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The Battle of the Little Bighorn, also known as Custer's Last Stand, was a
significant event in American history that took place on June 25-26, 1876. It was a
clash between the United States Army and Native American tribes, mainly the
Lakota Sioux, Cheyenne, and Arapaho. This battle marked a turning point in the
westward expansion and the relationship between Native Americans and the U.S.

government.

Understanding the Warriors at the Little Bighorn

The warriors who fought at the Little Bighorn were brave and skilled individuals
who were defending their lands and way of life. They were led by renowned
Native American leaders such as Sitting Bull, Crazy Horse, and Gall. The battle
itself was a response to the U.S. government's ongoing attempts to remove
Native Americans from their traditional territories and confine them to

reservations.
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The Native American warriors were fiercely determined to protect their land and
culture, leading them to gather a significant force of around 3,000 fighters — a

combination of warriors from different tribes. Their strategy involved surrounding
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and overwhelming the opposing forces, which greatly outnumbered them but
lacked the knowledge of the terrain and the experience of fighting Native

American warriors.

The warriors at the Little Bighorn were disciplined and highly skilled in horse
riding, archery, and marksmanship. They were experts in guerrilla warfare tactics
and possessed a deep understanding of the land, allowing them to surprise and
overpower the U.S. Army. Their unity and bravery in the face of adversity made

them formidable opponents.

The Battle Unfolds: Custer's Last Stand

On that fateful day, Lieutenant Colonel George Armstrong Custer, a well-known
U.S. Army officer, led the 7th Cavalry Regiment into battle against the Native
American warriors. Custer's plan was to divide his troops into three groups and
attack the Native American camp from different directions. However, due to a
series of tactical errors and underestimation of the enemy's strength, Custer and

his men found themselves facing overwhelming odds.

The Native American warriors quickly outmaneuvered and surrounded a smaller
group of U.S. soldiers, including Custer. Despite the valiant efforts of the soldiers,
they were ultimately overwhelmed by the sheer number of warriors. Custer and

his entire command were killed in the battle.

The Aftermath and Legacy

The Battle of the Little Bighorn was a devastating blow to the U.S. Army and a
significant loss for the Native American tribes. However, it had far-reaching
consequences beyond the immediate casualties. It led to a change in the U.S.
government's approach towards Native Americans, with the subsequent

intensification of efforts to subdue and control them.



The battle also sparked a wave of romanticized representations in popular culture,
with Custer often portrayed as a heroic figure. However, a more nuanced
understanding of the events and the bravery of the warriors slowly emerged over
the years. Efforts have been made to commemorate and honor the Native

American warriors who fought at the Little Bighorn.

The Battle of the Little Bighorn was a pivotal moment in American history that had
a lasting impact on the relationship between Native Americans and the U.S.
government. The warriors who fought at the Little Bighorn showed immense
bravery, skill, and determination in defending their land and way of life.
Understanding their stories is crucial for a comprehensive understanding of the
history of the United States.
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The battle which took place on the Little Bighorn river on June 25, 1876 has
passed into legend as “Custer's Last Stand”. This remarkable book is a unique
analysis of the oral and pictorial evidence for the appearance of nearly 30 named
Sioux and Cheyenne warriors who were present that day, and for their parts in the

battle. The fruit of many years' study by one of today's most internationally
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respected interpreters and illustrators of Native American material culture, it offers

biographical notes and meticulously researched color reconstructions, together

with rare photographs and pictographs.
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