
Discover the Incredible Journey: The
Story of the Jewish People

The Origins of the Jewish People

The Jewish people have an astounding history that stretches back thousands of

years. With their origins rooted in ancient Mesopotamia, their story is one of

resilience, faith, and cultural richness.

The journey of the Jewish people begins with their forefather Abraham, who made

a covenant with God. Abraham's descendants, known as the Israelites, spent

centuries in ancient Egypt as slaves before their liberation and led by Moses. This

event, known as the Exodus, became a pivotal moment in Jewish history and is

celebrated to this day during the Passover festival.
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The Promised Land and Kingdoms

After their Exodus from Egypt, the Israelites embarked on a journey to reach the

Promised Land, also known as Canaan. Under the leadership of Joshua, they

conquered the land and established the Twelve Tribes of Israel.

Over time, the Israelites faced numerous challenges and endured periods of

foreign domination. The era of the Judges saw leaders arise to guide the people,

followed by the establishment of the iconic Kingdom of Israel under Kings Saul,

David, and Solomon. The Kingdom split into Israel and Judah and eventually

faced conquering empires like the Assyrians and the Babylonians, leading to the

destruction of Solomon’s Temple.

The Babylonian Exile and Return

The Babylonians captured Jerusalem and forced many Israelites into exile in

Babylon in what became known as the Babylonian Exile. During this period, the

Prophet Jeremiah played a crucial role in providing hope and guidance to the

exiled community.
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After several decades, Cyrus the Great of Persia allowed the Israelites to return to

their homeland. This marked the beginning of the Second Temple period. The

construction of the Second Temple became a symbol of renewal and the

restoration of Jewish worship.

The Rise and Fall of Empires

Over the centuries, the Jewish people faced the challenge of surviving under

various ruling empires, including the Greeks and the Romans. Under the rule of

the Hasmonean dynasty, an independent Jewish state briefly emerged.

However, the Roman Empire soon took control of Judea, leading to the

destruction of the Second Temple in 70 CE. This event, known as the Destruction

of the Temple, remains a significant tragedy in Jewish history.

The Jewish Diaspora and Perseverance

Following the Destruction of the Temple, many Jewish communities spread

across the world due to the forced migration and displacement, resulting in what

is known as the Jewish Diaspora.

Despite the challenges faced by the Jewish people throughout history, they

managed to preserve their traditions, culture, and faith. The development of a

unique Jewish identity became paramount, with synagogues becoming central

places of worship and communal gathering.

The Establishment of the State of Israel

The year 1948 witnessed another significant development in the history of the

Jewish people with the establishment of the State of Israel. This event fulfilled the

long-held dream of returning to their ancestral homeland and brought hope to

Jewish communities around the world.



Since then, Israel has become a thriving modern nation that embraces its ancient

heritage while contributing to various fields, including technology, art, and

science.

The Rich Cultural Legacy

In addition to their remarkable history, the Jewish people have left an indelible

mark on world culture. From literature and philosophy to music and cinema,

Jewish individuals have made significant contributions to various artistic

disciplines.

Notable Jewish figures throughout history include philosophers such as Baruch

Spinoza and Moses Mendelssohn, writers like Franz Kafka and Isaac Bashevis

Singer, and musicians such as Leonard Bernstein and Bob Dylan, to name just a

few.

The story of the Jewish people is one of resilience, faith, and determination.

Despite facing numerous challenges throughout history, their remarkable journey

continues to inspire and captivate. From their ancient origins to the modern State

of Israel, the Jewish people have left an unparalleled cultural and historical legacy

that will forever be remembered.
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A history of Judaism written in letters from historian Martin Gilbert to his

acquaintance in India, who wants to learn more about her ancestry.

 

At her ninetieth birthday celebration in New Delhi, “Auntie Fori” revealed to her

longtime acquaintance, Sir Martin Gilbert, that she was not of Indian birth but

actually Hungarian—and Jewish. She did not know what this Jewish identity

involved, historically or spiritually, and asked him to enlighten her.

 

In response, Gilbert embarked on the series of letters that have been gathered to

form this book, shaping each one as a concise, individually formed story. He

presents Jewish history as the narrative expression—the timeline—of the Jewish

faith, and the faith as it is informed by the history. In Sir Martin’s hands, these

stories are rich in incident and achievement, starting with Adam and Eve through

the Biblical and post-Biblical periods, to the long history of the Jews in the

Diaspora, and ending with an unexpected visit to an outpost of Jewry in

Anchorage, Alaska. Ranging through almost every country in the world—including

China and India—he maintains a chronological structure, weaving in the history of

other peoples and faiths, to give Auntie Fori, and us, a sense of the larger stage

on which Jewish history has played out.

 

“Compact, breezy, and thoroughly enjoyable . . . For those, like Auntie Fori,

hoping to understand the Jewish past and present, this book is a treasure.” —

Booklist
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