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The Coast Redwoods, scientifically known as Sequoia sempervirens, are awe-

inspiring giants that grow in a narrow strip along the rugged California coastline.

Towering taller than any other living organisms on Earth, these remarkable trees

are true natural wonders. With a history dating back millions of years, the coast

redwoods have witnessed remarkable ecological changes and attracted the

attention of conservationists worldwide.

An Ancient Tale Spanning Over Millennia

The history of the Coast Redwoods dates back to the time when dinosaurs

roamed the Earth. These ancient trees have stood tall for over 20 million years,

evolving and adapting to various environmental conditions. Once covering

expansive areas across the Northern Hemisphere, the coast redwoods now thrive

in less than 5% of their historic range due to human activities and natural

occurrences.
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Coast redwood forests are ecosystems teeming with life. The towering heights of

these trees create a unique microclimate where diverse plant and animal species

thrive. The thick canopy of foliage allows minimal sunlight to reach the forest floor,

resulting in a specialized understory characterized by shade-tolerant plants. This

intricate web of life, from ferns to salamanders and from spotted owls to Pacific

giant millipedes, makes the redwood forests an ecological treasure trove.

Conservation Efforts in the Face of Ever-Present Challenges

The coast redwoods face numerous conservation challenges in the modern

world. Logging, urban development, wildfires, and climate change pose significant

threats to the survival of these majestic giants. However, dedicated conservation

organizations and passionate individuals have united to protect and restore

redwood forests. Their efforts include acquiring land for preservation, establishing

national and state parks, and implementing sustainable management practices

that balance human needs with the conservation of these ancient trees.

Exploring the Coast Redwoods: A Journey of Wonder

To truly appreciate the magnificence of the coast redwoods, one must embark on

a journey through their native habitats. From the iconic Redwood National and

State Parks to lesser-known reserves, there are numerous destinations that offer

an immersive experience within these ancient forests. Hiking trails, guided tours,

and educational programs provide opportunities for visitors to connect with nature

and gain a deeper understanding of the rich history and ecological significance of

the coast redwoods.

Preserving a Legacy for Generations to Come

The preservation and protection of the coast redwoods are essential not only for

the sake of these magnificent trees but also for future generations. By

understanding their history, appreciating their ecology, and actively participating in



conservation efforts, we can ensure that these majestic giants continue to grace

our planet for centuries to come.
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Evidence is mounting that redwood forests, like many other ecosystems, cannot

survive as small, isolated fragments in human-altered landscapes. Such

fragments lose their diversity over time and, in the case of redwoods, may even

lose the ability to grow new, giant trees.

The Redwood Forest, written in support of Save-the-Redwood League's master

plan, provides scientific guidance for saving the redwood forest by bringing

together in a single volume the latest insights from conservation biology along

with new information from data-gathering techniques such as GIS and remote

sensing. It presents the most current findings on the geologic and cultural history,

natural history, ecology, management, and conservation of the flora and fauna of

the redwood ecosystem. Leading experts -- including Todd Dawson, Bill Libby,

John Sawyer, Steve Sillett, Dale Thornburgh, Hartwell Welch, and many others --

offer a comprehensive account of the redwoods ecosystem, with specific chapters

examining:
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the history of the redwood lineage, from the Triassic Period to the present,

along with the recent history of redwoods conservation

life history, architecture, genetics, environmental relations, and disturbance

regimes of redwoods

terrestrial flora and fauna, communities, and ecosystems

aquatic ecosystems

landscape-scale conservation planning

management alternatives relating to forestry, restoration, and recreation.

The Redwood Forest offers a case study for ecosystem-level conservation and

gives conservation organizations the information, technical tools, and broad

perspective they need to evaluate redwood sites and landscapes for

conservation. It contains the latest information from ground-breaking research on

such topics as redwood canopy communities, the role of fog in sustaining

redwood forests, and the function of redwood burls. It also presents sobering

lessons from current research on the effects of forestry activities on the sensitive

faunas of redwood forests and streams.

The key to perpetuating the redwood forest is understanding how it functions; this

book represents an important step in establishing such an understanding. It

presents a significant body of knowledge in a single volume, and will be a vital

resource for conservation scientists, land use planners, policymakers, and

anyone involved with conservation of redwoods and other forests.
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