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Paris, the enchanting capital of France, is often hailed as a city of romance, art,
and history. But what lies beneath its picturesque landmarks, cobblestone streets,
and charming neighborhoods? In his celebrated book "Seven Ages of Paris,"
Alistair Horne unveils the untold story of this iconic city, exploring its seven
transformative periods that shaped Paris into what it is today.

Age 1: Lutetia

In the first age, Lutetia, Horne takes us back to the origins of Paris as a small
Gallic fishing village. Delve into the city's ancient roots, immerse yourself in its
Celtic heritage, and witness the rise of the Roman Empire, which had a profound
impact on the future development of this remarkable metropolis.

Age 2: Medieval Paris

Transporting us to the Middle Ages, Horne invites readers to witness the birth of
Gothic architecture, explore the breathtaking Notre-Dame Cathedral, and
experience the turbulent times of wars, plagues, and social unrest that defined
this era. Discover how Paris transformed from a medieval public health nightmare
to a visionary city that set the stage for the Renaissance.
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Age 3: The Sun King's Paris

Enter the glamorous era of the Sun King, Louis XIV, as Horne illustrates the
golden age of Versailles and its profound influence on the entire nation. Dive into
the opulence, indulgence, and excesses of the French monarchy, and learn how
they shaped Parisian society, culture, and politics, setting the stage for the
Enlightenment.

Age 4: Revolutionary Paris

Witness the seismic shifts caused by the French Revolution, as Horne acquaints
us with the bloodshed, chaos, and ideological fervor that engulfed the city.
Explore the birth of modern politics, the reign of terror, and the emergence of
Napoleon Bonaparte, whose legacy still reverberates through Parisian streets.

Age 5: Haussmann's Paris

Step into the shoes of Georges-Eugene Haussmann, the visionary urban planner
who transformed Paris in the mid-19th century. Discover how he tore down
medieval neighborhoods, widened boulevards, and created the iconic cityscape
we admire today. Horne reveals the intrigue, resistance, and societal changes
behind this architectural revolution.
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Age 6: Belle Epoque

Embrace the Belle Epoque, a time of technological progress, artistic brilliance,
and political scandals. Horne captures the spirit of La Belle Epoque, highlighting
the birth of impressionist painting, the rise of the intellectual elite, and the
construction of iconic landmarks such as the Eiffel Tower and the Paris Metro.

Age 7: Occupied Paris and Beyond

In the final age, Horne unravels the tragic yet resilient history of Paris during
World War II and its aftermath. Packed with stories of the Resistance, the
Holocaust, and the liberation of the city, this section showcases the unwavering
spirit of Parisians and their determination to rebuild and reimagine their beloved
city.

Why You Should Read "Seven Ages of Paris"

Alistair Horne's "Seven Ages of Paris" is more than just a historical account; it is a
captivating journey through time that encapsulates the essence of Paris. By
understanding the city's past, you gain a deeper appreciation for its present and
future. Whether you are a history enthusiast, a lover of Paris, or simply seeking a
fascinating read, this book promises to be a compelling addition to your library.

Paris is a city that has evolved across centuries, facing countless challenges and
triumphs along the way. Through "Seven Ages of Paris," Alistair Horne invites
readers to explore the hidden narratives, remarkable personalities, and pivotal
events that have shaped this iconic city. From its modest origins to the grandeur
of the Belle Epoque, from revolutions to reconstructions, Paris has truly lived
through its seven ages, each leaving an indelible mark on its identity.
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In this luminous portrait of Paris, the celebrated historian gives us the history,
culture, disasters, and triumphs of one of the world’s truly great cities. While Paris
may be many things, it is never boring.

From the rise of Philippe Auguste through the reigns of Henry IV and Louis XIV
(who abandoned Paris for Versailles); Napoleon’s rise and fall; Baron
Haussmann’s rebuilding of Paris (at the cost of much of the medieval city); the
Belle Epoque and the Great War that brought it to an end; the Nazi Occupation,
the Liberation, and the postwar period dominated by de Gaulle--Horne brings the
city’s highs and lows, savagery and sophistication, and heroes and villains
splendidly to life. With a keen eye for the telling anecdote and pivotal moment, he
portrays an array of vivid incidents to show us how Paris endures through each
age, is altered but always emerges more brilliant and beautiful than ever. The
Seven Ages of Paris is a great historian’s tribute to a city he loves and has spent
a lifetime learning to know.

"Knowledgeable and colorful, written with gusto and love.... [An] ambitious and
skillful narrative that covers the history of Paris with considerable brio and fervor."
—LOS ANGELES TIMES BOOK REVIEW
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