
Discover the Fascinating World of Animals:
Classifying Vertebrates and Invertebrates for
5-Year-Olds
About Animals: An

Animals are a diverse group of living organisms that inhabit our planet. From tiny
insects to enormous elephants, the animal kingdom showcases an incredible
variety of species. One way to understand and study animals is by classifying
them into different groups based on their characteristics. This article aims to
introduce 5-year-olds to the classification of animals into two main groups:
vertebrates and invertebrates.

The Difference between Vertebrates and Invertebrates

Before delving into the classification of animals, it's essential to understand the
fundamental difference between vertebrates and invertebrates. Vertebrates are
animals that have a backbone, or spinal column, which gives them structure and
support. On the other hand, invertebrates are animals that lack a backbone.

Exploring Vertebrates: Animals with Backbones

Vertebrates make up a smaller portion of the animal kingdom, but they are often
the ones we are most familiar with. Here are some examples of vertebrate
animals:
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1. Mammals

Mammals are warm-blooded animals that have fur or hair on their bodies. They
give birth to live young ones and nurse them with milk produced by special glands
in their body. Examples of mammals include dogs, cats, elephants, and humans.

2. Birds

Birds are characterized by having feathers, beaks, and the ability to fly. They lay
eggs and hatch them to give birth to their young ones. Some popular birds
include eagles, peacocks, parrots, and chickens.

3. Fish

Fish are animals that live in water and have gills to breathe. They have scales on
their bodies and fins to help them swim. Goldfish, trout, and sharks are some
examples of fish.

4. Reptiles

Reptiles are cold-blooded animals covered in scales or plates. They lay eggs on
land and have specialized adaptations for their environment. Examples of reptiles
include snakes, alligators, turtles, and lizards.

5. Amphibians

Amphibians are animals that can live both on land and in water. They have moist
skin and lay jelly-like eggs in water. Frogs, toads, and salamanders are examples
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of amphibians.

Discovering Invertebrates: Animals without Backbones

Invertebrates make up the majority of the animal kingdom and come in a wide
range of shapes and sizes. Let's explore some interesting examples of
invertebrate animals:

1. Insects

Insects are the largest group of invertebrates, with about a million known species.
They have three main body parts: head, thorax, and abdomen, and six legs.
Bees, ants, butterflies, and beetles are all examples of insects.

2. Arachnids

Arachnids are characterized by having eight legs and two main body parts:
cephalothorax and abdomen. Spiders, scorpions, and ticks are common
examples of arachnids.

3. Mollusks

Mollusks have soft bodies and may have a hard shell for protection. Snails, squid,
and clams are some examples of mollusks.

4. Crustaceans

Crustaceans are primarily aquatic animals with a hard exoskeleton. They have
jointed legs and many appendages. Examples include crabs, lobsters, and
shrimp.

5. Worms



Worms are long, slender animals without legs. They can be found in various
environments, including soil and water. Earthworms and leeches are examples of
worms.

The Importance of Animal Classification

Classifying animals into vertebrates and invertebrates helps us understand their
unique characteristics and evolutionary history. It allows us to study and
appreciate the diversity of life on Earth. Moreover, understanding the
classification of animals can provide a foundation for further exploration in the
fields of biology and zoology.

Learning about animals is both fun and educational. Now that you have been
introduced to the classification of animals into vertebrates and invertebrates, you
can explore and identify animals around you with a better understanding.
Remember, the animal kingdom is vast, diverse, and full of wonders waiting to be
discovered!
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Animals can either have a backbone or they may have none. In this book, your 8-
year-old will learn about the wonderful worlds of vertebrates and invertebrates.
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There will be pictures of animal examples to further your child’s understanding of
the subject. Learning can be made much more fun if it is a shared family
experience. Read this book to your child today!
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which is the criterion for classifying animals into vertebrates and invertebrates


