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With a rich tradition dating back to the early 1900s, generations of talented

athletes and legendary coaches have paved the way for its extraordinary success.

The Early Years

The roots of Carolina Basketball trace back to the establishment of the program in

1910, under the guidance of head coach Nat Cartmell. The team quickly garnered

attention and success, setting the foundation for the exceptional journey that

would follow.
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However, it was during the tenure of legendary coach Dean Smith, who helmed

the team from 1961 to 1997, that the program truly ascended to greatness.

Smith's innovative coaching techniques and emphasis on teamwork

revolutionized the sport and propelled Carolina Basketball to new heights.

Unforgettable Moments

Throughout the Carolina Basketball Century Of Excellence, there have been

countless extraordinary moments that have etched themselves into the annals of

basketball history. One such moment occurred in 1982 when the Tar Heels, led by
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a young Michael Jordan, secured their first NCAA Championship in nearly three

decades.

The "Michael Jordan Shot," as it came to be known, was a pivotal moment that

symbolized the grit and determination of the Carolina Basketball program.

Jordan's iconic shot with just 17 seconds remaining in the championship game

secured the victory for the Tar Heels and cemented his status as a basketball

legend.
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The Coach and the Legacy

During his 36 years at the helm, Dean Smith not only transformed Carolina

Basketball into a perennial powerhouse, but he also shaped the lives of countless

players who went on to achieve great success both on and off the court. Smith's

emphasis on integrity, selflessness, and academic excellence set a standard that

continues to define Carolina Basketball.

Following Smith's retirement in 1997, the program seamlessly transitioned under

the leadership of Roy Williams, who had been an assistant coach at Carolina

from 1978 to 1988. Williams, with his own coaching prowess and commitment to

the principles laid out by his predecessors, continued the winning legacy of

Carolina Basketball, leading the team to three NCAA Championships during his

tenure.

The Alumni

Carolina Basketball has produced a long line of talented players who have gone

on to achieve greatness at the collegiate level and in the professional ranks.

Players such as Michael Jordan, Vince Carter, James Worthy, and Tyler

Hansbrough are just a few examples of the extraordinary talent that has graced

the Carolina Basketball court.



These alumni, alongside many others, have carried the torch of Carolina

Basketball, showcasing their skills at the highest level and representing the

program's values with pride.

The Tar Heel Family

One of the most remarkable aspects of Carolina Basketball is the sense of

community and family that surrounds the program. The passionate fan base,

known as the "Tar Heel Nation," spans across generations and shows unwavering

support for the team.

Whether it's the electric atmosphere at the Dean E. Smith Center or the dedicated

fan contributions to the Carolina Basketball Museum, the Tar Heel family is a
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testament to the lasting impact and influence of Carolina Basketball.

The Carolina Basketball Century Of Excellence is a journey defined by a century

of remarkable achievements, legendary players, and extraordinary coaches. From

its humble beginnings to the pinnacle of college basketball, Carolina Basketball

has left an indelible mark on the sport and continues to inspire generations of

basketball enthusiasts.

Experience the rich history and unparalleled success of Carolina Basketball

for yourself by following the link above!
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Boasting six national championships and scores of Hall of Fame coaches and

players, Carolina Basketball has come a long way from the first season--when the

campus newspaper published a notice asking an unknown culprit to return the

team's basketball. These pages are packed with little-known stories from the

program's earliest days and new insights into its best-loved moments. All the

greats are here, from Jack Cobb and the "Blind Bomber" George Glamack to

Lennie Rosenbluth, Phil Ford, James Worthy, Michael Jordan, Antawn Jamison,
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and Tyler Hansbrough. Lucas reveals the meaning of the "Carolina family" and

the origins and evolution of Tar Heel traditions that have made North Carolina one

of the premier teams in men's college basketball.

These stories are brought to life with more than 175 color and black-and-white

photos; a foreword by Hall of Fame coach Dean Smith and an afterword by fellow

Hall of Famer Roy Williams; and an appendix of records and statistics. Some 25

sidebars feature first-person recollections from prominent players, including

Rosenbluth, Ford, and Jordan; opposing coaches like Lefty Driesell; and famous

alumni like Peter Gammons and Alexander Julian.

This is the must-have book for Tar Heel fans and college basketball lovers

everywhere.
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