
Discover the Fascinating History of the
Sherwood Rangers Yeomanry from 1900 to
1946
The Sherwood Rangers Yeomanry holds a significant place in British military
history, renowned for its bravery and accomplishments during World War II. In
this article, we delve into the captivating journey of the Sherwood Rangers
Yeomanry from its formation in 1900 to its crucial role in the conflict of 1946. Join
us on this thrilling ride through time as we explore the triumphs and challenges
faced by this remarkable regiment.

The Early Years: Establishment and Transformation (1900-1914)

The Sherwood Rangers Yeomanry was initially established in Nottinghamshire,
England, in 1900, drawing its members from the county's enthusiastic horseback
volunteers. Created during the height of the Boer War, the regiment played a
limited role in that conflict, but soon faced significant changes as the world
plunged into the First World War in 1914.

Heading off to France in early 1915, the Sherwood Rangers Yeomanry quickly
adapted their cavalry-focused skills to the demands of trench warfare. The
regiment's versatility and courage were evident in battles like the Second Battle
of Ypres and the Battle of the Somme, where they fought valiantly alongside their
allied counterparts.
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A Shining World War II Era: North Africa and Beyond (1939-1945)

With the outbreak of World War II, the Sherwood Rangers Yeomanry once again
found themselves at the forefront of conflict. Their first major campaign took place
in North Africa, where they engaged in fierce battles against the German Afrika
Korps, gaining a reputation for their resilience and tactical prowess.

The regiment's most iconic moment came during the Battle of El Alamein in 1942.
They played a vital role in the Allied victory, contributing to the destruction of
German forces and marking a turning point in the war. From there, the Sherwood
Rangers Yeomanry continued to serve in numerous crucial campaigns such as
the Italian Campaign, the liberation of France, and finally the push into Germany
itself.

The Legacy and Post-War Years (1945-1946)

As the war neared its end, the Sherwood Rangers Yeomanry celebrated their
remarkable achievements but also mourned the losses suffered during the
conflict. In 1946, the regiment underwent changes again as they transformed
from a cavalry unit to an armoured regiment, adapting to the evolving warfare
technology of the time.
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The history of the Sherwood Rangers Yeomanry is a testament to the unwavering
spirit and dedication of the soldiers who served. From their early days as
horseback volunteers to their pivotal role in World War II, this regiment
exemplified the courage and strength of the British military. Their legacy lives on,
reminding us of the sacrifices made to secure our freedom.
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This account, following on from Unicorns - The History of the Sherwood Rangers
Yeomanry 1794- 1899, covers the Regiments war service between 1900 and
1945.During the Boer War the SRY formed part of the first volunteer unit to see
active service overseas fighting the Boer Commandos as cavalry. For its role in
the ill-fated 1915 Gallipoli campaign, the Regiment was awarded the Kings
Colour and then fought Allenbys victorious campaign against the Turks.During the
Second World War the Regiment initially saw service in Palestine, at the siege of
Tobruk and the fall of Crete. After acting as Special Forces in Ethiopia, they were
converted to armour and fought through from Alamein to Tripoli before returning
to North-west Europe for D-Day and the advance to Germany. In so doing they
won thirty Battle Honours and 159 awards including eighty-three for
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gallantry.General Sir Brian Horrocks later wrote no armoured regiment can show
a finerrecord of hard fighting. Hence the title of this invaluable regimental history.
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