House of Burgesses, Jefferson's political awakening began to take
shape.
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Jefferson was profoundly influenced by the Enlightenment ideals that swept
across Europe during the 18th century. These ideas emphasized reason, liberty,
and equality, challenging the traditional belief in the divine right of kings and
tyrannical rule. The influential writings of philosophers such as John Locke and
Jean-Jacques Rousseau played a pivotal role in shaping Jefferson's thinking.

Declaration of Independence: A Revolutionary Document

Jefferson's most significant contribution to the formation of a new nation came in
the form of the Declaration of Independence. As a member of the Second
Continental Congress, Jefferson was tasked with leading a committee to draft the
document that would sever ties with Great Britain and lay the groundwork for a
free and independent United States of America.
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One of the most enduring phrases in the history of the United States is found
within the Declaration of Independence: "We hold these truths to be self-evident,
that all men are created equal..." Jefferson's inclusion of this powerful statement
was revolutionary and firmly planted the seeds of equality and freedom within the
nation's foundation. However, the contradiction between these words and
Jefferson's personal ownership of slaves remains a subject of controversy to this
day.

A Visionary for Education and Architecture

Aside from his political achievements, Thomas Jefferson was also a visionary
when it came to education and architecture. As the founder of the University of
Virginia, Jefferson believed in the importance of a well-rounded education, and
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his architectural masterpiece, Monticello, stands as a testament to his design
genius and innovation.

Legacy and Lasting Influence

Thomas Jefferson's ideas and contributions continue to shape the United States
to this day. His belief in limited government, individual rights, and the pursuit of
happiness resonate deeply within the fabric of American society. While his legacy
is not without controversy, there is no denying the profound impact Jefferson had
on the formation of a new nation.

The Extraordinary Journey Continues

From his early life in Virginia to his pivotal role in drafting the Declaration of
Independence, Thomas Jefferson's ideas and tireless efforts helped form a new
nation. His revolutionary thinking and commitment to fundamental human rights
have left an indelible mark on history. As we reflect on his extraordinary journey,
we are reminded of the power of one individual to shape the course of a nation.
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From National Book Award finalist Albert Marrin comes a compelling look at the
life and impact of Thomas Paine and the profound power of ideas.

Uneducated as a boy, Thomas Paine grew up to become one of the most
influential writers of the 18th century. He brought the world Common Sense,
Rights of Man, and The Age of Reason; simply written, verbal battles against
political, civil, and religious ignorance.

Dubbed 'The Father of the American Revolution', Paine began his written reign by
fervently proposing the idea of American independence from Great Britain, where
he lived before emigrating to the United States in his thirties. As one historical
event led to another, Paine continued to divulge his ideas to the public, risking his
reputation and even his life. Award-winning author Albert Marrin illustrates the
hardships and significance of a man's beliefs and its affects on our nation in a
way that all ages can comprehend.
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