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Africa's history with colonialism is a topic that continues to shape the continent

and its people. The Johns Hopkins Symposia in Comparative pays homage to

African perspectives on colonialism, shedding light on hidden truths, untold

stories, and the lasting impact of this significant era. Join us in this captivating

journey where we delve into the rich history, cultural heritage, and resilience of

Africa and its people.

Examining Colonialism in Africa

Africa, often referred to as the "Dark Continent," has a complex relationship with

colonialism. The symposium aims to explore the multifaceted aspects of colonial

rule and its effects on the continent. From the formation and fragmentation of

African societies to the economic exploitation and cultural assimilation, the

symposium dives into the deep-rooted impact of colonization.
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Bringing Scholars, Activists, and African Voices Together

The Johns Hopkins Symposia in Comparative brings together a diverse group of

participants to foster meaningful conversations and dialogues. Scholars, activists,
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and African voices unite to share their perspectives, research findings, and

personal experiences, providing a broad and well-rounded understanding of the

colonial period in Africa.

Unveiling Hidden Histories

Throughout the symposium, hidden histories will be revealed, challenging widely

accepted narratives surrounding colonialism. By amplifying African perspectives,

participants aim to highlight the stories that have been overlooked or deliberately

erased from history. This inclusive approach makes the symposium a unique

platform for unraveling the complexities of colonialism.

Exploring Cultural Heritage and Resilience

Africa's cultural heritage is undoubtedly vibrant and diverse. However, the impact

of colonization cannot be ignored when examining African traditions and lifestyles.

The symposium dives deep into the ways in which African communities have

preserved their cultural identity, even amidst the pressures of colonialism.

Participants will explore the resilience and resistance that defined African

societies during this transformative period.

Challenging Conventional Narratives

Western perspectives on colonialism have traditionally dominated the discussion.

By incorporating African voices, the symposium challenges these conventional

narratives, paving the way for a more comprehensive and accurate understanding

of the colonial experience. This diversity of perspectives helps reshape historical

interpretations and brings forth new insights.

Legacy and Beyond

The symposium takes us on a journey from the colonial period to the present,

examining the legacies left behind and their implications in contemporary Africa.



By analyzing the political, economic, and social consequences of colonization,

participants aim to foster discussions on how to address and rectify these

enduring challenges.

African Perspectives on Colonialism at The Johns Hopkins Symposia in

Comparative offers a unique opportunity to explore the diverse, often unheard

stories that shed light on the effects of colonialism in Africa. By embracing African

voices, challenging conventional narratives, and unveiling hidden histories, the

symposium serves as a crucial platform for understanding the lasting impact of

colonization. Join us on this enlightening journey as we delve into Africa's rich

heritage, resilience, and ongoing quest for self-determination.
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This history deals with the twenty-year period between 1880 and 1900, when

virtually all of Africa was seized and occupied by the Imperial Powers of Europe.

Eurocentric points of view have dominated the study of this era, but in this book,

one of Africa's leading historians reinterprets the colonial experiences from the

perspective of the colonized.
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The Johns Hopkins Symposia in Comparative History are occasional volumes

sponsored by the Department of History at the Johns Hopkins University and the

Johns Hopkins University Press comprising original essays by leading scholars in

the United States and other countries. Each volume considers, from a

comparative perspective, an important topic of current historical interest. The

present volume is the fifteenth. Its preparation has been assisted by the James S.

Schouler Lecture Fund.
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