Discover the Unforgettable French Napoleonic
Infantry Tactics between 1792-1815 - A
Glimpse into the Elite 159

Throughout history, military tactics have played a crucial role in shaping the
outcomes of battles and ultimately, the course of wars. One period that stands out
in military history is the era of the French Napoleonic Infantry Tactics between the
years 1792 and 1815. In this article, we will dive deep into the intriguing tactics
employed by the French forces during this time, specifically focusing on the
tactics of the elite 159 unit. Let's embark on this journey to discover the

unforgettable strategies that shaped the course of warfare during this era.

The Rise of French Napoleonic Infantry Tactics

Before we delve into the tactics, it's important to understand the historical context
of this period. The French Revolution and the subsequent rise of Napoleon
Bonaparte as the Emperor of the French significantly transformed the way
warfare was conducted. The French revolutionaries aimed to replace the
traditional nobility-dominated army with a more egalitarian and professional force.

This led to the birth of new infantry tactics that revolutionized the battlefield.

Overview of French Napoleonic Infantry Tactics

The French Napoleonic Infantry Tactics were designed to maximize fire
superiority and maneuverability on the battlefield. They relied heavily on
disciplined infantry formations, rapid movements, and creative use of artillery
support. The tactics developed by the French Army were based on an innovative
combination of the traditional linear formations of the past and the more flexible

column formations.
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The Elite 159: Masters of French Napoleonic Infantry Tactics

Within the French Army, the Elite 159 unit was renowned for its exceptional skills
in executing these tactics. Composed of highly trained and experienced soldiers,
they were the epitome of the French military might during this era. Their training
included mastering the intricate drill movements, complex formations, and

efficient coordination with artillery units.

Tactics of the Elite 159

The Elite 159 employed a variety of tactics that set them apart from other infantry
units of the time. One crucial tactic was the "Artillery Support Advance." During
this maneuver, the 159th infantry unit would closely coordinate with the French
artillery to advance swiftly while maintaining a continuous barrage on enemy
positions. This tactic proved formidable in breaking enemy lines and creating

chaos in their ranks.

Another tactic that the Elite 159 mastered was the "Column Attack." They would
form into tightly packed columns, allowing for swift movement across the

battlefield. Once in proximity to the enemy, they would unleash a devastating
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assault, overwhelming the opposition with their disciplined firepower and bayonet

charges.

The Legacy of French Napoleonic Infantry Tactics

The impact of French Napoleonic Infantry Tactics reverberated far beyond their
time. Many military strategists and commanders from all over the world studied
and emulated these tactics, recognizing their effectiveness on the battlefield. The
influence of French tactics can be seen in subsequent conflicts, shaping the way

wars were fought in the ages to come.

In

The French Napoleonic Infantry Tactics between 1792 and 1815, with the Elite
159 at the forefront, ushered in a new era of military tactics that had a lasting
impact on warfare. Their innovative strategies and disciplined execution paved
the way for future military advancements and tactics in later eras. To truly
understand the evolution of warfare, exploring the intricacies of these tactics
becomes essential. By delving into history, we can gain valuable insights that

extend far beyond the battlefield - insights that can shape our present and future.
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Bonaparte's Grande Armée, one of the most renowned battle-winning machines
in history, evolved from a merging of the professional army of the Ancien Régime
and the volunteers and conscripts of the Revolutionary levée en masse —
although the contribution of the former is often underestimated. A leading
authority on the history of tactics draws here on original drill manuals and later
writings to explain how the French infantry of 1792—-1815 were organized for fire
and movement on the battlefield. lllustrated with clear diagrams and relevant
paintings and prints, and specially prepared colour plates, this text brings the

tactical aspects of eight battles vividly to life.
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