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The Mariana Islands, located in the western Pacific Ocean, are known for their
stunning natural beauty and diverse ecosystems. From lush flora to unique fauna,
this archipelago offers a captivating array of wildlife. In this article, we will explore
the common flora and fauna found in the Mariana Islands, shedding light on their
unique characteristics, habitats, and importance to the local ecosystem.

1. Flora of the Mariana Islands

The Chamorro Tree

The Chamorro Tree, also known as Cycas micronesia, is a rare plant species
endemic to the Mariana Islands. With its palm-like appearance and vibrant green
leaves, it adds a touch of elegance to the island landscapes. The Chamorro Tree
plays a crucial role in the island's ecosystem, serving as a habitat for various bird
species and providing shade for other plants.

The Mariana Buttercup

The Mariana Buttercup, scientifically known as Ranunculus marianensis, is a
beautiful flowering plant that thrives in the Mariana Islands. With its bright yellow
blossoms, it adds a splash of color to the island meadows and grasslands. This
species is important for pollinators like bees and butterflies, contributing to the
overall biodiversity of the region.
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The Marianas Elephant Ear

The Marianas Elephant Ear, or Alocasia macrorrhizos, is a large leafy plant
commonly found in the Mariana Islands. Its distinctively shaped leaves resemble
elephant ears, hence the name. This plant species prefers shady and moist
areas, often growing near riverbanks and streams. The Marianas Elephant Ear
serves as a food source for various native wildlife, including fruit bats and certain
bird species.

2. Fauna of the Mariana Islands

The Mariana Fruit Dove

The Mariana Fruit Dove, scientifically known as Ptilinopus roseicapilla, is an
endemic bird species found exclusively on the Mariana Islands. With its vibrant
plumage and melodic cooing, it is a beloved symbol of the region's wildlife. The
Mariana Fruit Dove primarily feeds on native fruits, facilitating seed dispersal.
However, this species faces threats from habitat loss and invasive predators,
making conservation efforts crucial for its survival.

The Mariana Swiftlet
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The Mariana Swiftlet, scientifically named Aerodramus bartschi, is a small bird
species endemic to the Mariana Islands. These aerial acrobats are known for
their incredible speed and agility in flight, darting through the island skies. They
contribute to the ecosystem by controlling insect populations, ensuring a
balanced ecosystem. The Mariana Swiftlet constructs nests made from saliva,
which are highly valued for their medicinal properties and used in traditional
Chinese medicine.

The Mariana Monitor Lizard

The Mariana Monitor Lizard, scientifically called Varanus indicus, is a reptile
species native to the Mariana Islands. As the largest lizard species in the region,
it can reach up to six feet in length. This lizard plays a vital role in controlling the
population of insects, rodents, and small reptiles, maintaining the balance within
the ecosystem. However, due to habitat loss and predation by invasive species,
the Mariana Monitor Lizard faces conservation concerns.

The Mariana Islands offer a rich diversity of flora and fauna, each playing a
crucial role in maintaining the delicate balance of the local ecosystem. From rare
plants like the Chamorro Tree and Mariana Buttercup to endemic bird species like
the Mariana Fruit Dove and Mariana Swiftlet, the islands are home to fascinating
and unique wildlife. It is essential to protect and conserve these species to ensure
the long-term sustainability and beauty of the Mariana Islands.
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Small islands in the western Pacific ocean, the Mariana Islands are blessed with
unique native flora and fauna, but also non-native species. This is a local book
and is a guide for the animal and tree species most commonly seen in the
Mariana Islands. The authors are professional wildlife biologists with many years
of experience working in the Marianas. Chomorru (native language to the
Marianas), English, and Scientific names are given for each species.
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