
Discover the Untold Story of the
Powerful British Main Battle Tank of
the Gulf War: Tank Craft 21
In the fiery battlegrounds of the Gulf War, one tank stood tall, striking fear into the

hearts of its enemies: the mighty British Main Battle Tank, famously known as

Tank Craft 21. This iconic war machine played a crucial role in the conflict,

showcasing the advanced technology and impressive capabilities of the British

military. In this article, we delve into the captivating story of Tank Craft 21, its

development, features, and its triumphs on the battlefield.

Brief History

Tank Craft 21 was developed in the late 1970s as a response to a changing

global military landscape. Armed with the objective of creating a highly-mobile,

well-protected, and firepower-packed tank, British engineers set out on the

daunting task of designing and building this formidable war machine. After years

of research, development, and testing, Tank Craft 21 was finally ready to enter the

Gulf War in 1991.

Technical Specifications

One of the key factors that made Tank Craft 21 a force to be reckoned with was

its outstanding technical specifications. Sporting a powerful Chobham composite

armor, this tank offered superior protection against enemy fire. Its advanced laser

rangefinder and thermal imaging system provided unparalleled accuracy in target

acquisition, enabling precise strikes on adversaries.
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Equipped with a L11A5 120mm rifled gun, Tank Craft 21 had the firepower to take

on any opponent. The gun was capable of firing a range of ammunition, including

armor-piercing fin-stabilized discarding sabot (APFSDS) rounds, high-explosive

squash head (HESH) rounds, and smoke rounds. It also featured a 7.62mm

L37A1 secondary machine gun.

Combat Performance

During the Gulf War, Tank Craft 21 proved its mettle on the battlefield. Its ability to

navigate various terrains, including deserts and urban landscapes, gave British

troops a significant advantage. Tank Craft 21 showcased its power during the

Battle of 73 Easting, where a small number of British tanks decimated a much

larger Iraqi armored force.

The advanced technology incorporated into the tank allowed for real-time

battlefield awareness, helping British troops identify enemy positions, coordinate

attacks, and protect themselves from threats. Furthermore, the reliability and

F

R

E

E

http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/wjkK/OPMw/lzWXY/Challenger-1-British-Main-Battle-Tank-of-the-Gulf-War-Tank-Craft-Book-21.pdf
http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/wjkK/OPMw/lzWXY/Challenger-1-British-Main-Battle-Tank-of-the-Gulf-War-Tank-Craft-Book-21.pdf
http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/wjkK/OPMw/lzWXY/Challenger-1-British-Main-Battle-Tank-of-the-Gulf-War-Tank-Craft-Book-21.pdf


durability of Tank Craft 21 ensured its availability in combat situations, earning the

trust of troops fighting alongside it.

Legacy and Impact

Tank Craft 21 left an indelible mark on military history. Its performance in the Gulf

War proved the effectiveness of its design and the skill of its crew. The tank's

success on the battlefield solidified the reputation of British armor and drew

admiration from military enthusiasts and experts worldwide. Tank Craft 21

introduced several technological advancements that influenced the design of

future tanks.

The Gulf War served as a testament to the importance of a well-designed and

highly capable main battle tank. Tank Craft 21 highlighted the critical role played

by armored forces in modern warfare and the impact they can have on the

outcome of a conflict. Its success paved the way for further development in tank

technology and tactics.

The British Main Battle Tank, Tank Craft 21, proved its worth in the crucible of the

Gulf War. Its advanced features, superior firepower, and formidable armor made it

a force to be reckoned with on the battlefield. Now, the legacy of Tank Craft 21

lives on, forever etched in the annals of military history as a testament to British

engineering and the strength of its armed forces.
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An in-depth look at this sophisticated armored vehicle with photos, technical

details, and modeling information.

 

During the 1980s and early 1990s the Challenger 1 main battle tank played a

central role in Britain’s armored forces and achieved remarkable success in

combat, destroying around 300 Iraqi tanks in the Gulf War. With its advanced

Chobham armor and hydropneumatic suspension system, it was one of the most

sophisticated and effective armored vehicles of the time and, in a modified form, it

is still in service with the Jordanian army. It is also a popular subject with tank

modelers and enthusiasts.

 

Archive photos of the Challenger 1 in service and extensively researched color

profile illustrations depict the tank throughout its operational life. A large part of

the book showcases available model kits and aftermarket products,

complemented by a gallery of beautifully constructed and painted models in

various scales. Technical details as well as modifications introduced during

production and in the field are also examined, and provide everything the modeler

needs to recreate an accurate representation of the Challenger 1.
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