
Discover the Hidden Meaning behind "What Is
Civilisation Ananda Coomaraswamy" - You
Won't Believe What We Uncovered!
In today's world, the term "civilisation" is often thrown around without a deeper
understanding of its true essence. However, Ananda Coomaraswamy, a
prominent philosopher and art historian, delves into the profound meaning of
civilisation in his renowned work "What Is Civilisation?" This article aims to
provide an informative and engaging exploration of Coomaraswamy's perspective
on civilisation and its significance. Get ready to uncover the hidden gems of this
intriguing topic!

Who is Ananda Coomaraswamy?

Ananda Coomaraswamy (1877-1947) was a Sri Lankan philosopher, historian,
and pioneer in the field of art history. His vast knowledge and profound insights
into various aspects of human culture, spirituality, and traditional art garnered him
international recognition. Coomaraswamy's work on civilisation offers unique
perspectives that challenge contemporary notions and provide a deeper
understanding of society's fabric.

Understanding "What is Civilisation?"

In his groundbreaking book, Coomaraswamy presents a holistic and
multidimensional view of civilisation that goes beyond superficial interpretations.
He argues that civilisation is not merely a collection of material achievements but
a reflection of a unified worldview encompassing art, spirituality, ethics, and social
structures.
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The Essence of Civilisation

Coomaraswamy believes that the essence of civilisation lies in the harmony
between the material and spiritual aspects of human existence. He emphasizes
the importance of art as a powerful tool for expressing and experiencing the
divine, serving as a bridge between the physical and metaphysical realms.
According to Coomaraswamy, true civilisation recognizes the interconnectedness
of all aspects of life and seeks to cultivate a balanced and purposeful existence.

The Role of Tradition

Traditional wisdom holds a central place in Coomaraswamy's understanding of
civilisation. He argues that a genuine civilisation flourishes when it respects and
preserves timeless traditions that provide a solid foundation for societal
development. By valuing cultural heritage, rituals, and spiritual practices,
societies can maintain a sense of identity and continuity, preventing the erosion of
values and principles.

Breaking Down the Components of Civilisation
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Art and Aesthetic Expression

According to Coomaraswamy, art is a fundamental aspect of civilisation as it
serves as a medium to communicate profound truths and evoke the sublime. It
enables individuals to transcend the ordinary and connect with the universal.
Whether through visual arts, music, or architecture, art allows us to experience a
glimpse of the divine and acts as a unifying force in society.

Spirituality and Ethics

For Coomaraswamy, spirituality is another essential component of civilisation. He
believes that religious and ethical systems provide guidance for individuals and
communities, fostering unity, compassion, and harmony. By adhering to ethical
principles and recognizing the spiritual dimension of life, societies can cultivate
higher values that contribute to the overall well-being of its members.

Education and Knowledge

Coomaraswamy highlights the crucial role education plays in fostering a civilized
society. However, he advocates for an education system that goes beyond mere
acquisition of knowledge, emphasizing the importance of wisdom and
understanding. True education, according to Coomaraswamy, helps individuals
develop a comprehensive understanding of their place in the world and cultivates
an appreciation for diverse perspectives.

The Importance of Coomaraswamy's Work Today

In a world driven by materialism and rapid technological advancements,
Coomaraswamy's work serves as a poignant reminder of the deeper meaning
and purpose of civilisation. His insights encourage individuals to reflect on their
values, the impact of their actions on society, and the delicate balance between



progress and preservation. By embracing Coomaraswamy's perspectives, we can
embark on a journey towards a more harmonious and meaningful existence.

In

Ananda Coomaraswamy's exploration of "What Is Civilisation?" goes beyond the
conventional understanding of the term. By contemplating the intertwined
relationship between art, spirituality, tradition, and education, he provides a
holistic framework for true civilisation. Now that you are equipped with this
enlightening knowledge, embark on your own journey of self-discovery and
rediscover the essence of civilisation.
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In his Foreword, Seyyed Hossein Nasr writes: "Over forty years have passed
since the death of Ananda Coomaraswamy; yet his writings remain as pertinent
today as when he wrote them, and his voice echoes in the ears of present-day
seekers of truth and lovers of traditional art as it did a generation ago. In contrast
to most scholarly works which become outdated and current philosophical opuses
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which become stale, Coomaraswamy's works possess a timeliness that flows
from their being rooted in the eternal present. It is therefore with joy that one can
welcome a new collection of essays of this formidable metaphysician and
scholar."
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