Discover the Untold Stories of USAF and
VNAF Skyraider Units during the Vietham War
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When it comes to aviation history, few periods are as captivating and
consequential as the Vietham War era. Within this tumultuous time, the United
States Air Force (USAF) and the South Vietnamese Air Force (VNAF) played

crucial roles in the conflict. One aircraft that stood out from the rest was the
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Skyraider. In this article, we will delve deep into the untold stories of these heroic

units, highlighting their achievements, challenges, and impact on the battlefield.

1. The Versatile Skyraider Aircraft

The Douglas A-1 Skyraider, also known as "Spad," earned its reputation as a
versatile and robust aircraft. Equipped with a single-engine, it was capable of
carrying a heavy payload, operating from aircraft carriers or land bases. Its
remarkable endurance and impressive firepower made it an indispensable asset
for both USAF and VNAF units throughout the Vietnam War.
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2. USAF Skyraider Units

The USAF deployed several Skyraider units during the Vietnam War. One of the
most renowned units was the 1st Air Commando Squadron (ACS). They
specialized in close air support (CAS) missions and were highly effective in

providing ground forces with air cover and firepower when needed most.
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Combat Aircraft 97 provides a comprehensive account of the 1st ACS's missions,
including their role in the Battle of A Shau Valley, where they faced intense enemy
fire while supporting American troops on the ground. Their bravery and skill in

these situations were instrumental in turning the tide of battle.

3. VNAF Skyraider Units

The VNAF also had its share of heroic Skyraider units. Their pilots, though often
outnumbered and outgunned, displayed extraordinary courage and determination
in defending their country against the North Viethamese Army (NVA) and the Viet
Cong.

Combat Aircraft 97 delves into one such VNAF unit, the 516th Fighter Squadron.
Despite limited resources and constant pressure from the enemy, this unit played
a vital role in essential missions, including the defense of strategic targets and

providing air support for ground forces engaged in combat.

4. Encounters and Challenges

The skies over Vietnam were not just battlegrounds; they were also arenas where
skilled pilots engaged in intense dogfights. Combat Aircraft 97 takes a close look
at the encounters between Skyraider units and enemy aircraft, including MiGs,
SAMs, and flak guns. These challenges highlight not only the bravery of the pilots

but also the effectiveness of the Skyraider in combat situations.

5. Legacy and Impact

The legacy of the USAF and VNAF Skyraider units still resonates today. Their
contributions to the war effort, their unparalleled bravery in the face of adversity,
and their unwavering commitment to their mission illustrate the indomitable spirit

that defined the Vietnam War era.



Combat Aircraft 97 pays homage to these units and their remarkable

accomplishments, ensuring that their stories are not forgotten.

The USAF and VNAF Skyraider units left an indelible mark on the history of the
Vietnam War. Through their unmatched dedication, skill, and bravery, they proved
the value of the Skyraider aircraft in modern warfare. Their stories deserve to be
remembered and celebrated, reminding us of the sacrifices made by those who

fought valiantly during one of the most challenging periods in our history.

So, join us on a journey into the heart of the Vietham War, as we explore the
incredible tales of the USAF and VNAF Skyraider units in Combat Aircraft 97!
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USAF Skyraider units were originally tasked to serve as quasi-training units for
the fledgling VNAF. Equipped only with the two-seat models of the Skyraider,

American pilots were required to have VNAF 'observers' in the aircraft for every
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mission. Eventually, this arrangement was changed as enough Vietnamese pilots
were trained to man their own squadrons, while USAF squadrons were tasked
with close support for US ground forces. Eventually, no fewer than four USAF and
seven VNAF Skyraider units saw service in Vietnam. Additionally, one A-1 training
squadron flew from Hurlburt Field, Florida, throughout the Vietnam War era. In
the ten years that this squadron was active, nearly 1000 USAF and 300 VNAF
pilots were trained in the Skyraider. While the core mission of all Skyraider
squadrons was Close Air Support (CAS), other missions were accomplished at
various times. Among these were Search and Rescue (SAR), night interdiction on
the Ho Chi Minh trail, helicopter escort and special forces support to name but a
few. Each of these missions took full advantage of the Skyraider's ability to
deliver a variety of munitions in close proximity to friendly forces while inflicting

heavy casualties on enemy forces
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