
Discover the Heroic West Country Regiments
on the Somme Battlefields

The Battle of the Somme, fought during World War I, was one of the bloodiest
and most significant battles in history. Many regiments from across the United
Kingdom participated in this grueling conflict, including the brave soldiers from the
West Country. This article will shed light on the heroic actions and sacrifices
made by the West Country regiments, uncovering their remarkable stories that
deserve to be remembered.

The West Country Regiments
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The West Country, comprising the counties of Cornwall, Devon, Dorset,
Somerset, and Wiltshire, contributed several regiments to the war effort. Among
them were the Devonshire Regiment, Somerset Light Infantry, Gloucestershire
Regiment, and Royal Cornwall Regiment. These regiments were comprised of
local men who enlisted to defend their country and play their part in this
devastating conflict.
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The Devonshire Regiment

The Devonshire Regiment, also known as the "Devons," had a significant
presence on the Somme battlefields. This regiment played a vital role in
numerous major offensives during the battle, including the Battle of Albert and the
Battle of Guillemont. Their bravery and determination in the face of enemy fire
were widely recognized, and they earned several commendations for their
actions.

The Somerset Light Infantry
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The Somerset Light Infantry, known as the "Somersets," also saw action on the
Somme. They participated in the major Somme battles, such as the Battle of
Delville Wood and the Battle of Flers-Courcelette. Despite facing heavy
casualties, the Somersets displayed remarkable resilience and fought valiantly
alongside their fellow regiments.

The Gloucestershire Regiment

The Gloucestershire Regiment, also called the "Glosters," made a significant
impact on the Somme battlefields. They were involved in intense fighting during
the Battle of Bazentin and the subsequent Battle of Pozieres. Their steadfastness
and unwavering dedication in the face of unimaginable horrors were admired by
their comrades and commanders alike.

The Royal Cornwall Regiment

The soldiers of the Royal Cornwall Regiment, fondly known as the "Duchy Boys,"
contributed immensely to the Somme campaign. They fought in various battles,
including the Battle of Gueudecourt and the Battle of Morval. Despite suffering
heavy losses, they displayed incredible bravery and tenacity, establishing a
reputation for their unyielding determination.

Remembering Their Sacrifice

The sacrifices made by the West Country regiments on the Somme are
immeasurable. Thousands of soldiers from these regiments lost their lives, while
many more were injured physically and mentally. It is crucial that we remember
their bravery and honor their sacrifices to ensure their memory lives on.

Celebrating Their Legacy

The heroic actions of the West Country regiments on the Somme remind us of
the resilience and courage displayed by those who served during World War I.



Their legacy should be celebrated, and their stories shared to inspire future
generations.

Visiting the Somme Battlefields

If you want to pay homage to the West Country regiments and experience the
history firsthand, visiting the Somme Battlefields is a must. Walking in the
footsteps of the soldiers, exploring the preserved trenches, and visiting the
memorials will provide a powerful reminder of the sacrifices made during this
period.

Preserving Their Memory

Preserving the memory of the West Country regiments on the Somme is
essential. Through historical research, commemorative events, and educational
initiatives, we can ensure that their stories are not forgotten and that their bravery
continues to inspire future generations.

The West Country regiments on the Somme demonstrated immense courage and
resilience during one of the deadliest conflicts in history. Their sacrifices and
heroism should never be forgotten. By remembering their stories, visiting the
battlefields, and preserving their memory, we can pay tribute to these brave
soldiers and ensure their legacy lives on.
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Previous works have concentrated on the 'Pal' in Britain's northern towns and
cities. This book seeks to explore the little appreciated part in the Battle of the
Somme played by the Regular and Volunteer Service battalions of two small
West Country regiments; the Devonshire Regiment and the Dorset Regiment.
These two regiments had five battalions in action on the first day of the battle and
were represented in most of the significant attacks during the three and half
months of the 1916. The reader will be able to form a clear picture of the battle's
development as a whole through the eyes of Westcountry soldiers who fought on
the Somme.
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