
Discover the Untold Story of Belgrade: From
Its Foundation in 1300 to the Peace of
Belgrade in 1740

Belgrade, the captivating capital of Serbia, holds a rich history that spans over six
centuries. From its humble beginnings in 1300 to the significant Peace of
Belgrade in 1740, this city has witnessed countless stories of triumph and turmoil.
Join us on a thrilling journey through time as we explore the remarkable evolution
of Belgrade, unmasking the hidden secrets of its past.

The Foundation of Belgrade (1300)

Belgrade traces its roots back to the year 1300 when it was founded by Despot
Stefan Lazarević. Initially a small fortress, known as Kalemegdan, it served as a
strategic stronghold perched on a hill, offering protection for the Kingdom of
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Serbia. Over time, the city expanded and became a significant trade center,
attracting merchants from across Europe.
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The Ottoman Conquest (1521)

Perhaps one of the most pivotal moments in Belgrade's history came in 1521
when the city fell under Ottoman rule. The Battle of Belgrade marked the end of
the medieval Serbian state and the beginning of nearly four centuries of Ottoman
dominance. During this period, Belgrade became a vital administrative and
military center within the Ottoman Empire.

The Austro-Turkish Wars (16th-18th Century)
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Belgrade's strategic position made it a constant point of contention between the
Ottoman Empire and the Habsburg Monarchy during the Austro-Turkish Wars.
The city changed hands several times, enduring sieges, occupations, and
destruction. The Great Turkish War in the late 17th century and the Peace of
Passarowitz in 1718 marked significant turning points in this ongoing conflict.

The Peace of Belgrade (1739-1740)

The Peace of Belgrade, signed on September 18, 1739, between the Ottoman
Empire and Austria, was a historic moment that brought an end to the Austro-
Turkish Wars. This treaty ensured peace and stability in the region for several
decades and marked the beginning of a new era for Belgrade.

Transformation and Modernization (18th-19th Century)

Following the Peace of Belgrade, the city underwent a period of transformation
and modernization. The Habsburg Monarchy exerted significant influence on
Belgrade's architectural and cultural development, leaving behind a fusion of
Serbian and Viennese architectural styles. Notable landmarks, such as the Knez
Mihailova Street and the Belgrade Fortress, were constructed during this era.

World War I and World War II

Belgrade faced immense challenges during the two World Wars. It was
bombarded by Austria-Hungary in 1914 at the outbreak of World War I and
endured significant damage. During World War II, the city suffered from German
occupation and devastating Allied bombings. However, Belgrade's resilience and
determination in rebuilding itself after these conflicts are truly awe-inspiring.

Belgrade Today

In the present day, Belgrade stands as a vibrant and cosmopolitan city, blending
its tumultuous past with modern influences. The city showcases a diverse mix of



architectural styles, ranging from Ottoman and Habsburg to contemporary
designs. Tourists flock to explore its historical sites, visit its lively bars and
restaurants, and embrace the warm Serbian hospitality.

From its humble origins in 1300 to the significant Peace of Belgrade in 1740, this
city has withstood the test of time and emerged as a symbol of resilience and
adaptability. Belgrade's rich history is a testament to the enduring spirit of its
people. Whether you are a history enthusiast or a casual traveler, exploring the
captivating story of Belgrade will undoubtedly leave an indelible mark on your
soul.
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This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part
of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced
from the original artifact, and remains as true to the original work as possible.
Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library stamps (as most
of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the
world), and other notations in the work.This work is in the public domain in the
United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States,
you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate)
has a copyright on the body of the work.As a reproduction of a historical artifact,
this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc.
Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be
preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We
appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an
important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
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