
Discover the Fascinating Social History of
Indian Football: From Its Origins to Modern-
Day Glory
Football, known as soccer in some parts of the world, is not just a game in India;
it is a passion that runs deep within the veins of its people. The sport has come a
long way in the country, evolving over the years and becoming an integral part of
Indian culture. In this article, we delve into the social history of Indian football,
tracing its roots and showcasing the significant impact it has had on Indian
society as a whole.

The Early Days: of Football in India

The advent of football in India can be traced back to the late 19th century, during
British colonial rule. The British, who were keen on spreading their culture and
sports, introduced football to India through various means. The first-ever football
match in the country is said to have taken place in Calcutta (now Kolkata) in the
year 1854 between two teams of British sailors stationed in the city.

As the popularity of the sport grew, more clubs were formed, making the game
accessible to Indian citizens as well. The Durand Cup, which began in 1888,
became India's first major football tournament, attracting teams from different
parts of the country.

A Social History of Indian Football: Striving to
Score (Sport in the Global Society)
by Boria Majumdar (1st Edition, Kindle Edition)

5 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 4210 KB

http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/wjkK/OPMw/XRyvz/A-Social-History-of-Indian-Football-Striving-to-Score-Sport-in-the-Global-Society.pdf


Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 210 pages

Football and Indian Nationalism

Football soon became a platform for political and social movements in India.
During the struggle for independence, football clubs and tournaments played a
crucial role in fostering a sense of nationalism and unity among the Indian people.
The sport provided an outlet for expressing discontent against British rule and
became a symbol of resistance.

Football matches became a common ground for political gatherings and protests.
The Swadeshi movement, which aimed at promoting indigenous products and
boycotting foreign goods, used football as a metaphor for rejecting British
dominance in sports as well.

Birth of the IFA Shield: A Turning Point

In 1893, the Indian Football Association (IFA) Shield was established, marking a
significant turning point in Indian football history. The tournament brought
together teams from not only different parts of India but also from abroad. It
played a crucial role in promoting the growth and development of Indian football.
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Over the years, the IFA Shield witnessed some fierce competitions and
remarkable performances. The tournament showcased the talent and skills of
Indian players, further enhancing the recognition of Indian football at a global
level.

Post-Independence: Challenges and Growth

After gaining independence from British rule in 1947, India faced several
challenges in nurturing and developing the game further. The partition of the
country led to the division of teams and players, impacting the unity of football
clubs.

Despite the challenges, Indian football continued to thrive. The All India Football
Federation (AIFF) was formed in 1951, becoming the governing body for the
sport in the country. The AIFF played a vital role in organizing national
tournaments and promoting football at the grassroots level.

Golden Era of Indian Football: The 1950s and 1960s

The 1950s and 1960s are often referred to as the golden era of Indian football.
The national team achieved numerous successes during this period, including the
historic fourth-place finish in the 1956 Melbourne Olympics. Indian football
legends such as PK Banerjee, Chuni Goswami, and Tulsidas Balaram etched
their names in the history of Indian football.

The success of the national team inspired a generation of young footballers, and
football clubs started to emerge in various parts of the country. The Santosh
Trophy, established in 1941, became one of the most prestigious football
tournaments in India, showcasing immense talent and fierce competition between
regional teams.



The Modern Era: Indian Super League and Indian Football's Global
Aspirations

The landscape of Indian football witnessed a massive shift in recent years with
the of the Indian Super League (ISL) in 2014. The ISL, modeled on the lines of
successful franchise-based leagues worldwide, brought in significant
investments, global attention, and heightened enthusiasm among fans.

The inclusion of renowned international footballers in the ISL teams raised the
standard of the game in India, providing a major boost to player development and
infrastructure. It also opened doors for Indian players to showcase their skills
against formidable opposition.

Currently, India is ranked 104th in the FIFA World Rankings. The AIFF, along with
various stakeholders, is working towards improving the infrastructure, nurturing
young talent, and creating a sustainable ecosystem for the growth of Indian
football.

The social history of Indian football is a testament to the remarkable journey the
sport has taken in the country. From its humble beginnings during the British era
to the modern-day aspirations of becoming a global footballing force, Indian
football has not only entertained but also provided a platform for social, political,
and cultural movements.

As we celebrate the rich history and achievements of Indian football, let us also
look forward to a promising future, where the sport continues to unite, inspire, and
provide opportunities for generations to come.
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A Social History of Indian Football covers the period 1850-2004. It considers
soccer as a derivative sport, creatively and imaginatively adapted to suit modern
Indian socio-cultural needs - designed to fulfil political imperatives and satisfy
economic aspirations. The book is concerned with the appropriation, assimilation
and subversion of sporting ideals in colonial and post-colonial India for nationalist
needs.

The book assesses the role of soccer in colonial Indian life, to delineate the inter-
relationship between those who patronised, promoted, played and viewed the
game, to analyse the impact of the colonial context on the games evolution and
development and shed light on the diverse nature of trysts with the sport across
the country. Throughout this book, soccer is the lens that illuminates India's
colonial and post-colonial encounter.

This volume was previously published as a special issue of the journal Soccer
and Society.
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