
Discover the Untold African Voices
on Slavery and the Slave Trade

Slavery and the transatlantic slave trade have left a dark mark on human history,

causing immense suffering and lasting consequences. While many discussions

focus on the experiences of slaves and slave owners from Europe and the
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Americas, it is crucial to honor and learn from the African voices involved in this

tragic period.

The African Context

Before diving into the African voices on slavery, it is essential to understand the

historical context on the African continent. Slavery, in various forms, had existed

in Africa for centuries before the arrival of Europeans. However, it is crucial to

note that the transatlantic slave trade significantly increased the scale and

brutality of slavery.
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1. Impact on African Societies

The slave trade had a profound impact on African societies. It disrupted existing

social structures, as powerful African kingdoms and African elites collaborated

with European slave traders for economic and political gain. This collaboration led

to intertribal warfare, with Africans themselves capturing and enslaving individuals

from rival tribes, expanding the reach of the slave trade.
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2. Resistance and Abolition Movements

Contrary to popular belief, African societies did not passively accept slavery and

the slave trade. Many African communities resisted these oppressive practices

through various means. Some engaged in armed resistance, tirelessly fighting

against slave raiders and traders. Others actively pursued abolition efforts within

their societies, advocating for the end of the slave trade and the liberation of

slaves.

African Voices: Personal Stories and Testimonies

While it is challenging to capture the individual African voices from the era of

slavery, a few remarkable stories have been preserved through historical records

and oral traditions. These stories shed light on the diverse experiences and

emotions felt by African people during this period of their history.

1. Olaudah Equiano

Olaudah Equiano, also known as Gustavus Vassa, was a prominent African figure

who wrote an autobiography titled "The Interesting Narrative of the Life of

Olaudah Equiano." In his book, Equiano vividly recounts his experiences as a

slave, the horrors of the transatlantic journey, and his eventual emancipation in

England. His story humanizes the African experience by providing a firsthand

account of the physical and emotional tribulations endured by enslaved Africans.

2. Harriet Tubman

Harriet Tubman, born into slavery in the United States, escaped to freedom and

then dedicated her life to liberate others through the Underground Railroad. While

Tubman's story originates from the American context, her heroic actions highlight

the strength, bravery, and resilience of African individuals who fought against their

enslavement.



3. Mary Prince

Mary Prince was a British abolitionist and the first black woman to publish an

autobiography in the United Kingdom titled "The History of Mary Prince: A West

Indian Slave." Prince's narrative details her life as a slave in the British Caribbean,

providing an invaluable African perspective on the cruelty and degradation

experienced by enslaved individuals.

Learning from African Voices

By amplifying African voices on slavery and the slave trade, we can gain a more

comprehensive understanding of this tragic chapter in history. African

perspectives are essential in illuminating the complex dynamics between

Africans, Europeans, and the Americas during this era.

1. Promoting Empathy and Understanding

The personal stories and testimonies of African individuals allow us to empathize

with their pain and suffering. This empathy helps build a deeper understanding of

the long-lasting impact of slavery and the need for reparations and healing today.

2. Challenging Stereotypes and Misconceptions

By highlighting African resistance, intellectual movements, and organized efforts

against slavery, African voices challenge the stereotypes and misconceptions that

portray Africans solely as victims. These stories demonstrate the agency and

resilience of African communities in the face of adversity.

It is essential to give voice to African perspectives when discussing slavery and

the slave trade. By doing so, we honor the experiences and stories of those who

suffered and fought against the inhumane practices of the transatlantic slave

trade. Listening to African voices adds a crucial dimension to our understanding



of this complex historical period and helps us recognize the profound impact it

continues to have on societies today.
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Though the history of slavery is a central topic for African, Atlantic world and

world history, most of the sources presenting research in this area are European

in origin. To cast light on African perspectives, and on the point of view of

enslaved men and women, this group of top Africanist scholars has examined

both conventional historical sources (such as European travel accounts, colonial

documents, court cases, and missionary records) and less-explored sources of

information (such as folklore, oral traditions, songs and proverbs, life histories

collected by missionaries and colonial officials, correspondence in Arabic, and

consular and admiralty interviews with runaway slaves). Each source has a short

highlighting its significance and orienting the reader. This first of two volumes

provides students and scholars with a trove of African sources for studying

African slavery and the slave trade.
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