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War |

World War |, also known as the Great War, was a conflict that changed the world

forever. In the midst of this global upheaval, the 1st Canadian Division played a

significant role, showing unparalleled resilience, resourcefulness, and
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determination. Join us on a journeyas we delve into the remarkable story of the
"Shoestring Soldiers" of the 1st Canadian Division and their experiences during

the early years of the war in 1914-1915.

Origins of the 1st Canadian Division

The 1st Canadian Division was a formation of the Canadian Expeditionary Force
(CEF) that was raised in response to the outbreak of World War I. Comprised
largely of citizen soldiers, this division was formed from volunteers across

Canada who were eager to serve their country in its time of need.
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The Challenges and Struggles

Unlike their European counterparts, the Canadian soldiers faced a unique set of
challenges. The division suffered from a lack of resources and funding, earning
them the nickname "Shoestring Soldiers." However, these brave men were not
deterred by these circumstances and forged ahead, ready to prove their worth on
the battlefield.

Adapting to Trench Warfare
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As the war progressed, the 1st Canadian Division found themselves in the midst
of the horrors of trench warfare. They adapted quickly to the harsh conditions,

constantly improving their strategies and tactics to gain an advantage over their
enemies. The soldiers had to endure cramped quarters, constant bombardment,

and the ever-present threat of enemy attacks.

Battles and Triumphs

During their time in 1914-1915, the 1st Canadian Division participated in several
significant battles, leaving a lasting impact on the outcome of the war. From the
Battle of Ypres to the Battle of Festubert, their bravery and sacrifice were

unwavering.

Life as a Shoestring Soldier

Despite the challenging circumstances, the soldiers of the 1st Canadian Division
found ways to maintain their spirits during their time at war. They relied on
camaraderie, humor, and the support of their fellow soldiers to cope with the
harsh realities of the battlefield. Their enduring spirit and sense of duty set them

apart and allowed them to overcome the odds.

The Legacy of the Shoestring Soldiers

The legacy of the Shoestring Soldiers of the 1st Canadian Division lives on even
after a century. Their valiant efforts and sacrifices paved the way for future
generations and solidified Canada's reputation as a force to be reckoned with on
the global stage. Their incredible story deserves to be remembered and

celebrated.

Remembering the Fallen

Throughout their time in the war, the 1st Canadian Division experienced heavy

casualties. It is vital that we honor and remember their sacrifice. Their names are



etched into memorials around the world, ensuring that the Shoestring Soldiers will

never be forgotten.

The story of the Shoestring Soldiers of the 1st Canadian Division during the years
1914-1915 is an inspiring tale of courage, perseverance, and sacrifice. These
brave men fought against all odds, leaving an indelible mark on Canadian history.
Let us not forget the struggles they faced and the legacy they left behind,

championing the spirit of the Canadian people. Salute to the Shoestring Soldiers!
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The Great War was a pivotal experience for twentieth-century Canada.
Shoestring Soldiers is the first scholarly study since 1938 to focus exclusively on

Canada's initial overseas experience from late 1914 to the end of 1915.

In this exciting new work, Andrew larocci challenges the dominant view that the
1st Canadian Division was poorly prepared for war in 1914, and less than
effective during battles in 1915. He examines the first generations of men to
serve overseas with the division: their training, leadership, morale, and combat

operations from Salisbury Plain to the Ypres Salient, from the La Bassée Canal to
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Ploegsteert Wood. larocci contends that setbacks and high losses in battle were
not so much the products of poor training and weak leadership as they were of

inadequate material resources on the Western Front.

Shoestring Soldiers incorporates a wealth of research material from official
documents, soldiers' letters and diaries, and the battlefields themselves,
surveyed extensively by the author. It marks an important contribution to the

growing body of literature on Canada in the First World War.
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