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The Soviet Union was renowned for its military prowess, and one of the most
fascinating aspects of its arsenal was the development of self-propelled anti-
aircraft guns. These impressive weapons were designed to provide efficient and
deadly protection against aerial threats, and their incredible features and
specifications make them a true wonder of engineering.

Unleashing the Power of the ZSU-23-4 Shilka

The ZSU-23-4 Shilka is arguably the most famous self-propelled anti-aircraft gun
developed by the Soviet Union. This fearsome weapon, introduced in the 1960s,
packs a massive punch with its four 23mm autocannons. Its ability to engage
aircraft at a range of up to 2.5 km and a ceiling of 3,500 meters made it a
formidable opponent.
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The Crucial Role of the 2K22 Tunguska
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Another legendary Soviet self-propelled anti-aircraft system is the 2K22
Tunguska, introduced in the 1980s. This impressive weapon combines surface-
to-air missile capabilities with twin 30mm autocannons, providing a dual-layered
defense against airborne threats. The Tunguska is highly mobile and can engage
targets at ranges of up to 10 km, making it a vital asset in any modern battlefield.

The Versatility of the ZSU-57-2
Stepping back in time, the ZSU-57-2 played a crucial role during the Cold War
era. With its twin 57mm autocannons, this self-propelled anti-aircraft gun was
highly effective against both low-flying aircraft and ground targets. Its versatility
made it a valuable asset for Soviet forces.
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Legacy and Influence

The self-propelled anti-aircraft guns developed by the Soviet Union had a
profound impact on military technology and tactics worldwide. The advanced
features like radar systems, target acquisition, and tracking capabilities set new
standards for air defense systems globally. The successful deployment and
utilization of these weapons in various conflicts showcased the Soviet Union's
engineering prowess.

Exploring the world of self-propelled anti-aircraft guns of the Soviet Union, such
as the ZSU-23-4 Shilka, the 2K22 Tunguska, and the ZSU-57-2, unveils a
fascinating era of military innovation. These powerful weapons demonstrated
remarkable capabilities and played a crucial role in the defense strategies of the
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Soviet Union. Their influence can still be felt in modern air defense systems,
making them legendary icons of military engineering.
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During the Cold War, the Soviet Army was perhaps the deadliest fighting force the
world had ever seen. Within its mechanized forces, the Soviets accomplished
something that their American counterparts never could – the fielding of a self-
propelled anti-aircraft gun (SPAAG) that could keep pace with its heavy armored
formations. This volume examines the design, development and operational
history of the Soviet Union's Cold War SPAAGs: the ZSU-37, ZSU-57-2, the
infamous ZSU-23-4, and the 9K22 Tunguska (better known by its NATO reporting
name: SA-19 'Grison'). These vehicles excelled in their air defense role, and
many US Department of Defense publications were dedicated to examining how
to defeat the ZSU and its radar tracking system. These formidable weapons
equipped Russian forces in Afghanistan and were encountered again in Iraq
during Operation Desert Storm and Iraqi Freedom, cementing their place in the
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landscape of modern warfare. This study explores the full history of the SPAAGs
with revealing photographs, technical illustrations and detailed analysis.
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