
Discover the Impact of First World
War on British Society
The First World War, which lasted from 1914 to 1918, was a global conflict that

had a profound impact on British society. This article explores the various ways in

which this devastating war transformed almost every aspect of life in Britain, from

politics and the economy to social norms and gender roles.

1. Mobilization and Recruitment

With the outbreak of war, Britain faced the daunting task of recruiting and

mobilizing its citizens to support the war effort. The government launched a

massive campaign emphasizing duty, patriotism, and the importance of defending

the nation. Thousands of men volunteered to join the armed forces, while

conscription measures were introduced to ensure an adequate supply of soldiers.

2. Women's Role in Society

The First World War was a turning point for women's rights and opportunities.

With men leaving for the front lines, women stepped in to fill traditionally male-

dominated roles in industries and services. They worked in munitions factories,

drove buses and ambulances, and became nurses. Their participation in the war

effort played a significant role in the eventual granting of women's suffrage in

1918.
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3. The Home Front and Propaganda

Life on the home front during the war was marked by a strong sense of

nationalism and the need to support the troops. Propaganda played a crucial role

in fostering this spirit, promoting war bonds, conservation, and rationing. The

government used various mediums such as posters, films, and newspapers to

influence public opinion and maintain morale.

4. Social Changes and Class Divisions

The war brought about significant social changes in British society. The loss of life

and severe injuries of countless soldiers led to a greater focus on social welfare.

The government introduced measures to support disabled veterans and their

families. However, the war also highlighted class divisions as many working-class

individuals were unable to take advantage of these welfare programs.

5. Impact on Arts and Literature

The First World War had a profound influence on the arts and literature in Britain.

Artists and writers captured the horrors of war in their works, expressing their

disillusionment and questioning the ideals of society. Poets like Wilfred Owen and
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Siegfried Sassoon depicted the suffering and brutality of war, challenging the

romanticized notions of patriotism.

6. Legacy of the First World War

The legacy of the First World War continues to shape British society to this day.

The war challenged the idea of warfare itself and led to changes in military

strategies and tactics. It also had a lasting impact on countries and their

relationships with one another, leading to the eventual formation of the League of

Nations, a precursor to the United Nations.

The First World War left an indelible mark on British society, transforming various

aspects of life during and after the conflict. From the changing roles of women to

the impact on the arts, the war reshaped the nation in profound and lasting ways.

Understanding this historical period allows us to reflect on the sacrifices made

and the enduring legacy left by those who lived through this tumultuous time.
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What was it that the British people believed they were fighting for in 1914–18?

This compelling history of the British home front during the First World War offers

an entirely new account of how British society understood and endured the war.

Drawing on official archives, memoirs, diaries and letters, Adrian Gregory sheds

new light on the public reaction to the war, examining the role of propaganda and

rumour in fostering patriotism and hatred of the enemy. He shows the importance

of the ethic of volunteerism and the rhetoric of sacrifice in debates over where the

burdens of war should fall as well as the influence of religious ideas on wartime

culture. As the war drew to a climax and tensions about the distribution of

sacrifices threatened to tear society apart, he shows how victory and the

processes of commemoration helped create a fiction of a society united in grief.
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