Discover the Legendary Jewish
Boxers Who Made History Inside the
Ring

The Remarkable Contributions of Jewish Fighters in the World of
Boxing

Boxing has always been a sport that captivates audiences around the world. It
requires a unique combination of skill, dedication, and determination to succeed
in the ring. Over the years, many Jewish boxers have risen to fame and left an
indelible mark on the sport. In this article, we will explore the fascinating stories of

some of the most legendary Jewish fighters of all time.

1. Benny Leonard - The Ghetto Wizard

Benny Leonard was a trailblazing boxer who dominated the lightweight division
during the 1920s. Born Benjamin Leiner in 1896, he grew up in a tough
neighborhood on the Lower East Side of New York City. Leonard's boxing style
was characterized by incredible footwork, lightning-fast punches, and unmatched
intelligence inside the ring. He held the Lightweight Championship title for nearly

seven years, defending it successfully over 20 times.

Alt attribute: Benny Leonard - The Ghetto Wizard dominates the boxing world in
the 1920s.
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2. Barney Ross - A True War Hero

Barney Ross, born Beryl David Rosofsky in 1909, was not only an outstanding
boxer but also a true war hero. Ross was a three-division world champion,
winning titles in the lightweight, junior welterweight, and welterweight divisions.
He showed immense bravery during World War Il, where he served as a Marine.
Ross single-handedly saved the lives of several fellow soldiers during a battle in

the Pacific Theater.

Alt attribute: Barney Ross - A True War Hero becomes a boxing legend and a war
hero during World War |l.

3. Max Baer - The Glamorous Heavyweight

Max Baer, known for his larger-than-life personality and powerful punches, was
the World Heavyweight Champion from 1934 to 1935. Born in 1909, Baer came
from a Jewish family in Omaha, Nebraska. He had a flamboyant style both in and
out of the ring, often wearing extravagant outfits and entertaining the crowd with
his antics. Baer's most iconic fight was against German champion Max Schmeling

in 1933, where he emerged victorious after a thrilling bout.
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Alt attribute: Max Baer - The Glamorous Heavyweight shines in the boxing world

with his power and charisma.

4. Bob Arum - The Promoter Extraordinaire

While not a boxer himself, Bob Arum deserves mention as one of the most
influential figures in the world of boxing. Arum, born Robert Arum in 1931, is a
renowned boxing promoter who has worked with some of the greatest fighters in
history. As the founder and CEO of Top Rank promotions, Arum has played a
pivotal role in organizing some of the most memorable boxing matches, elevating

the sport to new heights.

Alt attribute: Bob Arum - The Promoter Extraordinaire revolutionizes the boxing

industry with his groundbreaking promotional strategies.

The Jewish fighters mentioned here are just a glimpse into the remarkable
contributions and achievements of the Jewish community in the world of boxing.
Throughout history, these heroes have overcome obstacles and stereotypes to
become legends inside and outside the ring. Their stories continue to inspire and

serve as a testament to the power of determination and resilience.
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In the 1920s and 30s, anti-Semitism was rife in the United States and Europe.
Jews needed symbols of strength and demonstrations of courage against their
enemies, and they found both in two champions of boxing: Max Baer and Barney
Ross. Baer was the only Jewish heavyweight champion in the twentieth century,
while Ross was considered one of the greatest welterweight and lightweight
champions of the era. Although their careers never crossed paths, their boxing

triumphs played a common role in lifting the spirits of persecuted Jews.

In Max Baer and Barney Ross: Jewish Heroes of Boxing, Jeffrey Sussman
chronicles the lives of two men whose successful bouts inside the ring served as
inspiration for Jewish fans across the country and around the world. Though they
came from very different backgrounds—Baer grew up on his family’s ranch in
California, while Ross roamed the tough streets of Chicago and was a runner for
Al Capone—both would bask in the limelight as boxing champions. Their stories
include legendary encounters with such opponents as Jimmy McLarnin (known
as the Jew Killer), Max Schmeling (Hitler’s favorite athlete), and Primo Carnera (a

sad giant controlled and mistreated by gangsters).

While recounting the exploits of these two men, the author also paints an
evocative picture of boxing and the crucial role it played in an era of anti-
Semitism. A vivid and engaging look at these two heroes and the difficult era in
which they lived, Max Baer and Barney Ross will appeal to boxing fans, sports

historians, and anyone interested in Jewish history.
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